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S;isk;it(lic'\v;iii also an.- stroiifj; in wlu-at and agriculture.
Kaiuliinf; and coal mininij ha\<.' cnnsidfrahk- iin])<)rtan<*-,

and railroad ronstrurlion is inuili in i'\ idtiicf, and will

1)0 for many vcars.

All throo proxinccs arc Cjui<kl\- lillint; up with settlers.

Their arrival, purchases of land, and farming opcration.s,
have an important influence on the banking business of
the West. British Columbia has mining, fisheries, fruit,

lumbering and Oriental and Antipodean trade. And,
far to the north, the Yukon finds its sustenance alto-

gether in gold mining. How the banks deal with these
interests, how they give their assistance, the terms they
exact, and the conditions they impose will be taken up
after a few of the features of Canadian banking that
contrast sharply with banking in other countries have
been lightly touched upon.

United States Similarity.

Taking the I'nited States 'first, it will Ik- ot)servcd
that ill the northern half the people are engaged in pretty
imich the same forms of activity as tiiev are in the
Dominion. The greater density of the population intro-

duces some additional occupations, ;iiul \arii's the form
ol some others; and there is, of course, a greater con-
centration of lin-incial, transportation, and other business
in New ^ork and Chicago. Hut, taken on the whole,
there is a great similarity in the occinialions of the two
peoples. Also, they .ire of the same blood, and their

numbers are l)eing rei railed from much the same
sourci's. Hut their banking business is trans.icted on
wiik'ly diHerent lines. The main dilTerenc*' is in the form
of the b.inks, the I'nited .Slates banks being single-ollice

concerns, e.acli oHice ha\ ing its pr<'si<U>nt, directorate,

and complete paraphernalia of iiule|ien(Unt existi'in e.

There were in the United Stales, according to the 1907
report of the Comptroller of the Currency, a total of

-.S.937 b.-mks, of which i>,4J0 were nation.il banks. At
the same time in Canada there were but 34 chartered
banks, with about 1 ,Moo branches. In the one case,

1,800 b.inking oltices were operated by t,j[ exi'cutives

;

in the other, some 24,000 execiiti\es were necessarv to

operate a like number of ol)ic<s.

Wide Distribution of Control.

Besides the differences in the form of the banks in

the twi) countries then- arc sonu' sh.irp contrasts in the
manner of their o]X'rations and control. .\ noticeable


