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NFT IOOking .\ tO change its imageA

by Suzanne Lundrigan

Jim Sinclair’s voice echoes in the wilder-

ness, “But we are not boorrriiiinnnnnggggg
»

As program director of the N.F.T., Sinclair
is struggling to hew out a place for the his
theatre in the Edmonton market. It’s an
uphill battle.

“The N.F.T. has an image problem. We
take our film seriously; as a result, people
perceive us as stuffy. | want to alter that per-
ception. Our mandate is highlight film with
artistic, critical, and historical significance.
We showcase directors, genres and regional
films. Granted, its heady stuff. . . but it is not
boring. I have to get that across to the public
so that 1 can get more people to come
through the theatre doors.”

These are not merely the musings of aman
hoping to expand business, but the mea-
sures a man takes in order to remain in busi-
ness. This past August, the N.F.T. weathered
a crucial financial storm. Its board of direc-

tors voted to suspend operations. Some '

fancy financial footwork kept the theatre
doors open. ,

“We renegotiated our contract with the
Citadel. Instead of paying $500.00 rent per
month we now pay $100.00. Under the new
contract we also provide our own ushers.

Though we are still operating at a deficit
we are paying the bills.”

Sinclair literally bubbles over with plans
for a modified N.F.T.

“We have a terrific venue. . . probably the
classiest in town. The seats are comfortable
and there is plenty of leg room. The theatre is
carpeted so you don’t stick to the floor. Iron-
ically, the ‘classiness’ of the'theatre seems to
work against us. People are a tad intimidated
by it. Further, the no food and drink rule
does little to promote a fun atmoshphere.”

However, we are anticipating a name
change. .. the N.F.T. label is part of ourimage
problem. We are looking for something a
little more inviting. After we implement the
name change we will be putting amarqueein
the foyer, installing more vending machines
and building our own box office. Hopefully
we will be able to draw more people into the
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theatre.”

Sinclair’s decision to publish the N.F.T.
program notes in the Bullet is one element of
his plan to enhance the theatre’s profile. The
catchy and interesting blurbs are a far cry
from the one-line director credits which
accompanied previous programs and are
definitely in keeping with Sinclair’s attempts
to make the N.F.T. more approachable.

“We’ve only been publishing in the Bullet
forthe past two months and we haven’t been

able to assess the effects of the Bullet cam-
paign, though we have seen an increase in
first time members.”
Sinclair pauses; he looks careworn.
“Really, all we need are a few more
bodies. We’ve got a lot to offer. We have to
let people know that Bunuel isn’t boring and
Truffaut is always good for a few laughs.”
When asked where he’d like to see the
N.F.T. in a year. . . Sinclair is realistic. . .
“Operating.”
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Weekends are fc_:r FUN iIn
HUB Christmastime

November 22 and 23

; ir
hristmas Craft Fa
Seaturing 15 individual craftspeople, fro

day, plus carolsingers
on Saturday.

November 30th

- Iday
International Holi .
vig:’tﬁeAbgoths set up by U of A’s international student

i — forthe
groups. International crafts, music and more — for
whole family.

December 17th

ildren’s Carnival o
Eul?::)c(‘)(r)ﬁ\s for kids, with all proceeds 10 participating

' d
non-profit groups — plusa prize-balloon drop, an
Christmas carollers.

December 1 4th
Children’s Christma§ c
by the McDade Family band.

Wwill Be
Santa’s Anonymous Box
. in The Mall All'Season Long

UBMMALL

Street ® Right on the U of A Campus

m 10 to 3 each

and the McGarrigle Family Band

ard display, plus entertainment

89 Avenue & 112

EDMONTON'S STUDENTS

CAN NOW SAVE

31.50

/AP THE ZORBA! NET THE NEPTUNE!
JUST SHOW US YOUR STUDENT CARD!

Eeling a little hungry...and adventurous? Here'’s your
chance to give your tastebuds a treat and save $1.50 off Boston’s
two great new pizza flavours! :

The Zorba...the classic taste of traditional Greek food...
with olives, onions, tomatoes, green peppers and feta cheese.
Like a Greek salad, only better!

The Neptune...lots of tasty shrimp and baby clams,
smothered in mozzarella cheese. Tastes light, natural...
delicious!

And all you have to do to save $1.50 on either of these
great new pizzas is show your student’s card at any Edmonton
and area Boston Pizza! But hurry;, this offer expires December

31, 1985. (Offer applies to large or extra large pizzas only)

Official EXPO @ B .

Pizza & Pasta 85
Makers to TAKE YOUR HUNGRIES TO BOSTON!

Wednesdav. November 13. 1985
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