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Introduction 21
Meleagros in his irresistible strength, in his love hisunselfish toil for others, his caprice and his cLly doom

I
« so completely the prototyjie of Achilleus. that theaged Pho.nix uses his story in the Iliad as a Naming tothe son of Peleus that he should conquer his un7e son^

tte'shoTr- /'^'"T ""^ ^'^'^S'^' represen al^e
;

the short-lived sun. whose course is one of toil for others
J ending m an early death after a series of wonderful

But the life of Meleagros is connected directly with that

birth. The day must die when the torch of the sun is

th. '.T'"';''^-
'" '^'

''^r'
^"' '' <^^""°t d»e sooner andthus the storing away of the rescued brand is the rescuingof he sun from his doom of death during the hou^wSpass between morning and eventide. The episode of the

,W^K i!'??
1°^','' °"^y °"^ °^ the thousand versionsin which the battle of the Sun with the noxious powersof darkness is related with a marvellous wealth of variedcolouring. But while the poets of the Iliad leave

mv^h '"/
i? l^'

^°"' °^ ^'' ^""'"Ph over Hektor themyth of Meleagros carries on the story to the fatalmoment when the brand saved from the burning is onceagain cast upon the fire.
*

The tale of lamos (XLI.) is professedly a legend toaccount for the honour and influence of the soothsaver^known as he lamida; but the name connects i?seIfSthose of I0I6. lokastg. lason. lolaos. Ion. words s gn fiSntof the violet hues seen in the sky whether of the morning

of the birth of the morning, which is here cherished bv

Ivp/'vf^'"^'
""^ *^' "^^^*' ^°^ ^^'^ Drakontes. or ke^^^eyed beings, may represent the penetrating light of thedawn not less than the hateful and terrifyhig darkness

JJl^H^
"°^'

^^'i,^;,'^*^^*
*^^ ^^^d°"^ of lamos comesfrom the sun-god Phoebus, just as Helios gives to Me^Iaher marvellous wisdom and power.

.. JI?^ ^'%9 «f 1^°y Js. in Professor Max Miiller's wordsa repetition of the daily siege of the East by the solarpowers that every evening arl robbeci f their bright


