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An intimacy was early in life established between Sir Thomanow Blessed Tho.nas More, and Erasmus, and many a "retracted v.s.t d.d that renowned scholar of Rotterdam pay

followed an important result-the production by Erasmuof h.s wuty satire. "Encomium Moriae or the Praise of FoZThe closest friendship through life was maintained by the^two perhaps, of the most cultivated men the revival of classk^study had produced in Northern Europe
There, was a delightful interchange of acquaintances an,friendships, as well as of ideas, in the years that followed anwe find many of the leaders of the period in art. JS; ansconce appearing in anecdotes, and in the records of the

Zv ?• 'h ^T"'"'^'"
''"^ ^'•^^'""^ had among hmany friends and correspondents the philosopher WillibaldPirkheimer. of Nuremberg, of whom he has toldV..Tn erest.ng stories, and who was also the intimate friend oi the greaS

1 h. r .h" "'"V"
'^' Netherlands, it was only naturSthat he should meet Erasmus who was then residing at AntwerpHe also met Peter Giles or Aegidius. the town recorder.Tman

aid" s'Th^''^;
'"*^'^'° "^^ *^^ ^°'"'"''" f"-^ of Erasmus

rt^ ^°''' ^"^ '" ^'' h°"^ the dialogue of More'sUtcpta IS supposed to have taken place, as to him Tatclassical work was dedicated.

More'whoTn''';;"' "'"'J"^
'*'" y^'' 1520-1521. Sir ThomasMore, who had advanced greatly in the favour of King Henryyill and Cardinal Wolsey. was often on the continent engaeldm diplomatic embassies. He was present at the meet"ng^the Kings Francis I and Henry VIII with the Emperor^tl^ yon the celebrated "Field of the Cloth of Gold''Tjune 5^.'

and he remained some time at Calais, visiting Erasi'and wi
ao


