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Narcisse Coùstantin Faùcher de Saint* Maurice iwa8 born on -the 24th. of May' 1817 af

Saint Michel de Bellechasse, « His father was Major Charles Faucher de St. Maurice, and'hii

mother was nained -Marie , Genevieve Casaiiet. To Canadians those naines: are suggestive" of

merit, for each of. the families in question bas given to, the chûreà ùéble sons, tD the magistracy,

to science and to arms, wortby and distinguished Ô rnamentB, amongst whom may be especially

named the late Reverend W. Casanot, grand vicar of the Archdiocese of Quebee, and founderof

the unitersity. of Laval. The faraily Fauche:C is ancient and honorable auýpngstthe families

of French-Canadian origin. Originally froiý...1ýLousîn it can trace its line -bac- to the Iron

times of the 13th century, and, several representatives 6f th . e naine yet -live in the district of

Aunis'and Saint.Onge in France. ' Thefounder of the Canadian branch,.IÀenoard, came to New*

France on the 15th of October, 1669. He «settled at Sainte Jeanne de'Neuville, in the baýony

'of Portneuf, and since tbat date bis descendants have cultiva.ted the soil, spreading their forces,

even to Acadia, where they yet live and prosper.

The nineteenth of bis family, young Narcisse, at the' ao,,e of seven years, accompanied. bis._

eldest brotherY L'Abbé Edouard Faucher de Sam' t.M,%urice,:on bis voyage to- Restigoucheto

whieh plaée the Mîtrepid priest had been named. -as missionary.' The days spent in shooting

river courses in a canée, long nights passed on--the. shore beneath the starry firmament, inter-

niinablr&travels through the umbrageous forestÉ, those grand old woods " of Canada, 80 Sung
by -mDLr all combined to inspire a gentlèness of spirit, and

San a tenderiiess of manner,

poetry of soul, wbich gave the subject of our'.sketch an eûdearing melancho.ly, a âweetness'

of conversation, highly prized by those'within bis circle. During--theýcourse of . tbose tmvelp

young Faucher learned the language of the Aben«ý ý , and bis interesting reminiscences of

thaï time bave been partially preserved by bis son," the author of - a work entitled '« De Tubord -

a Babon" One of those remenibrances is strikingly told by the writer, and is of gieat histori-

cal value, as we.1las of family pride, for it.connects the name ýf Faucher with the brave effort.

made to save the lives of -the white" èolonists, of Baie des Chaleurs by' Père Edouard, before

mentioned, the result of whieh restored peace amongst the Micmac Indians and laid the foun-

dation of a j ust treatmeùt of our diisky brethrén bý the Parliament of Lower Canada in 1824.

The young Faucher, after returni from, Baie des Chaleursi entered.,the seminary of Que-

bec, having for bis class companions; such gifted youth.3 as Taschereau, now our beloved Arcli-

'bishop, Langevin, now Biâbop of Rimouýk4 the deçeased. Lue Letellier de St. Just, Chauveau,

author, ex- remier, David Ross, formerly attorn -aeneral, and amongst a host of others, the

immortaJ priests, Belanger and Darveau.

In 1837 Mr. Faucher was- admitted té the study of law, and in 1842 he. réceived bis diPl
loma as. advocate, upon whièh, he begàn, bis professional life with the p resent Judge- Tessier,.

profeswr of LavaJ. ' For many years he pursued an honorable and lucrative, career at the bar,

but a lively iiùaginàtion.iýduced him. to abandon the profession for the more active life -of

speculation in timber and minerals.


