
POLICIESMDIITICS

Ho' Australia Fixed Prices.

NO. a.

' Rodect lerloiiHlj od ths |>oMiblv
onntequpn:<M of ket[>lnii In thi' ^rU
of your commuDliy % bank of ditcon-
t«nt, •v»ry hour accunmlatlnit. upnn
which ev?ry coni|)any of iieUUIoiiR rn^n
(IrRw tt i)l«kmre."—Flurkp

Tb« iFMt IrUhman x well Awaro
Itmt It 1« a dansi'rouH lulof for a iia

tloD to permit wvalth to write thu
Uws Rovtmlng th« people. WMltb,
r«prcMiited nwlnly b/ the rich and
powerful nmnufacturpfM, hnvo alwayi
and ev'.T Uera bitterly contcit«d tho
paailni , rnaaonable protective fac-

tory acta. I havo no doubt that many
factory ownera In New Brunawick ar*
ashamed to-day of tho vlolenco with
which they combated the Factory
Act and Compenfiatton fcr InlurleH
Act of 1B03 U> 1908.

In 1916 the tntvreatit w e no pow-
erful that no effort waa ally made
to (tx food prices In C 4a. Then
came the high cost of i. lag, In 1917
and 1914. Not until 1919, six months
after the armistice, did Canada at lanf

make a serious attack on high prices.

The Board of Commerce on Septem-
ber second decreed that the profits of
sugar reflncrs may be 2-5c. per lb.,

wholesalers 6 '^er cent, on the actual

cost; retailers, ttot over one cent per
Ih. Other flxcd prices are to follow

aa the Board finds the need.
During that period of 1918-17. New

South Wales (Australia) took atrong
ground on high itrlcee, and passed the
Prices Act. Every mouth the govern-
ment Issued lldts of maximum prices.

wholesale and retail. Sydney, with a
population of 700,000, aa well aa all

the other districts, were abcolutely

governed by thene regulations.

In October, 19IS, the Price List

shows bread, two pound loaf, 4d. (8

oenU), or 4^d. (9 cents), If delivered

at the home. Compare thla two pound
loaf at 3 ccnta with the cost of our
bread last October, weight only IH
pounda. The low price of floor In

AiiBtralla accoi rti lor much of this
IdW ctmt of br>'ad,

('ttdl, I'rU'
, IMfttI Fiuur

ino-lb. bng )U. 2d.-$3 H
ty-lb. h««t ?. Hd.— !.«»
Xb'lb. bf.g la. 9d.— .»fl

\Vhol'v«uii. dealers were permitted
10 ihar rnly Ail (94.17) p#r ton over
mill price. This would he equal to
about 4Hi' prr hbl profit. As mill
1 rice wmiill.'l i.lii'Ut IS.30 per bbl, the
wliolesah' proflt «;ij nbuut 9 per cent..
ittaitiT'*' iirof't nbout 20 |w>r cent.

'.He Atwirjlton neller by law gets
very mueh larBiT iTOftt than N re-
ceived by 111!) riilallrr In S» John,
N. B.
Tho ebove low pri* .. -cd by nir

Kovcrnniuiii. w«^e m ' i- i!er on ao-
uuiit of the luiiiicL.- .plus wheat

ill AuRtralla, an<l uleo by the tonnage
shortige. This trly lartly accounta
for the low nelllt.g iTlce, for undoubt-
*(ily the price!* would havo been much
higher but fir the government's
htrung stand.

Turning to Canada, wo ask at onoe.
Is a ffnverim'nt Justified In nxtng

the price of wheat at 12. IG per bushel,
and thereby exacting a heavy toll from
»<-vin million people. In order to aid
two rollllnn farm people?"
Should not Canadian and I.'nlted

States farmers be well satisfied thla
year to receive 11.76 per bushel at
Chicago and Fort William? This
Would have meant a decline of 12,00
or barrel to the hundred and twenty
'lUon people In North America. I

' UIze that th.' Canada wheat cron
y not ho a-i much an two hundred

nillllon bushalB. but why Bti' M we.
by fixing price at 92,15, aid tif . tilted

States In Retting high prices from
France, Italy and (Ireat Britain? Let
the United States act the Shylook If

they so desire, hut why should we
help to hold up her Itching palm?
MoBt of the world wheat crops are
doing well except RiiFHla and Hungary.
Tonnage is rapidly Increasing, and
freights must steadily decline. Thua
the possibility nt high flour become*
lesM every month, unless some crop
disaster should happen.

Clearly, It can he snlrl that Aus-
tralia's policy of promptly fixing prices

ban saved millions to her people,
whereas Canada's policy of dclny and
of yielding to Wastem influence la ol


