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PATHOLOGY.

ON THE1f MORBID ANA fONY OY tillRiC ULCERAION\ OF MIE
R ECTUM.

By T. B. Curlig, Esq., F. R. S.
My inquiries mto file morbid anatony of the rectum have led Ie to remark

the frequency of ulceration of its mucons lining, not only in cases of dysentery,
and as a consequence of the ordmary disease of the part, such as stricture and
cancer, but as a separate affection. I several specnnens which I have exam..
ined, ulceration wa3 diffused over a considerable extent of surface. I have
observed the whole of thc lower pàrt of the rectum stripped of ifs mucous mem-
brane for a distance of two or three inches. This extensve disease is some-
times, indeed gencrally, attended vith thickening and consolidation of the sub-
jacent tissues, withot diminution in the calibre of the bowel. The inuacular
coat is in some instances hypertrophied. In one case, the mucous coat for a
short distance within the sphincter was se riddled with holes as to fortm, as it is
described il the post-mnortem bock, "a pei fect cribtitori tissue," the snbmu-
cous tissues being at thle samne time much thickened. I have seen the imucous
membrane ulcerated in patches, the sound portions being in somte places
detached fromt the nuscular fibres beneath, so as to fori bridges more or less
broad, or nerely somte narrov bands or bridles. There werc frequently abces-
ses and fistulous passages mli ftle thickened tissues around Ile discased rectum.
In two instances ulceration had produced a pcrforafed openiig conunuiicating
vith the peritoncumn, death having ben ecaused by the escape of soue feculent

matter into flic abdomen and inflamnmation of the serons membrane. In other
cases the pertoneui nas imvolved mli the consolidation, and inflamed witîhout
being perforated, the omnentumn in one case being adherent te flic anterior part
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THERAPEUTICS.

ON THE DECOMPOSITION:OF PIIOSPHATIC CALCULI 13Y SOLUTIONS
OF LEAD.

Ry Dr S. Ellioll Hoskins, . R. S., 4-c.

[From cases which have occurred under his notice, Dr. Iloskins says, that
not only does the bladder, under irritation, tolerafe ftle presence of solutions of
lcad, but aise that they act as sedatives, and exert a favourable influence, directly
and indirectly, on the inorbid secretion of muicus which gencrally, in such caes,
exits. Dr. iIoskins procceds:}

Afier hiaving made trial of most of fthe vegetables supersalts of lead, all of
which act, nre or less, as unirritating deconponenits, I have returned te the
use of tuait originally proposed, the sitro-saccharate, ai by far the iost effective.
That prepared for nie by Mir. Garden, of Oxford Street, is miuch more energetie
as a cliemical agent than myîv own, and equally mild in its physiological effccts.
It is likewise more decidedly an organic salt, whicli I consider essential te the
fulfiliiment of flie ends in vie!w ; and 1 ami strengthîmeied in fle opinion that sugar
is a necessary ingredient, fromt the perusal of tlo papers in the July number of
the Pharmaceulical Journal; one by M. E. Peligot, on fle " CoImbinations
of Sugar with Lime," and another by M. Barreswill, on the "Solution of Car-
bonate of Lime in flic Saccharates,"


