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The Covenant of Sait and Bread
AT ies in the outland, charity, honour, andbrotherhood die sudden, deplorable deaths.

On occasions the ten commnaudmients are
shattered and the fragments ground to

dust. Yet though the decalogue does flot always
hold for those of the high north, there exists one
covenant infallible. It is the covenant of sait
and bread.

Who eats sait and breaks bread with a man shall
flot harin that man!

Fromn St. Michaels to the Ramparts of the Por-
cupine, f rom Lake Liard to Dyea Beach, men of
the northland know that iaw. He who transgresses
it takes the consequenices. Somjetimes the conse-
quences arrive in the forin of a rifle bullet fired
iu mnad pursuit, sometimes lu the shape of a noosed
rope over the branch of a handy spruce, sometimes
lu other ways. But invariabiy they are sure and

This istory 13 one oj the best ever
turned oui by the, man who wrQte
" Empery." is' a tale o.f the Jar
north; gold, avarice, hospitality, honour
and knavery joistlinfg toîeiher. The
ju>o characters are bold, realisiic types.
The story is juil of strong sentiment,
aiho ut gush.
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ils selfsarne trai1. Thousands had turned their
iclcs ou ail they Ioved in the sunlaud and ou mort-
aged homes iu order to set triumphant feet upon

An army of Argonauts they had poured iniand,
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Tagus! Without ambition,
without glamour, without f eei-
KCept sullen resentment, he
his snowshoes,' his builet head
and blanket roll strapped to

shoulders. The trail rau like
.n ramparts of sn-ow across the

camping place somewhere below. Hie did flot notice
the loping huskies raise their heads, sniff hungrily
at the air, and swerve f rom the middle river ice at
the confluence of the streanis. He was not alert
tili an ominous crash jerked buin up short ln his
stride.

AND wvhat happened occurred so quickiy that he
Shad neither tume to raise a hand for take a

step to prevent. The river ice, apparentiy a yard
thick,' collapsed under the feet of the two foremnost
dogs. They dropped through like stones, dragging
the other three and the sledge into the hole they
had broken. The current of the Big Salmon corn-
bined at that point with the current of the Lewes,
and the force of the double flow swept the dogs
under the ice. The seven-foot sledge jammed a
moment, shaken furiously by the husies' struggles,
and Oene Tagus sprang for it. With au oath he
threw hiniseif face down ou the rim of the hole.
He grabbed the gee pole and feit for the sheath
kuife at his belt to cut the traces and save his
outfit. But wolf dogs' drowning paroxysms are
Powerful. and even as Gene laid hold nn hiqt knifie
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