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THE BEHAVIQUR 0F THE RED SQUIRREL

Bv A. B. KL.uw.i. M.A., DEPARTrmENT 0F ANimAL Bioocy,
QLUN'3 UNnfLtRs"T. KiNGs5ToN, CANADA.
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For the past eiglit months. tbat is front October
to May inclusive, 1 have had a maie Red Sqwirrel
(Sciurus hudsoncus loquax). under aimait daily
observation. Thic condition for acquiring informa-
tion on the normal behaviour cf tbis species have
becs practically ideal. Thi. squirrel as not lame
and 1 have purposely refrained f rom amy eforts to
render il so. since conclusions drawn f rom the
actions of a taine animal art of ver doubtful value
when applied to tbe species, in the wild stale. It
bas made is headquarters in a lazge sugar maple
tree which grows beside the bouse. the main Ilis
of wbich are on a level witb, and close to, my
second-story verar.dah, wbike the tips of the
branches are on a level with a window on the third
story.

The reason wby the squirrel selected Ibi lree as
its headquarters as no far to, seek. as last year tbis
maple produced an exceedingly bouatiful crop of
keys. which were lying tliickly on the ground be-
neath it and on the roof. while al the other trees
in the vicirity are sofî masples wbose keys had long
ago germinated.
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The main natural source of food supply of the
aquirrel bas been the Icys of the sugar maple; tbe
second moit important bas been the buds of boifi
sofi and* sugar mnaple. During April i consumed
coosiderable quantifies of buds, first of the sofi
maple and later, ehen dhe buds of îhe latter species
had cxpanded. turaing i.s attention £0 those of the
Sugar maple. After the leaves of the sugar inaple,
wcre about one-dird expanded ià cul off a god
many of the four-leaved sprays and ate the tendCr
Young stem, allowing the ceaves £0, fail te the
pound.

At thie end of Marci, when the sap, was fiowing
froin broken twigs of the sugar maple a&M running
down the under-side of the branches, the uquirrel
devoted moi of is ine £0 drinking sap. In ordr
bo ge at tbis sap it had in moi cases to ban up-
side-down, in the icanner shown in Figure 1. Wbhen
thus banging froin a sanall branch botL fore ma
1usd feet We clasped about the branch so that
the tocs nearly met on top of tic branch. V/heu
han4 front a large linb is position looked a
gond deal more precarioss but ài maintaincd ils
hold with case and certaiy. and though 1 saw it
thus suspended f rom large limbs over a hundred
times 1 neyer saw a single slip. Wh6en in titis pos- 1Fig. 2-8quirrel In rharacteristie

*ating attitude

ilion i relied chiefly on its hind legs. and ibere was
a decided beud outward in "bs leg aithei tarsal
joint. tbis bend evidendy enablings the claws to, catch
the crevices of the bark more ellectively.

Fsc 1 -Stiuairr#'1 In poxmllon s."ump
wes , ir:,vicilig malp.

V/heu driuking sap il laps il up. its tonguegog
àt treniendous rate.
1 bave tried the squirrel widi many diflerent

articles of fond. such as meat, veeabls and nuis.
For green vegetables, such as cabbage and celery.
il bas no pres fonduea It likes meat, but its
favoriîe fond is undoubeedly nuts-iaels, walnuts,
beechnuts and hickories. It a"s relishes swee
substances, as candly amJ jm.

MANNES 0F EATING.
V/lie eating auythiug which can be picked up,

it invariably takes it between ils fore-paws. Mnd sise
up in the position shows in Figure 2. Tht position
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