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ITHE, SIG N 0F THE M A PLE
A Monarch of the Winter World.

By ADELiNn T"~Kzy."o ! INE tree taîl, 0! pine tree taîl,
How faithful are thy branches,

Not green alone in suuiimer time,
But green 'mid winter's snow and rime,
0O! pine tree taI],- 0! pine tree taîl,
With faithful leaves and branches."

Purpie-green againit
the blue-grey af a win-
ter sky stands the pine
tree in aur narthern
clime, almost, 'one

cud imagine, with
an air of -defiance ta-
ward the fiercest windsand keenest frosts the
season can hring forth.
Not a leaf will it drap
becauise of the wind
and chili; the most it
will do is fold themn for
the winter's rest. If
the stark, bare. tragic-,
looking form of a leaf-
less pine confronts the
eye as it sweeps the
horizon, be sure that
the tree is dead. .

The canif ers, or
cone-bearing trees are
distinguished for giv-

"G1~ttXe-tUllS fsixg ing us the cheer of'Gea tretuk n*in green ail tbraugb thelik Cahedalcolmus1'winter mnonths. There
are other trees, stich as the live oak, and the red-
berried holly, that retain their green in winter, but
they neyer ca be copnfused withi the conifers, "Ail
needle-leaved, tapering trees," clothed in green
wheii the snow is on the ground, are cone-bearers.

There are a number of conifers, and even people
accustamed ta looking at tbem daily are often con-
fused as ta their species. The bemlock, the spruce,the fir, the cedar, the pine art, aIl winter greens-
bow are we ta distinguish them ? If we were ta
acknowledge that we could flot distinguish a pine
tree f rom other evergreens we would probably
amuse very many people who have been reared
among the aromatic trees; but we believe there are
some wbo are labouring uinder this difficulty.

There are eigbty niemibers of the gentis Pînus,
and ail are distinguislied from ather conifers hy the
f att that their leaves or needles are attacbed ini
clusters ta the twigs. Ail other native conifers
have their leaves set singly tupon the twigs. This
one thinLy of Lyrotios distinQtiish the nine. Pine

pitch pine and firs with a close, smotbering heat.
We are not surprised ta learn that the great tree

made an impression on the spirits af men, and that
some primitive peoples regarded it as having super-
natural qualities. Finding it in the snowy Himilaya
Mountains, the Hindoo called it the "tree of gods."

The Douglas pine reaches a height of three hun-
dred feet,' and grows sa straight that it is used for
masts of ships. One writing of themn says: "So
great is their height that it seems as if a man stand-
ing an the tapmost baugh might with his outstretcb-
ed hand pluck the stars frani their places."

Anyoue who has had the privilege of walking
through a pine forest knows the feeling of awe and
reverence which it inspires; the great tree-trunks
rismng like cathedral columns; the soft carpet of
fallen pine needles, grown brown with age, an which
a foot-fali can scarcely bie heard. One feels like
treading lightly and speaking softly. The light isý
dim. The stillness is intense, for the fragrant gum
of those trees is sa bitter that no insects trouble
theni. Indeed, the pine has been called 'the most
inhospitable of trees, because of the fact that it does
flot invite or entertain the insect world. Then there
is the pungent odaur, whicb is Isaid ta be laden with
healtb-giving virtues, and the over-arching branches
forming snicb a close roof that snow or ramn can
scarcely reach the sulent temple underneath.

1The sang of the pine bas been immortalised by
more than one poet:

"Many vaices there are in Nature's choir,
And none but were good ta hear

Fiad we mastered the laws of their music weII,
And could read their meanings clear.

But we wbo can feel at Nature's toucb,
Cànnot tbink as yet witb ber thouight;

And I only know that the saugb of the pinie
With a spell of its awn is fraught."

The pine tree bas not the power of reproducing
itself possessed by other trees; as soon as the top
is cut down the root dies, there exists no power of
sen.ding out shoots from the roots 'or stump. The
canes are the seed-holders of the pine, the seeds
being located at the base of the scales, and the young
pines grow from the seeds alone. Owing to this,
and the very large denands made for the tumber of
the pine, naturalists say that tbe tree is doomed ta
extinction as a forest tree, and in the near future
shall he seen only where it is preserved in parks
and gardens.

There are mnany legends connected with the pine
tree, of wbîch tbe following is an exaniple:

"An Indian once went ta tbe Great Spirit ta
ask a favour. He had a desire ta be very tail, taller
than any other Indian in tbe land. This displeased
the Great Spirit, anid in his anger he changed the
Indian into the ta]] tree which we cal] the pine;
and bis tuft of feathers
is now seen on the
crown of that great
nxonarcb."**

the service rendered by the deft, black-robe
of a well-ordered English household seerm
fluons. ht is well enough, she feels, to be r<
a dark winter's -morning from the too s
comnfort of a warma and luxurious bed by
voiced girl instead of a jingling alarm-cl(
the accompanying drawing up of blinds or
of gases seems to the sleepy guest a thoni
necessary, flot ta say intrusive; and througl
day it is the samne with other ministration

Many Canadians, however, find it easy ta
even in a few months' time, a taste f(
luxurious observances, and on returning ho:
often makesý the scarcity of servants sen
hard.

But there is another side ta the questior
haps the insistence of the ."servant probi
Canada and the fact that Canadi-an girls
shape readily into maids and shop-girls as
tial as those of England is nat wholly ta be
ted, for though in itself the work is use
honourable it is often dane under conditiox
unfair ta the worker, and the comparative
the solution of this problem in England for
ta think of the griml background of the s
and misery of thousands behind the 1
luxuries of the well-to-ýda.

A Good Fairy.

M AR"E MONTESSORI, a lecturer in tl
versity at Rame, is said ta be the tn

tellectual waman in Europe. She is an e
and, convincing public' speaker. and has gý
wide reputatian for hier ideas in the teaci
childre 'n. She advocates the carrying Of inst
ta the mind of the child by means of tový
also has built a "mode! house" for the poor,
it has a room set apart and specîally equip]
the chîldren. In it are tays of bier awn ini
designed ta teacb the littie anes ta read and
ier ideas have faund such an appeal ta thi

tical mind she bas been invited ta build a
exclusively for children in Milan.

Why H-e Was Excluded.

A FRIEND.af Mr. James Whitcomb Rileyan- occasion when the humorist was irdi
attend a "literary" dinner in Indianapolis gi
honaur of one tf the navelists who live ther<
Riley had been told to take in~ ta dinner a si
the hast, an excellent waman, but not literar7
conversation tauching upon the beiuties of C
about whom a certain set of the city was thet
vating a fad, a spirited discussion ensuied,
which the bewildered sister cauglit from tume
only the name "Chaucer." At last she whi
ta Riley:

"Who is this Mr. Chaucer they're talk
uch about? Is hie very popular in society

"Madani," solemnly responded Riley, 'thi
did something that forever shuts hiim out of sc

'Mercy!1" exclaimed the worthy wonr.
was it?"

"Fie died several hundred years ago," said
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