
3et th CI sthettresre igwfth a wave of
cutbacks andt a proposed amins Ienth c~ er*.
inittee for arts and multicultural fundng

lily reason and are wily nilly» mid Phoènlx
Theatre artwls&adrector 8a1>b &ker. -nie
board t -the city is ill lnformed and.
unàxx»tlated."

Wtb the exception of the Chinooôk e-
tre, the ctutbas have ai fected ail of Edmnon-
tans profmskiana playhouses. Thie cuthacs
are so severe that one theatre may not be
able tao ernpete tleirseason.

Nexus puIdty mianaSger Richard Patter-ý
son gives bas theatre a ninety per',cent
chance af flnishing this season. H-e wasalso euncertain if thie theatre would be able ta get
off the gundnext sea.sn

A#l the theatres affecteçi by the cid»bcks
are appeallng thern

Net ony cari the dty's theatre muii ver
the efecusofthas Iàeeswavê o utbacks they
can also ca*nipiat the recpmmendamnoets
af a speclal ayors task forcita arts and.

camet tath ilénonton Ant Galiery Iinn f thetill rate woub rnm mtheyearly battles
= fmn fow*spaSwored lby Ilie. &ontôn over lunch omuid b. alleviated.

antud the Am Adu.raktlonS.ouroe I phoned alderpierson Percy wickmr
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sharTileatres taand
set ideforam nd mkkuura huhW, The repercussion of Imt tweeks railyWf.
andthecmmtte tht wW b kwoedib the arts ti the cltadai's ShoctorTheatre are>

alkme hm fudsb. soWaly mmsesmows stili being feit as th varlous arts itroup$,ar
fqnany governmnent aeiiCY. re-oIganizivig andi fortifying hmeeo
Donna Cardinal, executive dmâpý* te -urher lobby efforts.,

AÀRC was pleased ttthe ciy of Itffl*wtrs-R ally orgmnizer and Phoeix Thýatre artWs

"Ednonton hasnt doribatiinthéamounta%â**'hfit 1Theatrcoa
lng those fnxis," she said. I amn corwinced Another lobby innovation tRias ernered

o hvlidityofamkhfundngbecaffe trom the rally for thie arts was the public
we liv. in a province that bas di* hlgest announcement mad- by Theatre Network
leve of funding ta th amt but such fu*ads are rWltldkëm crStphen Heatley conoernlng
delivered through th provncialdepm,¶ - the reâm of aithie EdmoçbtonProfeiana
ment of culture and not through an amis Theatre Councd.
lenpth fnding organization." "The Idea bahIund thie coundi le ta gather

Thie duys artistic communlty s uncertain the chars of the boards aif directors af
about'tRie task force's i.Juv< EdrnotonWs frofessonal theatres and rally
One mperber ai last Friday's audience culled thei togthereso #"ycan lobby,» said Héa-
tRie task foroes flndlng utopian, and ailier tley. "What was missing liithe pantwas a lack
participants were concernec" thtRe "mai'- af knowledge an thie public and the gov-
rime" of the.uartnd iutur roups ernment'spmtâiouthevalunteerismof the
would lead ta reduoed art funding. Conoernboards of Edmonton's theammtre.his counvil
was ais ralsed as ta the composition of ths l e lhp the boards commumicate and gove
cammtbe and ta boW Its mms were dmen a highe profile.>

Thetretbathaveafreadypmsed indude:
Ta* force mms stresed t"atrecoinh- Chnk,CftaM,WorshW est Network,

amedation would not mnean a redôction of Nexus, Pheni, Catalys, amd Northem uLght.
fu"ctogmergroffpsaddwta Resetshre î féail t is avery prornising rmove that the*- 1
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(c"arof t4heak fbrce) andl1asked hlml his
would take money way fram the ams," said
task farce member Helen Collison. "He mid

tic director Bob Baker was pleased with the
rayandthlnks 'Veartcommunitywamtto
continue the marnenturn.>

"Wé have ta keep up our profile as a lobby
lpýhe Wd "'Wttihave people let it go

6o long. W ihvé ta start exelàininigand

ri .ciN.formed
u-eeâ#*tmwày tram the Citadel tothe Nexus
ire meeting and workîng together," said

«Tbe duties of the council wII be three-
fald," he said.
"The first is ta analyze and respond ta Issues
of mutual interest and concem. The second
is ta promote the a&eptance of professional
theatres as carporate citizens and ta have the
public recognize their contribu tiotathe
social and eConomic develapment of the
communlty. The third wMl be ta develop
cooperatian amang the varkKns professianal
theatre grauçis.

«Thi4 caunci is not just another bureau-
craCy. It isgong tbe aforum where thea-
tres cân mme and dlscusis ameas of common
concerneand speak ta the govemment with
one voie" said Heatley.
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nslarge
it was kmqfslible to assess this question.
because they dan't know hèw much rnoney

thJ aeto allocate What these recoqi-
m daknare.trying to dolss t bllze the.

urnunt of money that le g;oing ta the art
fiwm the cdty."

Another task force member, David y,
continued in thesamre vein by adding, "This
cornmltee would avoid the annual financial
competition bteen the variw~s artisMic and
multicultural graups. This committee wiII
stabilize and coordinate. funding regardless
of the city's administration.'> 1

Collison answered queuies as ta the corn-
mltteeis composition, sayin that the carn-
miteees composition hasnt been"finalized-
and "No mechanisin bas been determined
in how, ail the' membersof -the committtee
wiil be chosen. It's up ta the arts community
ta tell the oityhow tbey want their represen-
tatives choseri

The committe. structure being proposed
by the. task force is stili anly a proposition.
City. council bas the option ta refuse the.
recornmendatkans o4urlbt or make any
ammendments tl4ey wlsb. .'

if this carmittee structure os ratified by
council it will be unique In ail of Canada.
Sucb a committee is unpreoedented and it is
therefore impassible ta predictthe effects of
this commlttee an Edmonton's art scene.

educating-the governmont ail over again."
Baker feels that white th e educational pro-

cess is long and arduous "at least it bas-,
begun.»

One of the more controverslai speakers at'
Iastweelk'e raily, U of A creative writirag pro-
fessar Rudy Wiebe, agreed t hat the arts iistý
beconie morp aggpesslve in their'lobby
efforts, buthave té %e a fittnie %&Pdlite."

"People in Alberta are sucb weak-kneed
wiilies," said Wiebe. "We were too polte (at
the rally). That's na way ta tell sorithing ta
the governinent."

Wiebe thinks the raly was saylng thmngs
against the. governmnent in generlc ways so
that no one would get insulted. "The speak-
ers at the rally talked In dry stâtistical terms
and neyer bit in the guts."

Wiebe, the only speaker who mrentioned
the Progresive Canservative party in bis
speech, was booed as hecklers in the
audience screamedout "stick ta th. arts-
not- palltlcs.0

1I was absolutely astound.d," muid Wlebe.
"We're talking about the govemment and
what is the &overmnt but Tory." The fed-
eral government and seven of the ten pro-
vincial gavernments are Tory.

Wiebe thlnks Albertans "don't seem ta
bave the nerve ta say that tbis govmrment
doesn't care about the arts, and don't bave
the e gt tagive examples.

continue. Iobbying
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