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AMHERST-ANCI
- a An Aggressive
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In the background, beyond the Marshes, Chignecto Bay ies ike a ribbon of silver. The
Intercolonial Railway ia the immediate forefront divides!Busy Amnherst into two sections.

Each put forth bis qualifications as a leader of men
-bew bis owri horn. Thus was the beginning of
modern poiitics, and.uow they are agitating for gov-
ernmeut by commission. It was the cow's horri, or
was it a ram's horu, that started ail the trouble-
street pianos, German bauds, baudis of hope that
there wouid be uo more bauds-ail attributabie to
that one littie experiment of primitive man. Such
was the case in Amherst-if'a mari wasu't a bands-
man he wag a politician, or both. They bad a good
band twenty-five years ago, and somne of the then
niembers are among those mentioned in a preeeding
paragraph. Time broke up this oiganizatiou, and
it remaiued for a blind man, William Casey, to me-
organize it. The story of William Casey is oue by
itsef-a page of romance stitched into the book of
reaiity. But of that again.

King Edward's Coronation was the occasion of
the re-assemblirig of the old band-soft-lipped and
stiff-fingered many of them-but a bandsman or a
politician neyer forgets how to blow. The result
was rather good. But it was not uritil au Old Homne
Week was proposed that the reorganization found
itseif. Now, Old Home Week last year was one
grand revelry by night and day-six or seven of
each. The far-faring Amherstonians came back

frori ah corners of the earth. The home-staying
ones welcomed them-the tailor shops neyer had
such a demand for quart-sized hip-pockets. The
centre illustration gives onie au idea of a street
parade they gave. One had to be there to appre-
ciate ahi they did. One notable feature was a mys-
terious midnight assemblage of the men of affairs,
and when the procession rounded the corner old mien-
and young, professional and business mien were out-
wardly arrayed as if for the chambre a coucher.

The Pilgrims, sixty strong, twenty of theri
comedians, did' much to make the week memorabie.
Principal Cutten, of Acadia University, was'a gor-
geous drum major, followed by the most promineut
men of an ex-Amherst. Tbough the Pilgrims did
their part nobly, the conimittee in charge of the
demoustration were f aced by a deficit. Here was
work for the Pihgrîmis-uot alone had they to wipthis out, but their instruments had to be paid for.
That esprit de corps, that bas made Busy Amherst
arose to the occasion. The means they took to pain-
lessly extract the mnoney f romn a willing public was
a mock court, with a breach of promise case, coxi-
ducted by the leading lawyers of the town, and a
King's counselor as presidiug juege. The trial
Iasted three nights-the result augmnented by re-
ceipts frori a bazar, and a monster circus in the
Winter Fair Building, and a inasquerade bal,
cleaned the siate anid gave thern a handsome surplus.

The surplus was the beginning of a permanency
to this body of enthusiasts. Having doue something
worth while, and having a musical organization of
nearly sixty excellent musicians, they set about in-
creasing the surplus to $20,000, am an endowmenit
fund for the hospital.

Busy or industriai Amherst bas amoing other
things one of the thrce enamiel bath factories oi
Canada, in the Amherst Foundry Co. Prom a little
planing miii of twenty-five years ago, bas developed
the Rhodes, Curry Co., and the Canada Car and
Foundry Co. Likewise, Christie Bros. littie null
bas growu into a big casket and trunk factory. The
Robb-Engineering Co. <leveloped from a small stove
foundry, until to-day the Robb-Armstrong engines
are worid famed. Tbe Hewson Wooilen Mills,

mherst


