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“ideals, perfect the nation’s life.

In view?

to them in this nmew country; and that they are
willing to give of their best in return, so far as they
are able or instructed. As yet they lack adequate
leadership—such leadership, for example, as the
French have in Quebec—but that obstacle will soon
be removed. We came in contact with several clever
young men, who have risen from the ranks, and
who are preparing themselves for this work. Some
of these men have taken advantage of the oppor-
tunity given them at the Wesley Institute to study
Boglish, history, and so forth; and a few have gone
even farther, and have prepared themselves for the
universities. One such youth whom we met—Theo-
dore Huninuk by name—has within the last three
years, through taking advantage of the night school,
prepared himself for the university, and will next
year enter upon an arts course. He 'is at present
doing preparatory work at Wesley College, Winni-
peg. This is no mean record

beliefs, and in many other directions.

THE COURIER.

(zecks, Slovaks, Croats, and Serbs, All these peoples
differ in language, in social customs and religious
If this war is
to achieve anything, and if the United Kingdom is
to carry out its explicit promises, the rights of the
little nations and of the little peoples will be re-
spected. This is what the Ruthenians in Canada
long for in connection with their own race. For
generations, and, indeed, for centuries, separatist
tendencies—that is, all tendencies making for the
preservation of national life arfd culture—have /been
struggling for supremacy against the almost over-
whelming power of autocracies, whether in Russia,
or Prussia, or in old Poland and in modern Austria-
Hungary. The Ukrainians, or as they are generally
called, the Ruthenians, base their = claims to a
separate national existence on the fact that they
make up a population of 30,000,000, inhabiting that
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district in Russia and Austria which lies between
middle Galicia and the Caspian Sea. This is a terri-
tory which in itself is greater than the entire German
Empire, and considerably larger than France. The
Ukrainians, moreover, speak a language which they
maintain is not merely a dialect of Great Russian—
the language of the majority in Russia—but a dis-
tinet language in itself, allied to Great Russian, but
not identical with it. ‘This race has been oppressed,
in the modern historical period, first by the Poles,
and then by the Russians and Austrians. Under
Polish domination, as latterly under Austrian and
Russian domination, the Ruthenian nobility have Dbe-
trayed the common people, and have adopted the
conventions and manners of their rulers, and sup-
ported autocratic government. The Ruthenians in
(anada, having acquired liberty for themselves,
naturally enough long for the day when a democratic

government shall Dbe estalb-

when it is considered that but §r
three years ago he ‘was '
ignorant even of the English
language. It is not possible,
of course, to estimate the gen-
eral intelligence of the body
of these people by the achieve-
ments of the few who have
come to the front; but it is
significant that not only the
Ruthenian element, but the
foregn element in general, has
done exceptionally well in our
We-stern universities.

ANADIANS may, then, well

: ask themselves whether
their future policy shall be
tha.t followed hitherto in the
United iStates, and which has
admittedly failed, of attempting
to assimilate the foreign races,
Or whether it shall be their
alm to nationalize them spiri-
]t;lall‘y_ That is to say, the
Ominion  must consider

ggftther all its peoples shall be
g 9(1,' S0 to speak, into one
w'illpe and form, or whether it
be best, in the end, to
?:r(r)nit these foreign ‘elements
eacuur_DODulation to contribute
the .n1t§ own.s,pecial gift to
- t;itlonal life as a whole,
il us, through giving them
o On community and econ-
i¢ interests and mnational

This Ruthenian Na-
tional Hall is a
Physical Culture and
Social Club, “Zapros-
ka Zich.,” It was
built in 1914, on the
100th anniversary of
the birth of Taras
Chevchenko, t h e
Chaucer of the

ust all Canadians speak one Ruthenians.

tis’:i‘;la.ge, and live according to
Drinciliheg rules, ideas and
I‘esidp es? In this connection »
vergeht Murray, of the Uni-
madey Of.'Sa.skatchewan, has
With a significant statement
l‘e.feren‘ce to the value. of
Oui \Ir)anous .foreiugn tlements in
opulation.

If President
nt ™M 2
(quoteq o tllllzrays words

Of the twenty-five
Russians who went
out of the Night
School with the
Canadian forces to
the front, these are

lished in the homeland.

OW, throughout Ukrainia,
the aristocracy of the
population forms the dominant
majority, though not the actual
majority, among the people.
The aristocracy occupy all posi-
tions of value in the civil ser-
vice, direct the country’s edu-
cational programme, or lack of
programme, and- control its
legislation. In Eastern Galicia,
the TUkrainians have one
secondary school for each 700,-
000 in the population, while
the Poles, '‘who support the Aus-
trian bureaucracy, have one
secondary school to each 50,000
in the population. Moreover,
the Polish minority controls
seventy-three per cent. of the
seats in the provincial legisla-
ture, while “the - Ruthenians,
who make up the bulk of the
population, control only twenty
per cent. of the seats. Not

until after much hardship and
persecution did the Ruthenians
secure the right, in 1905, to pub-
lish newspapers and ‘books in

three. The man on
the right has been

killed in action, and their - own language. Eyen
eight of his com- health bulletins advising the
rades have been people how to protect them-

wouhded. selves against cholera and other

epidemics were published in
‘- what to them was a foreign
language, that is, in Great Rus-
sian. 'The Ukrainians propose
a programme after the war
which all friends of democratic
government are willing to aid
them in putting through. They
demand that illiteracy shall be
abolished, that the civil service
shall be opened to them, that
they shall be given an oppor-
tunity to advance their econ-
omic interests so that Germans
and Jews will no longer domin-
ate their industrial life; that
agrarian reforms shall be in-

Little tots, not old
enough to enter the
Public schools, are
given their first les-
sons in English in
the school shown be-
low. It is supported
by the people of Fort
William themselves,
and has a native
teacher at its head.

3 opposite
f;fi) are true—and they are
¥ true—can Canadians

;gmi’oﬂier pursue the inane
e allot attempting to elimin-
Cus/tom he traits, traditions,
B ke Sfand. peculiar aptitudes
oreign stocks that go
Whilcn}f'ke up our nation, and
Says‘ 's. as  President Murray
tionél‘ 111_ .ri?chly endow our na-
s u'n':fe. Or should spiri-
Mationl ¥ result.ing, in the for-
DuFDOSoOf a national will and
8, be the great object

To R"et\ll‘n, however, to the
Uthenians. One thing

t
iﬁattalsl:‘rikes the investigator,
o Ing with these people,
2 It intenge love and sym-
. ¥ for their own people in
dia‘nsmothev.land. Most Cana-
just~simagme that Slavs are
1erm qllavs.‘ Included in the
S 01; IRV, there are, as a mat-
Sk aint, many distinet lan-
gy a not distinet races;
Poles VS th_e Russiang, the
8, 'the ' Ruthenians, the

stituted whereby large estates
shall be broken up into small
holdings; and that democratic
tendencies, in a word, shall be-
come the order of the day.

B have gone thus far into

the situation in Galicia

and Russia to explain why the
Ruthenians in Fort ‘William
and elsewhere in Canada de-
vote so much of their time to
the discussion of what to us

would  be considered foreign
problems. To them it is &
matter, however, of the most

vital concern. And, indeed, in
this respect, there is no cause
for blame, but much for praise,
inasmuch as by their interest
in European affairs the Ruth-
enians widen their horizon, and
obtain an insight into world
affairs. Canadians, as well as
Americans, tend to ‘become
parochial merely, in their out-
look, and here also, perhaps,
there is room to learn.




