Squamish Indian Reserve No.l!=,
North Vanocouver B.C.Dec=19=1929,

Kr.¥W.E.Ditchburn Req:
Chief Inspector of Indian Agenoiss,

Viotoria B.0s

I had ons meeting of some Bf the chiafs and members of the
Squamish Nation of Indians,when 1t was decided te have another meste=
ing when all the chiefes could be present for the reason that the
Squamish Indiane desire to act ap a Lribe inetead of bande,as they
had previcuesly gone on record ae reselving to have tribal ownership
of the reserves,and the consolidation of all funds to the oresdit of
the several bande of the tribe,

In view of the fact,that at this time the chiafe are not
aspombled In any one reserve,it has been difficult to have a full
masting of the chiefe and representatives.

And knowing that the requirements of the tribes ahould have
being forwarded to you by ‘thie time,I take the liberty to forward them
by my own obeervations agoording to my knowledge of what they have
belng demanding gathered during my effios as Seoretary of the tribe
8ince the year 191%jand which I respectfully submit,ae part of my re~
port in the work,in whioh I have baing recently engaged,

The Squamish tribe ie at present undecided as to the ocourasas
to peraus,for the reason that they do not know if their praysr for
tribal ownership has been allowed,if that was allowed it would greatly
facilitate matters,while on the other hand Lf they are to be dealt
with as bande it would make complioatioms as to land required for the
future.Viz.under tribal ownerehip of all reassrves,acocording to the
findinge of the Royal Commission the per caplta aorsage would be in the
neighborhood of eixteen acres,while if the tribes wae to be recsegnized
in bands of the tribe some of them would have about an aocre,while others
would have more than the per capita aoreage of the tribe as per the
Commiesion,all of which causes them tUprqubOW to proceead,

During the negotiations by the P.G.E+R.Co.for the purohase
of several reserves of the tride at Squamish B.OJit was the beliof
and understanding of the tribe,that if they refused to sell their land
the Railroad Company would expropriate the resorves as it was required
fnr railway purposes and requiremente ,and the Indiane,rather than de=
legate the negotiations to a board of arbitration they negotlated with
the purchasing Coumpany,ths deal of which is now history ,but before the
wa.T.‘u.:l.au¢ Lo deal,saild deal was sanctioned by the Royal OCommis=
glon on Indlan Affaira.

By statemente of the Indians to méjs,and durling the visit of
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Commission,to the reserve in question,the Commlesion engouraged
Indiane of ) ﬂLuwnmug,Yukwaupnumuﬂd{uthuﬁ bnde to look for Crown
ands ,which if avallable would be added,or be made a part of their,
row YLih‘¥ reserves,such action wae taken by the Indians but ne Crown
Lande %as available,which would be guitable ¢ the Iunilane,
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In the case of the Kowtain,Seelaichem,and Skowisun,Bands,
ade applications,to the Commiegs? n and to the Deow=

tional lande in lieu of parte of € ragervaes 1
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