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alil9 1 hpW terrible are the Ways of sin. How difficult

It often is for fhe sinner to -retrace his steps! And <

how terrible i» the §tate of mind when one s^s, I

muat commit thi^ sin or tliat*^ have no alternative

!

/How terrible was B^iiPs- positiqui wlfien he said, "I

must deatifoy myself." Truly sin is a hard, unfeeling

piaster—" The wpyof ttansgressors is hartt.*'^ He only

that walkcth uprightly w^keth surely, '< Bleslfed are

the unclcfilfcd -in the way,- fhat walk in the law of

the Lord." *» / '

The terrible n^iture of th^ defeat which the Israelites

suffered on this day froirt the PhUistine* \& apparent

from what is .s^d in the seventh Verge—"' And when

the men of Israeli that w^re on the other side of the,/

valley, and they that were beyond Jordan, saw that the'':^

men of Israel fled, and that Saul ^nd his sons were'

dead,.. they» forsook their cities ahd fled; and the

Philistines came and dwelt in. them." The plain of

Esdraelon is interrupted, and in ^ sense divided jhto

. two, by thr*e hills—TabOc, Gilboa, and tittle Hermon.

On the eastern side, of these hills the plain is

continued on to the- Jordan valley. The effect of the «

battle of Gilboa was that all the rich settlements

in that part of the plain had to b« forsake;n by the

Israelites and given up*to the' Philistines. More than

: that,, the 'Jordan valley ceased to afford the protection

which up to thfs time it had supplied against enemies

from the west. Fpr the roost part, the trans-Jordanic

Jribes w?re exposed to quite a different set of eneinies.

It was the Syrians from .the north, the Moabites and

the Ammonites from the east, and the Midianites and^

Amalekites from the.remoter deserts, that were usually

.the foes of Reuben, Gad, and Manass^h. But on this

occasion a new foe assailed them» The Philistines
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