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hed a bettet opportunity than any man in the The Canadisns were ready fo Iicense the fiski~
British-Parliament of urderstanding the state of eries, and standing as we do to-day we areat the
affairs. in" these Colonics, he told the House of mercy of Canada. If Canada falls wemust fall.

?

Pecers thas hedid net believe that the publiv senti-

" ment of this country was oppesed to the union.

Lord Carnarvon explained that there had been
no election here on this question—that the con-
stitution did not require such an appesl; and the
whole facts having been explained to the House
with the greatest accuracy, thereswas not a single
man to oppose, the bill. 'The Times of the next
morning placed in the hands of every member a
clear statement of the position of this Province,
and of everything in relation te this matter.
‘When the Peers found that Lord Stratheden had
lent himself to statements they could notsustain,
they got up, one. af er the other, and left the
House. Mr. Howe heard Mr. Watkins’ stste-
ment to which reference has been made, and he
was.in constant communication with Mr. Bright
“and if any incorrect statement was made, Mr.
Howe is responsible for not having correeted it.
Therefore I say, if the House:of Commons was
misled by a single remark—Mr. Watkins having
misunderstood the time at whieh the Union dis-

- cussion took place—Mr. Howe and his friends

silvl:ie themselves to blame if they did not correet
m

+ Under the Quebec scheme the power to levy

an export duty on coal was left in the hands of
the Local Governments. We have changed that
ourselves. The. House well knows the policy
that I propounded on the question of the coal
mines last year. I regard them as the great
source of Provincial wealth and prosperity~not

- for the royalty which goes into the treasury, but

* because of their intimate connection with the de.
velopment of new branches of industry in this
country—of the impulse they must giye to manu-
factures in the Province. Infact, the possession
‘of coal mines, together with other patural advan-

tages, must, in the course: of .time, make Nova“

Scotia the great emporium for manufactures in
British Ameri¢a. We felt that in taking it out
of the power of any Legislature to double the
amount of royalty, we were giving a guarantee

to capitalists who might comein and invest their.

money in these coal mines, that the Legislature
could not come down and say they must pay one

or two shillings upon_every ton of coal raised,——

The hon. member has said that we_ sacrificed
the fisheries. Would- it-have been desirable to

. have left the protection of the fisheries_in the

hands of the Local Government? But there is

We have no status by ourselves; we have mno
standing in relation te the Empire apart -from
Canadsa.. As respects .‘this question, it i3 well
known that the policy of Canadahas always been:
supreme, altiough we have the largest fnterest in
the fisheries. Now, however, the:Canadians will
be interestedin them equally with ourselves, and -
we shall have such & voice in tho Weneral Parlia-
ment as will enrable usin all probability to large-
ly influence that body, for we shall, as shown by
the hon. ‘member for South Celchester, hold the
balance of power between the two rival sections
of Canada. ) ‘
. The hon. member has tannted me with
having made use of the Queen’s name, and
he and his friends have stated in a state pa--
per which they sent to the Colonial Office .
that this measure had been earried by the
abuse of our Sovereign’s name. The re-.
ference was clearly within the coustitution.
and sueh as 1s made within the Parllament
of England.. From the lips of our Royal
Sovereign I have heard the warmest ap-
proval of union.. The Province I represent-
ed, had the great honor and distinetion of
my receiving Her Majesty’s command to
wait upon her at Buckingham Palace, and
upon that eccasion Her Majesty congratu~
lated me upon the suceess which had at-
tended our efforts ; and when I expressed
the gratification with which her loyal sub-
jects would learn the deep interest she had
evinced in this measure, she replied: “
take the deepest interest in it, for I believe
it will make them great and presperous.”
{Cheers.}) ) -

I am glad that on the present oceasion
the hon. member for Halifax has had the
manliness— . '

Mr. Pryor—The
Halifax ? :

Dr. Tvrper—I do not wonder that my
hon. friend should .be anxious that -there
should-be—nomisapprehension 4516 Wwho ~
is meant. The hon. member for East Hali-
fax has to-night openly avowed his senti-
ments upon this question. I have always

e . .
hon. member for East

really no alteration made in this respect. In the felt that hoo. gentleman was serving the

Quebec scheme the power of legislation in refer-
ence to the deep sea fisheries was given to the
General and Local Governments in common, but
there was a clause which provided that regula-
tions of the General Government should over-
ride those of the Local Government. Now the
onl; difference is that the entire responsibility is
thrown upon the General Government. When
the House receives the public despatches on the
question of the fisheries they will see that the
course taken by the Government of this Province
was rendered imperative by the action of the Im-
perial Government. It was a compromise sug-
gcséd to the British Government by Canada.

United StatesTather than his own country;
I do not Tefer to any hasty—expression that
may have fallen from his lips; but I have _
been paintully impressed with the fact that
from the moment he took his present posi-
tion he would use every effort to transfer this
Province from under the British Crown to
the Starsand Stripes. We are told by him
to-night that he is ready to sacrifice the
best interests of his couatry in order to sa-
tisfy his yearning after connection with the
United States—that he is prepared to
choose, as betweeri a union with Canada
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