
BBB-KBBPERS' CONVENTION.

LEADING APIARIsTS OP LEEDS AND

GRENVILLE MEET AND DIsCUSS

EES AND IIONEY.

The annual meeting of the Leeds and
Greenville Beekeepers' Association was
hold at Brockville on Tuesday last. The
atterclance was not so large as was desir-
able, the unfavorable weather accounting
in a measure for that, but the meeting was
fairly representative and 'the papers were
listened to attentively and discussed intelli-
gently.

Letters of regret at their inability to be
present were read from his honor Judge
McDonald and Mr. G. S. Hough, the well-
known apiarian instructor.

At the opening of the afternoon session
anaddress of welcome to the convention
vas read by Mayor Culbert.
A convention of beekeepers las one mark-

ed characteristic : the members appear pos-
sessed of an ease and repose of manier that
at once strikes the beholder and wMhen they
commence investigating and iniuiring into
the veriest minutiS of the domestic and in-
dustrid life of the bees, he miglit be ex-
cnsed for imagining himself in an assenbly
of entonological savants. A visitor will
generally leave such a convention impressed
with the idea that there is very little in
bee-culture that the up-to date bee man bas
not found out. But this is a wrong idea ;
the philosophical beekeeper (and the suc-
cessful are all philosophers) will readily ad-
mit that there are hidden things i the na-
ture and habits of the bee and in the most
desirable conditions at home and abroad
that no one has yet discovered. But the
spirit of enquiry is abroad. and it is to dif-
fuse a knowledge of the subject generally
that the L. & G. B. K. A. met in Brockville
last week.

The program was an attractive one, but
it was marred by reason of absentees.
However, as those unable to be present sent
papers to be read, their absence was felt
chiefly in the discussion that followed the
readinr of each paper. The criticisms
were a marked and profitable feature of the
da.s exercises.

Mr. M. B. Holmes. presidentoccupied the
chair, and Mr. Fulford, secretary-treasurer,
vas present.
The president lu his opening remarks in-

dulged in a retrospective glance over the
advancement made in the past ten years
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and sa": "What a wonderful change has
taken place! Then it was a box contain-
ing a chaotic mass of honey in the comb ;
now it is a dozen or so of one-pound sec-
tions nicely flnished by the bees themselves
Then it was "Strained Honey.," a com-
pound of nectar of flowers, pollen. grains
of vax, etc.: now extracted honey is arn-
ber liqaid fit to tempt the nost fanstid-
ious taste. But that which is of most in-
terest to the general public is this fact ;
that, because of modefn improvements,
honey has been so reduced in price that it
is no longer a luxury -een only on the
tables of the rich. but it is within the reach
of all. And what do we see as a result?
I think we may safely say that there is
ten times as much honey consumed as there
was ten vears ago, and if the beekeepers of
this country do their whole duty there is
not a doubt that the consumption of honey
will continue to increase at the saie rate
for the next ten years."

The president then defined the duty of
beekeepers, the object of the Association
and why all should endeavor to attend its
conventions. The close of his admirable
address was devoted to advocating the ex-
tension of bee-culture throughout the Do-
minion and its spread in these counties
until they shall verily "flow with milk and
honey."

The program that followed included
papers by F. L. Moore, Addison ; F. P.
Clare, Rideau Centre; Allan Pringle, Selby
Ont ; H. H. Reeve, M.D., Toledo; F. W.
Fulford, Brockville.

Mr. Pringle, who was expected to be the
principal speaker of the day, vas unable to
be present. and sent a paper that was uni-
versally voted to be the finest treatise on
the subject of bee-culture yet delivered be-
fore the Association. It was read by Mr.
Holmes. We regret that we not space to
give it in full, but will briefly summarise
it. His subject was "Beekeeping in On-
tario: Its Prospects, Possibilities, etc.'
As to present status of beekeeping, lie said
that the excelleet record achieved by On-
tario at the World's Fair showed it to be
in the very front rank of all countries in
the world. Ontario bas the climate as well
as the flora for producting the very best
honey. The output of honey has at least
quadrupled within the last decade. and it is
consta..tly gaining in favor for table use.
Both as food and medicine it was desirable
and its consumnption was bound to increase.
Honey of good quality must be produced
and kept absolutely free from adulteration.
At the World's Fair he was surprised to
find suspicion of adulteration so widespread.
The reputation of Ontario honey at home
and abroad is such that he was able to sell


