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placed in a post of bonour on the platform, and so became aiso noticeable.
Hon. J. Ferrier occasional>' interjected practical business hints ; but beyondthese there is littie to notice in the la>' delegation: man>' of its members areevidently from the country. and however accustomed ta Ilspeak in meetin'"at home, would scarcel>' venture it in Generai Conference.

The matters in debate before the Conference are sufficientl>' significantof the march of events and opinions ; and of the powerlessness of even a rigidMethodisn, to stand against it. It is true that there are some in the Conferencewho apparent>' tbink that Finaiity was reached at hast when the union wasformed :and who seern inclined to set up barriers against the rising tide ; butthe majorit>' are awake ta the necessit>' of bringing their churcb into accordwith the movements of the age. The necessit>' for action was weli expressed
by the Chairman in bis opening address. Said Dr. Douglas: 'lDuring thepresent Conference permanence and solidity mnust be given to the system."
This can oni>' mean that at present there is neither. Allusion was made morethan once ta portentous movements within Metbodisrn in botb Enghand andthe United States which seemed to be ominous of coming dangers in Canada.According to the American journals there is danger there of disintegiation anddecay: the causes assigned being the lack of a bond of union between thechurches, the cumbrous machiner>' of the cburch govemnment, and the frequent
changes of pastors. To these ma>' be added, in England, the persistent
advance of the lait>' upon the power of governrnent, and the deep under-current
of liberal theological thought It is weli for Methodisrn in Canada that these
points are flot ignored: but that some of them at l.east are to receive consider-
atian and discussion. Thus.we find among the questions in debate, one
regarding the admission. of Iaymen to the Standing Committees : that the
people ma>' have a vaice in the appointment of ministers to the different fields.
It je well known that man>' men are smarting under what the>' consider injustice
and, fraternai tyrafn>' in the matter of their location ; and tbat they loudiy bint
at professional jealous>': the mere presence of a number of laymen on theCommittees would restrain these jealousies somewhat, and would remove the
sense ai themn from the ministers deait with. Another motion comes from the
influentiai Tabernacle, congregation in Toronto, for the extension of the terni
of niinisterial appaintment ta five years. This motion is echoed from other
quarters, and will doubtless becomre the law of the church: but it marks agreat change in Methodism., The saine metropolitan congregation petitions for
liturgical chan~ges; which, ýligh 't i n themselves, will make Metbodism hess dis-
tinctive. Thus, for, instance, we are ta hase probabl>' the "lgood old " custom
-of Il ining ont" the hymne in Divine service; and the preacher is to be privi-
leged ta offer paeimmediatel>' on finishing bis discourse 1

1Besidestheseemahi subjects of legishation, more important oncs are on the
çarpet. Rev. Mr. Bland, of Montreal, has twa motions on the paper whiclî areworthy oi notice. One is Ilto review the who]e question" of class-meetings:
and the reasons assigned are that "lmuch irregularit>' exists"; that many minis-
tors are,, Ilmuch perplexed "; and that tlîere is a wide-spread conviction that
the Church pohit>' Iladmits of modification."' 0f course Mr. Bland means"4improvement " : and man>' personswill share bis opinion. Here, also, it is
possi bIc that Methodism ma>' awake from the improving process as changed as
the Il little old woman"' by the pedlar's shears, iii the old nlursery' rhymc: witb
flot even a Illittie dog " to recognize it 1 Mr. I3hand's other motion respects
the relation of children ta the church. It is a deliberate proposai to alter the
bis toric character ai Methodist membership. We are ta lose the Ilgood old-
fashioed ." ,Methadist conversion, and to have instead a membership thus in-tr6duced .- " When yeare of sufficient intelligence have been reached, .say ten
,te twolve, lot the young people, suitabl>' cultured and spirituahly desirous, be
formahi>' and pubhîci>' recognized b>' the Church as members."1 Such is Mr.
Eland's motion; and it will at once be- seen that it brings Methodism intodirect hune with the Method of the Anglican Church as regards its membership).
The Scriptural right of this method is of course an open question. Now when
Mothodisrn gives up "lconversion" for "lculture" and Ildesire"-when it reviews
the whole question of ciass-meetings-when it grants a five-year l)astorate in
p lace of a biennial itifierancy-when it not oni>' bas laymnen in its legislature,
but places them on its important executive committees, what, in the namne ofail that je excellent, bas become 0f Methadism itseif? It ani>'remains ta place
the coaming IlSystem of Theoiogy"» in the stead of Wesley's Sermons as the
standardof doctrine,.and ta relax a littie the ri4idity of ministeriai subscription,
and. ho l-whaevoer Christianity May have gained-M.thodism itself, historicMetbodism, will be a thing of the past HUGH DONOOHUE.

A SCROOL OF- BEAUTY.

It is proposed, the papers tell us, ta form'a SChaOl of Beaut>', in which the
members, maie and female, pledge themselves ta do ail the>' can to make
tbemsehves comel>' b>' natural meane.' This is ane of the Mnost startling items
of intelligence which I have met with for a long time. It is simpi>' a proposai
ta revolutiaflize the costume of bath sexes, ta mubstitute a standard of taste for
a standard of fashian, and ta supplant the'hideous by the artistic. What an
undertaking 1 And what an amaunt of moral courage it wiil need ta give effect
ta it.

; ýThere rnust, of-course, be pianeere in faehiaoi. Somebody rnust have worn
tie'ftrst stôve. pipe, though it je difficult ta CS'ditthu.t an>' human being should
-valuntaril>' have endnred the amounit af cOntumely snob an act must have
à"WMvo The naine of the man who carried the &'slt-umbrella bas camne down
;item, sad we knaw that Jonas E[anwa>' was hooted i the streets because he
1ute&that .implement to pratect himef frorn th&,eaam. H e was a martyr ta
whose pIuc* sciety wili be indebted for ail time. ',In like nanner innovations
4 female. attire -had ta be adopted b>' individudt1 for, thé &St time. Some
*91=b jetc ode of Shaving the head and 'Weaug liru hairo clogged withPovdcr adpuwmin place oi berown hait.l $Dmeý'th intelligent Pioncer
fint wore hop '210 dcrbt ta the amaeent of ="mtid. o~i ur own day'
Ü=rut h* been a daring adventuress who coÙtti,.4. the týIé that Society

wdIb-havnme4ýwjth a robe,çonsn'ucted On the mcId4ef a sàù$I traDuser-leg,
th i erro 'w'lih h*d be compelledto adat ý Ï op # a means ai

progression, as a sparrow bops down a garden path.bu lThese n hos andother innovations needed courage and self-sacrifice, bu alt esehre nheroines must, however, pale their ineffectual light before the devoted band ofmembers of the School of Beauty in the enterprise to which they are devoted.We are not vouchsafed many particulars as to how the schooi will set aboutthe work of Ilmaking themselves comeiy by naturai means,"1 so as to induceothers to follow their enticing exampie. No limit is given as to the standard ofcomeiiness tiiey wîlI set up. There is, as we have Seen in newspapcr advertise-ments, a Ilstandard of natural sherry," and there may be a standard of naturalcoîneliness, but no two persons have ever agreed on lyhat it is. Nature offersa wide diversity even in the matter of natural beauty, and Art, seizing uponthis, gives us the most widely-contrasting results. Those who admire thebeauties Rubens painted can bardly go into raptures over the ideals set up bysome of our modern artists. When it cornes to clotbing these diversified typesof humnanity se that they may appear " comiely " by natural means andappliances, the task becomes gigantic. People are not agreed even as to howthey should be fed, much iess as to how they should be clothed. Aphilosopher bas lateiy written a satire against the atroclous habit ofeating animal food!I He contemplates with borror the idea of a wornanpuitting beefsteak into hier mouth, or even "1toying with veal-and.hamn orpigeon pie." 0f some ideai beauty, he tells us, "Ishe takes but coffeand ambrosial cates." Her sources of nourishment are, to say the least of it,lîmited; but the coffee and tbe Ilambrosial cales," wbatever they may be, andwherever obtainable, (possibiy at some local Alexander's) are sufficient, itseems, with the addition of exercise, to secure ber an Ilalabaster skin," Ilchceksof peacb," and the Ildancing sparkie of ber eyes divine." Perbaps 'she is anexceptional personage, else it might be wortb wbile for the new Scbool of Beautyto turn its attention primarily to induce ladies to gîve up meat and adopt a dietof the ambrosial cate and cofl'ee order. This would induce comeliness of form,and tben it wvould only bave to be supplemnented by comeliness in attire.Then, what form of attire? What to pick and choose out of the armouryof beauty for permanent use is the great question. The Scbool of Beauty seernsthus far only to have one canon. It won't toierate corsets as conducive toloveliness. "lPrizes wvili be given to those ladies wbo can mnove with ease andgrace, and so afford evidence of the free use of their limbs, whilst it wili be aieading rule of the school that, thotigb stays may be used as a means of support,tbey shahl not be deemed essential as an accessory to beauty. In other words,a nitural waist and a well curved back, witb a perfectly posed head wihi be at apremiurn, and a woman will not l)e cxpected to conceal, by unnatûral compres-sion, the possession of organs wbich are a part of berseif, and cannot bedispensed witb with'out loss of life." This is sensible, and mnay Iead to a ver>'important reform-may lead, in fact, to the recovery of beaut>' of form, in placeof the deformi'y %,rhicb bas s0 long passed for beaut>'. Another point to whichthe scbool may well dir;ect tbeir attention, is the covering of the feet. Naturein ber unsophisticated way bas decreed that people sbould walk en the soles oftheir fecet, flat or arcbed, as tbe case ma>' be. Fashion on the contrar>' ordainsthat they sbould ivaik on their toes, the heels being poised in the air. By tbelatest French decree, the heel of a boot is placed in the middle of the foot, andthis distortion is regarched as a triuimph of art. If lirizes are to be given, it wouldcertainly scem tbat one is due to tbe intrepid maiden iv'ho ivili appear in a bootor sboe in whicb the foot bas free and ample play, even to the extent of the
tocs getting the freedomn necessary for tbemn to act as they were intended to actin walking. But perhaps this is too much to expect, unicss Fashion were toordain a return to the broad shoe of Henry VIII.'s day, wit'i the slashed toes,-a shoe adapted to men with feet far better tban tbe pointed boot wbich seemsto have been designed for animais with boofs.

People wbo are to be rendered Ilcoinely by naturai means " ought tobegin by a wide deviation from the style of costume suggested by the fashionplates for botb men and women. The dress of men is anything but Ilcomnely,"except as regarded by the prejudices of fasbion. The figure is lost in it, andthe cut and fashion of the different garments is formai and inartistic to the lastdegree. But wbat change are we to adopt? It would flot do to go back tothe toga for men of mature age, leaving the tunic for the comieiy wear of youth.Both look capitally in pictures; but Il there arn't weather in pîctures,"1 as WiilFern says, and it would be difficuit to imagine anything more outrageous thanpeople with bedraggled togas rusbing about St. James Street on a wet day, ora youth shivering in the Place d'Armes witb bare arms and legs on one of ourwinter days. 0f course use is everything, and the ancient Briton wbo dyedhimself witb woad, and then heft the greater part of his body bare, did not feelthe cold. A Roman dandy, it is said, asked one of the Britons how it was thathe could with bis scant>' chothing endure the rigour of the climate. IlWhy»replied the Briton, " You comne here, and yet le.ave your face uncovered, don'tyou ?" IlTruc," said the other. " Very weii, then, I ara ail face," was thetriumpbant rejoinder. Short of woad and toga, it 18 hard to say what costumewouid restore us to comneliness.
With regard to the ladies, the question is a wider one, and it isnot forthose of the other sex to Presumne to hint a fault or indîcate an avenue to iillprovement. This, bowever, one may venture to say. It is one of the mOStlamentable things in life that our whole female population should be absorbedas it is in the one question of dress. The changes in the fashions are so rapidand so minute that it takes ail a woman's time and thought to observe and tOfollow themn. The vagaries as to dress extend to the veriest trifles, but thesetrifies becorne of magnitude in keeniy critical eyes. It may be said that ýawoman is to biamne if she bestows s0 much consideration on dress that shebecomes intellectual>' dwarfed in consequence. Wel, there is a great deai tebe Said 'bn the other side. A wornan's fortune in hife depends so much on berappearance that one may parody the famous lines and say-

Man's dress lu of'man's life a thing apart;
'Tîs woman's sole existence.

e~y il feels that by lieglecting the adorniment of ber person, and failing tOshw âf tr charnis'ta thé best idvanitage, she " loses a chance" in the gretlotttrY 0f het )Ilfe,--1.naiage. Hjence the force She. attaches to the axiotn'ýntit af théw*d~anoto the fashion.ý" This is ta be regretted;1*, infl tt,4.9 nîsotn; btis d;ffcRft ta Say' h6 it m&ày be rernedied. ' lio


