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Killed with this idea, (’allot aliout the year 14M made his 
way in the Venetian galleys to England, and settled in 
London.1 In course of time his plans were made known to the 
merchants of Bristol, from which port an extensive trade was 
then carried on with Iceland.2 It was decided that an attempt 
should he made first of all to find the island of Brazil or that 
of the Seven Cities, which on most medieval maps were placed 
to the west of Ireland.3 Such islands might form the - topping 
stones of the new path to Asia across the western sea.

Vessels were despatched from Bristol in 1491 ami 1192, 
prtsnmahly under Cabot’s direction, to find the island of Brazil 
or that of the Seven Cities, but to no purpose.4 No land of 
any sort could be seen. It looked as if this venture might 
have as unsuccessful an issue as that made from the same port 
in 14H0.5 6

When matters were in this state- news reached England in 
the summer of 1493 that another Genoese, Christopher Col­
umbus, had sailed from Spain westward with three ships, and 
had reached the Indies. Great excite icnt prevailed at the 
English court.® Interest in Cabot’s Ian was augmented by 
a visit which Henry VIT. and his : paid to Bristol in the
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