
LAHD READY FOR ALL

I want to say. Sir. Ijcfcirc closing, that we never had a Minister of

Lands, I'orests and Mines in the Province of Ontario who pretended to

keep himself in tonch with the Xortli country lilie the present Minister.

( .\pplaiise. ) Why. Sir, he lias gone all over that country from one end
to the other tinte and aj;ain, meetinj; the ])eople in every department of

life—the lumberman, the settler, the mini-r, the farmer—and has obtained

at first-hand knowledge of all the recpiirements of that vast Xorth coimtry.

He has had parts of it explored and is having sections of it surve,\ed and
made ready to put in the market. We have got more land ready for the

settler in that North country, where we Iwlieve the land to Ik- good, than

we coidd possibly fill up with settlement duritig the next four or five

years. I'.y reason of the foresight of the present .Minister of Lands and
Mines when the railway that the (iovernment owns reaches the Grand
Trimk Pacific, there will be tribi !ary to the railway township after town-
ship to Like care of all the setiiers that we can place in them for years

to come.

ALIVE TO ALL INTERESTS

The settlers know that the .Minister is alive to the interests of the

N'orth country. They know it well. The Minister realizes all the diffi-

culties there are in <lealing with that vast domain. lie has given his time

as no Minister has ever given it to settle the ilisputes arising in that .\orth

country, and has practically given llis health to ensure the pro|wr work-

ing out of the regulations affecting his Department. As soon as it lias

been possible to bring in new regulations he has done so. At every

session we have had .something from the Minister of Lan<ls, Forests and
Mines which meant the proper adjustment and proper settlement of some
of the many difficulties the Ciovernment found on coming into power. I

need not say. Sir. that during the last three or four years of tlie Liberal

A<lministration there was no serious attempt made to grapple or' deal

with matters affecting that North country. I think, perhaps, the present

member for North York is responsible to some extent for that, for he

kept the then .Minister of Crown I^nds so busy getting elected that he

never had nnich time to devote to the North country. Aiid when I say

that the Liberal Government practically did nothing for Greater Ontario

during the last three or four years of their administration. I do not mean
to say that all the Liberals did nothing—not at all. There is no doubt

some of the Liberals tried to grapple with the affairs of that North
country. They tried to work out a jxilicy of mining and a policy of

timber and a policy in the interest of the settlers. But thev did not un-

derstanrl : they did not have a man in charge of the Department who ever

pretended to understand the Department as the present Minister of Lands


