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Japanese hangers

by Jason Nolan with
Yuka Kajihara-Nolan

Sankal Juku, a Butoh dance
troupe from Japan made head-
lines in 1985 in Toronto with its
thrilling performance. The five
troupe members were suspended
by hemp ropes tied to their ankles
their heads shaved and their
bodies covered in a white ash

In September of that year, while
performing the same piece in
Seattle, troupe member. Yoshiuki
Tadaka's rope broke and he fell 80
feet to his death.

This direct encounter with mor-
tality infuses their performances
with an intensity which leaves all
other aspects of the performing
arts feeling limp and turgid by
comparison.

This year's presentation of
“Unetsu” or “The Egg Stands out
of Curiosity" inherits the raw vital-
ity of the more dangerous piece. It
erupts and seeths like a landslide,
engulfing the audience, rather
than merely sweeping it off its

New Wave. It reflects the modern
vorld as artists continually try to
redefine the boundaries of both
art and the modes of expression

for their generation

Butoh transcends the tradi-
tional dance forms of Japanese
classical or ballet. There 1s an
explicit rejection of the classical
forms which seek to restrict or
control movement and expression
behind masks and formalized ges-
tures

Butoh, as 1t i1s represented in
Sankai Juku, is not an intellectual
feast for the aficianados of dance,
but an all encompassing emo-
tional experience for the body and
the spirit. Attempting to describe
the visual presentation of Sankai
Juku and the stage of "Unetsu’ is
almost impossible. and cannot
match the unconventionally
vibrant setting in which the troupe
moved. | say "in" because the
stone surrounded them like a
womb. Each object. from the
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