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government, and climate, in quitting the metropolis of the
,United States for that of the British provinces.

It was now but the eighth day froni my leaving Philadelphia,
and tfiere was a chance that 1 might reach Quebec on the

ninth (July Sth,) the carrent of the St. Lawrence being
often so powerful, that, when the wind favours, this passage of
170 miles is s'metimes made in seventeen hours, in sea-ph-rase
ten k-nots an hour, arriving at Quebec, in summer-ti.me, by
sunset the sanie day.

VOYAGE DOWN THE ST. LAWRENCE.

was not now in luck-, if 1 may be allowed the phrase, or
t-o speak with becoming dignity of a voyage upon the St » . Lawe-

rence, the wind was right a-head, and blew strong- from. the
north-east, with occasional. squalis of-rain through the day

and the followincr night; and 1 was glad to, come off with two
t.edious and wearisome nicrhts, spent at sea, to all usual intentsC

and purpose, of seafaring life, such as incommodities of every
-ind, apprehension of dano-er, disinclination to stir hand or1ýý>

,foot, and irreinediable delay. But 1 am anticipating events,
and ought, perhaps, to have kept the reader in that happy state
of suspense under which we usually advance to the most dan-
gerous or disagreeable adventures, without appreliension. or
ireluctance,

First, then, of the first. -After pa-ssino- the night under an
incessant tramplincr and rumi-nao-ing overhead, the boatmen

being, at work all nio-ht, stowincr away heavy freio-ht, and
,clearîiio* the decks of luggage, for the steam-boats of the St.
Lawrence are as much used for the conveyance of frei(rht as
of passeno-ers, 1 awo-e an hour or two afier day-light, ssome
leagues beloiv Montreal.

The great church of N arenlie.ç-,, with its two steeples, was
distinctly visible, torretlier Nvith. the isolated i-nount-in which

irises near Bouchervî1le, In the midst of surrounding plains:
but every other objectl- was at such an imnieasurahle distance,
for river scenery, that 1 was- much disappointed of the boasted

appearance of towits, and-villages, and scattered lia mi lets, tipon
the bariks of the 1*;4t-. Lawrence-said to exceed so fàr, in use
and beauty, the- scanty iinproventents upon the North River.

It is true the occasional spires of the jpar1sh-cAý,q'irches would
be necessarily beautiful, if, as they are described by fanciful

travellers, (fatigued by the repetition of substantial mills and
Meeting-houses in the United States,) they were actually seen

ipeeping over trees an(1 woods: but the trees are all cut away
round Canadian settlernents, and the unvarying- habitations,
.4tand in endleu rows, at equal distai)ces, like so, niwiy sentry.


