:‘.\/‘L. Y. Mallette, June 15th - 1925,
Seeretary

The Hon, George P, Orabhanm,
Nianister of Railways and Canals,
OTTAY. - Omtario.

Dear Sir:

In comnection with Bill 181, "An Act to amend the Railway Act of
Canada,” now under consideration in the House of Commons of Canada,
I am instructed to eall your attention to the Crow's Nest Pass Act
60-61 Vietoria Chapter 5, paragraph E, which reads as follows:

“That there shall de & reduction in the Company's presemt
rates and tolls on graia and fleour from all points on its main line,

branches, or oconnections, west of Port Villiam
¢ Of Sthree conts per one hundred

pounds, to take effeet in the followving manners One and one-half
cent per one hundred pounds on or defore the first day of Septemder,
one thousand eight hundred and ninety-eight, and an additional ome
and one-half cent per one hundred pounds onm or bdefore the first day
of September, one thousand eight hundred and ninety-nine; and that
20 higher rates than such reduced rates or tolls shall be charged
after the dates mentioned on such merchandise from the points
aforesaid,”

Our interpretation of paragraph B, adbove referred to, is that the
Crow's Nest Pass Aot not only fixzed the rate from points west of
Port William to Fort William and Port Arthur but also to all points
east of Fort William and Port Arthar, In other words, the all-rail
rate on graia and flour freom Port William to Nomtreal, at the time
the Crow's Nest Pass Agreement was signed, was 25 gents per hundred
pounds, and it is our understanding that we are entitled to this
rate to-day.

If Bill 181 is passed as now drafted, sub-section 4 as we underssand
it will remove the rates east of Fort William and Port Arthur from
the application of the Crow's Nest Pass Aet and Agreosment, and net
only the Nillers bdut the emtire consuming pudlic in Ontario and
Quedes, also the Naritime Provinces, will de deprived of the rights
which they  formerly enjoyed under the Crow's Nest Pass Aet and
Agroement rates om grainm and flour, and the reduced rates will de
confined eatirely to the territory west of Fort villiam, We fear
that this diserimination will seriously affect the whole of Esstern
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