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the last crimie hie could commit, and false witniesses arc brought against hîmn, yet

hie makes no angry protest. He rojoices in an opportunity to defend imiself

and the honor of his Master, and when the anger of the Jows riscs into mad

fury hie utters no hasty word. And even when lie is about to lie put to death

hie looks up to heaven, and thoen looks around upon his murderers and in the

triumph of tenderness can say with bis expiring breatb, " Lord lay flot this

sin to their charg,,e." WVhat patient tendcrness, whiat ainazing forgivencss !

Think of the circumstances!1 If evor a man, humnanely speaking, had

good reason to be angry and die cursing his enomios surely Stophien is the

man. A false charge, bribed witnosses, no roal trial, for the Council changed

into a mob before proper sentence seemed to have been passed, no time

given him to prepare for death, and every circumnstance of shame and cruelty

attending bis death, yet hoe does flot lose his tempor, hoe does not vow ven-

geance upon tormentors; lie evon rises to tho lofty pilane reached by his

Master before him, and in the midst of cruel injustice, dies îvith no angor in

bis heart, and îvith forgiveness on bis lips. Philosophy cannot produce so

heroic a death; such grandeur in the dying hiour is the achieveniont of the

Gospel.
So if we would have our spirits made patient, and our bearts tender the

power of Christ's Gospel can effect this. To enable us to curb temipor, and

hold tho ptoud and restive spirit in check, the yoke of Christ is the onlly

instrument which will surely secure this end. Lt makes nien patient, tender,
loving, and ready to forgive injuries. Lt puts a fman in a position iii which

"he can ho ang;ry and sin not, nor lot the sun go down upon bis wrath."

Sucli then are the illustrations of the power of tho Gospel givenl by

Stephen. Character is puriiied, truc courage is givon, and real tenderness is

produced.
i. A second lesson wo learn bore is Ilthe imlportance of ' looking up' in thte

ex.perience of thte Christian. Ho is taught by the example of Stephen, Ilto

live the life which ho now lives by the faith of the Son of God." See how this

practical injunction is illustrated in Steplien's case. As hoe is l)rouglht before

the Counicil ho looked up, no doulit, and bis face appcared to be like an

angel's. As the Jews gnashod on him with their teefti and cast hiim roughly

out of the city, hoe Illooked steadfastly up into hecavenl" Ho hiad the

windows of bis soul open to liedtven. Ho looked up steadfastly. H is gaze

faltered not. By faith bie lifted up bis soul, and iii spirit lie behietd a gloriaus
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