
CANADIAN COURIER

lience hable tu have tîteir popunlat ions. 1l4 ol tfflee reveclalewO I'

due, banik clearings, building sta-ttist îc anîd s) oil, lîIced linxtap
tion. \,onitreal l)eat s Tronto al ex er\, poinut. e.xcepl ili the mnat ter iu
clean streets and ait animtal inîlur4rial exhibition.

The latest form of rivalrv is in the streigth, of ils citizen soldierv.

The other Sunday, the Toronto garrison tlirne(l out un church parade
somte 3,135 strong. I xvas flic largest armiv Toronto lbad eve*r
exhîbited and the newspal)ers talked about it. On1e hitindrcd thousand-
citizens linied thie streets, since it was al lovcly MNax' dax'. and evcry oee
uvas proud.

A week later, Monitreal lhad a sirniilar annual chiurch parade itît
g General Buchan in comtnand, andl once more it 1)rovetl ils stlperioritv

by a muster of 3,30,4 of aIl ranks, or 200 more than Toronto. Further.
thue crowd on the streets wvas estÎiated at une hnndred andl fift\x
tbonsand, or fifty thousand more tban Toronto. The mtîuster is inter-
esting and uvas made tîp as follows;

Staff................ ....................... 15
Cavalry, Artillery, aîtd Engineers ........ «...........579
Infantry Brigade (lst, 3rd, 5th) . ................... 1,482
Probational Brigade . ....... ...................... 3261
Seconîd Infantry Brigade (65th and Cadets)>..........912
Veterans......................... ............. 50

3,304
It xvill noxv be loronto's prend privilege te iake anoîber attenl)t.

BRITISH COLUMBIA GRUMBLING

B PITISTI -1 MIA should avoid getîng a reputtatîoln as a1
grumnbler. For years that province bias inaintained that il

sliotl<l get "bletter ternis." Tt got them. and still it is nul satisfied.
It lias conîplained about tlie japanese and If indoos anI bias set tlîe

whole mnachinery of gui ernument workinig overtîmie on its l)elialf. It

caîîsed a Cabinct ninister to go fron t Ottawa lu Tekie to disclnss

japanese immigration and a dep)ttv Ifiniister te go to Londont to

consult witb the British Ge-'vernimenît as te tîte I lîndoos. It is still

pursuing a I)olicy of mnlitering ilînler ils brcath as tu the policy of ilie
Dominion Government li several particulars.

Vancouver, wbere nîost of the trouble originates, bas really no
more trouble witb immigrants thai lias Toronto, Winnipeg or Mont-

4 real. -Dîtring the past wînter bot Toronto anil \Vitnipeg ]laxvc
dispensed fully as inuchi charity iii looking after indigent nexyconilers
as lias Vancouîver. Of course, Tloronto andl Winnipeg are larger and
wealthier cities, but Vancouver cannet and wouid net plead pox'ertx-.

Let ils mieet ail our national l)rullenis in a synipathetic aîul
broad-minded spirit, witb (lue consideration for the country as a
whole* Eacb province bias a rigl and a dinty lu keep its partîcular
needs before the people of the other p)rovinces antI )eforc the
Dominion authorîties. This nlecessity ducs net require nmore than

plain argunment and certainlly dues utet juîstify continuons gritîmblîîîgs
about -tunfair treatmient."

THE CALL FOR LITERATURE

T HIE vexed qunestion o>f xvbetlier Canada lias a literature is becomning
alm-ost as thîreadbare as t1e school-boy ilebates on Mary Stniart's

execution, and the comparative vîrtues of cutyadity lîfe. A\
Toronto paper was complacent enougb te Say tlîat Mrs. Ilumplhry
Ward lectured on "The Peasant in Literature" iii a country xvhich
possesses neither peasants nor literature. Are we not ' ver-watclhfnl
of what we are pleased te terni our literature? \Vlien ive cease frumn
puliing it up and examining the roots, tbe tender plant, miav bave a
chance to bloomn bravely. We are in <langer of insisting that there
must be a Great Canadian Novel, after the fashion of some of our
neighbours who are so busy in trying to discern a masterpiece of fiction
in a story by Mr. Winston Churchill (not the member for Dundee) or
by Mrs. Edith Whiarton tËat they forge, the works of Nathaniel Haw-
thorne. When a great poemr or novel is produced in Canada, il will

»be written by one who bas net heeded the cries of the market-place,
who has not beard the uîrgent demand for "'Canadiaii" colour, buit wbo

>lias written for the world the things wbiich lie found in bis own realm
>of the imagination. Those who are so persistent in asking for a litera-
ture appear 10 regard it as se mueh cheese, fleur or pork. Literature
is not a matter of order-not thougli Mr. Andrew Carnegie or Mr. John
Rockefeller be the man who demands its production and who fancies
that he may create a market. "Best-sellers" we have every year but a
great book is another matter. . Let us refrain from wailing for a
startling "Canadian"' novel wbich will be a jumble of the Rocky Moun-k tains, Niagara Falls and the tides of the Bay of Fundy. A vital work

of lji crat ure is lîroader and deper t han aux- race or c uti \ -i t 1 )11III'ý

tu hum'iiaitv and corne. in anlo\ er to nu local demaifl for "inailc î*î-

C anadta- characters.

THE KING'S PLATE-A RACE

M -~1 -ý\N people helieve thiat horse-racing is immoral and vet hre
raci ng is une of the nmust pupular uf .\nglo-Saxon spo>rts. 'ihe

journa]îst xx ho is anxlus to lilease aIl bis sublscril)ers and he coulnte(

a mural force iu the connufîty should neyer wxrite un hiorse-racing,
even wheni His Majesty's annual gift of fifty guineas forins part of
the prize. Tt is really impossible for a inan to l)e a great journalist
or a great 1 )reacher and go to see a hiorse-race. This is one of the
axioîns or postulates of Canadian life.

Met iii spite of this circtnmstance, it is impossible to fail t<î notice
that last Saturday was a great day iii Caniadian racing anais. 'l'le
lea(ling citizens of 1\ontreal. O ttawa, Toronto anîl other Canadian
cities gathered at the Woodbine, Toronto, to sec a liiniber of two>
year-old thoroughbreds compete for 'the forty-ninth time iii a race
known as the King's Plate. it mav he that it is the confining of this
race to Canadian-bred horses that is the justification xvhichi these
leading citizens find for their conduct. Or it may be that they are, in
the words of certain politicians. "bold enough to be honest and hionest
enougli t{) be 'bold." Whiatever we mnay think of their conduct, it is
quite truc that cabinet ministers, judges, meînbers of parliament,
presidents of great railways and ether lesser in(liviiluals attended this
race-nmeet. Even luEs Excellency the Governor-General was p.resent.
with his state-coach broughit front O~ttawa for lte, occasion. Tbey
were ail interested to discover whether or not 2\1r. Joseph Seagrani,
M.P., could win this race for the thirteexîth lime and they ciîeered
xvlien lie acconmplishied the feat-the niost ilarvellous racing feat in
our records.

Of course, no great journalist coul<l con(lene stucl a proceeding.
\\re have nu intention of (lefending Lord Grev, Mr. Charles M. llays,
Mr. 1). D). Manin, and the varions senators and pl)blicists wlbo attended
that race-nmeet. \Ve quite admnit that it xvas tiot a Stnnday-school
affair and that it was îîot an ev'ent which is likely to assist in abolish-
ing *'the bar." \Ve muust also admit thzt these gentlemen would have
beeîî nîch better cemployed pickîng wildl twxers in the woo<is, or
rea(ling froni Ilansard soute of the long speeches on the nlecessity for
grea ter hunesty in publlic life. They ight have nised thîter timie to
grreater advantage in vÏiting the varions political conimittze roonis

throtigh<nt O ntario ami Qnebec wliere the two p)rovincial govern-
ments are now on trial. We admit ail this, but ive still find il
necessary to note that these gentlemen chioose ratlier to don frock
coats and top biats and spend ain afternoon witli their friends watchîig
ant exhibition of that wonderfill sport whichi retains sucbi a hold upun
the affections of the B}ritisb p)eop)le. We canntot describe their Sensa-
tions in (letail for the reason already stated, that great journalists
miust îlot enîlanger their reputatioxîs by attending, evenl in a critical
spirit, such foolisb ani worldly exhibitions.

SPORTS AND DULL TIMES

S PEAKING generally, most peop)le will admit that tbis is net the
briskest periud in Caiadla's history. The tinies are flot bad, bult

tra<le was brisker a year ago. Yet it is remarkable how liberal. the
public is in its patronage ofamusemnent places and sporting events.
In Toronto there were ýtwo basebaîl matches on Victoria* Day 'and
10,000 peop)le attended the morning event and 15,000 tlËe afternoo'î
gaine. At tbe samie tîme, a large crowd watched the Olympie trials
at Rosetlale to see Laxvson win the Marathon and 'fait win the 1,500
metres fiat race. \'Vitb these two events in progfess, eight thousand
people attended the Woodbine races and many thousands visited
varions excursion points. Tbese numrbers are, large for Toronto, and
indicate that the general public is not feeling despondenit and is flot
anxious about to-morrow. In Montreal and elsewhere, the experience
is similar.

It is an excellent indication of tlîe spirit of tbe Can 'adian people
that it is net inclined to, mope- even under circumstances which bave
been somlewhat ,trying. While the immigration front. the United States
is holding its owvn, the total immigration shows ,a decline. 1Foreign
trade -is declining. It is n 'ot so easy to place bonds aI>road.ý Yet the
prospect of a bumper- crop, the excellent uindertsjnc of local, and inter-
provincial tfade, and the general faitli of the.peopie mno re than over-
corne any adverse conditions. Canada i-s-'ippy and joyful'and her
people are willing to celebrate on bolid~ with even more fervour
than on any former occasion.


