“We are fighting for a woithy

ey :"llﬂf Your I.‘:thn.
tered Tstt:: lo E no“ ‘?n"
g{}!m. or oxnn& when re-
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purpose, ana we shail not lay down

our arms unti that purpose has been fully achieved.”=*"H. M. The King.
TO THE PEOPLE OF THE EMPIRE—Every fighting ualt we cap

send to the front means one step Doarer peace.
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A LEAGUE OF LIBERATION.

In the relation it is likely to bear to
the successful prosecution and victor-
jous termination of the world war|
nothing that has occurred during the}
past year equals in importance the
great ponference of the Entente Aluesi

in the United States and in Canada.
In the year ending June 30th, 1916, the
average charge for moving one ton of
freight a mile in the United States
was .716 of one cent. In Canada, at
the same time, it was .853 of one cent
Thus, to carry one ton of freight 100
miles in the United States would cost

worthy and so sane that The Standard
has no hesitation in commending it.

A BIT OF VERSE

THE RECRUIT.

(From the Western Australian Railway
Gazette).

I've burnt my bridges, and I've done

the deed, yes,
I've handed in my name;

And it's down on the list of Australia’s
teams to play in the Final Game.

I'm sick of my seat in the grandstand
here, and all that the stand can
see—

If there's room in the ruck for all my
pals, there's room in the ruck
for Me!

To how many pals did I say goodby as
they swung through town to the
boat?

recently held in Paris, the proceedings 71,6 cents, and in Canada 65.3 cents. Always to turn away with a throb that

of which are now being reported tui
Washington. At that conference the
United States representatives met with
the foremost men of the British Em-
pire, France, Italy and the other En-
tente powers, went exhaustively into
all phases of the war and agreed upon
the part each and all shall play in the
prosecution of the struggle against the
Hun.

The outstanding feature of the pro-
ceedings of the conference was the
complete agreement between all the
powers as to the share each shall take
as factors in a mighty war machine,
with all its parts moving in harmony |

»d to the complete triumph

se. Under, the sub.

al, military, diplomatic,

d war trade, the

problems of the war were dealt with|

and solved, and a result of the un-

derstandings reached, Germany, during

the year 1918, will face the most pow |

erful combination the world has ever
known.

The United States has undertaken
to rush trained men to the firing lines
in greatest po numbers and with
the utmost speed. The other u\livn!
will do the same and all will work to-|
gether to the end that the mig 3t
army the war seen will be in r .
iness for action when the
months open. The equipment of thi
army will be undertaken jointly, KIW!
United States obtaini in that re-|
gard, the benefit of the great resources |
and vast war experience of Great Brit }
ain and France. Military resour
all the Allies will be pooled for thel
advantage of all.

There will
ation between the British
and the United States naval depart-!
ment, and the two nations will jointly
incept a campaign for the suppre jon{
of enemy submarine activities All
naval operations will be under the
trol of an inter- B aval co

spring

es of |

{
s0 be complete co-oper-|

composed of F: 3 of 'I
Entente powers

The United States will throw the
financial resour-
Brit
ain has T hed an agreeme !u‘
the financin i rilar
agreemen co-operation
have been made in ard to diplo-
matic, shipping and trade m‘
the campaign. In t sttlem {
the war the United £ will h

great strength of he
ces into the scale and with Gres

guarante

in shipping a
ments the ces of the Entente
have been pooled, and every effort will
the utmost efficien-
r trade, the Allies

be made to assu
cy of effor in w
will share according to their ability to
produce the articles required.

In short, the United States has been
admitted to a full membership in the)
League of Liberation, umes its part
of the responsibilities, and will share
in all privileges and benefits arising
from the suppression of Pru nism.
It is a mighty combination against
which the hosts of the Kaiser caunu'_l
prevail.

There is still much fighting to be
done in France, in Flanders, in Ger

. many and on the high s , but the
gult is assured. Germ may post-
pone defeat for a time, but when the
full force of the newest war machine
becomes effective hostilities may be
expected to terminate soon thereafter.
And the nature of that termination
will be entirely satisfactory to the
League of Liberation in particular and
to the world in general.
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THE RAILWAY RATE INCREASES.

Against the decision of the Cana-
dian Railway Commission to permit
Canadian railways to increase their
passenger and freight tariffs to meet
war-time conditions, there can be little
Jegitimate ground for complaint. The
increase will add many millions of
dollars to the war burdens of the Can

n people but it all comes back to

in higher v;n.gen to employes, 'n-

greased prices for materials and the

/maintenance of railway efficiency ua-
abnormal difficulties.

Raflways have been subjected to
‘increased operating costs during the
past three years to an extent equal to,

. or greater than, any other line of in-
dustry, and even with the enlarged

. rev assured by the action of the
it will not be easy for the

Rates of the Canadian Government
Railways averaged somewhat lower
than these figures. The average pas-
senger mile cost the passenger 2.006
cents in the United States, of $2.006
per 100 miles, and in Canada 1.954
cents per mile, or $1.954 per 100 miles.

American railways claimed, and
their claim was admitted to be correct,
that the average rate for freight and
passengers was insufficient to provide
out of earnings for fixed charges and
proper maintenance of track and
equipment.

In Canada the difficulties of the

rand Trunk, Grand Trunk Pacific

nadian Northern and lesser roads,

the result of enormously increased
costs, h. been apparent for the past
two yea In some cases appeals
have been made for public aid and
they have not gone unanswered. The
Canadian Pacific Railway has made a
better showing, possibly due in no
small degree to the enormous resour
ces of that road and the great variety
of its enterprises.

Under war-time interchange of roll
ing stock and equipment wherever
nec ry, it is likely the C. P. R. will
have to make large sacrifices in earn
ings to avoid duplication of service,

xd to overcome shortage of labor,

ars and power for the remainder of
the war may have to lend largely of!
its great yurces to smaller lines, as
maintenance of efficient service by all
line one of the first war-time con-
siderations

In these circumstances it is not sur-
prising that the railways find they
must get higher rates for their serv:|

ices and particuiarly is this the case|

t claim upon Canada's
Thi¢ menns the restriction

financing, consequently, un-|
smaller companies are slowly |

seemed to tear my throat;
0, some are sleeping beneath the sod,
and some are still on the sea,
But each of 'em answeéred his name in
turn—so I thought it was up to
Me!

I stuck it through, and I said, “Not
Yet,” and “The time is still to
come,"”

For I harked to a softer, sadder woice
than the rell of a distant drum;

But I'm breaking the bonds that bind
me here, whatever those bonds
may be-—

If they want a hundred thousand men,
well, 1 guess that they must
want Me!

Perhaps 'twas the note of the sounding
brass that rang from the old
Town Hall,

Perhaps 'twas the words that were
blazoned forth in the writing on
the wall;

But whether the blare of a bugle call,
or a poster's passioned plea—

1 suddenly woke to the salient fact
that their message was meant
for Me!

I wandered in where the open gate
seems to beckon to half the
town,

o A VAR e St (AR

yestidday, and aftir skool I found a note in the vesterbule stuck under

_!hnhunldw.h-ﬂuumoo-up outside of it, and I opened it
and wat was it but & pickture of a grave, saying on it, Hoer lies Benny

Potts, revenge, Ed Wernick.

G, 111 fite a doo! with him for that, I thawt. And pritty soon Puds’
Simkins and Leroy Shooster came erround, and I sed, Hay, fellows, Im
going to challence Bd Wernick to a dool for sticking this big Insult un-
der my door, do you 2 wunt to be my seconds?

‘Wich they sed they did, and we all went erround to Ed Wernicks,
me standing down at the corner and Puds and Leroy Shooster going up
and ringing the doorbell, and pritty soon they came back, Puds saying,
He ses sure he will fite a dool and he wunts to know wat weppins you

wunt to use.

Wy dont you tell him clothes props, Benny, you awt to have a heck
of a good dool with clothes props, sed Leroy Shooster.

Snow balls wood make a good dool, ony there aint eny snow, sed
Puds Simkins, and I sed, Tell him he can have his choice of weppins.
Being the way they fite dools in books, and my seconds went back agen,
and pritty soon they came back, saying, He ses fists.

@G, 1 sed, fists aint weppins.

Bd Wernicks fists is, sed Puds. Fd Wernick being a gratc chter,
and I sed, No sir, tell him fists aint weppins, tell him Ive changed my

mind, tell him to come out and lets
Wich they went and told him,
game of hop skotch.

get up a game of sumthing.
and he came out, and we got up a

Proving if peeple 'knew how dangerous dools was, they mite not fite

#0 menny.

FIREMEN ON EAST SIOE GALLE
T0 124 BELL ALARMS LAST YEAR

Increase of Ten Alarms Over 1916, and Twenty
Over 1915—Large Number of Still Alarms in
Addition—Some Serious Conflagrations During
Past Twelve Months—Total List of Alarms for

1917.

‘Theé fire department on the eastern

I walked in Thomas Brown, Esquire,|gige of the harbor responded to no less

I marched out Private Brown;

dred and one—a hundred and
two—and three"—

“You can make it a hundred and four,”
says I, for 2 hundred and four
was Me!

Yes, I've burned my bridges, and I've
done the deed, I've handed-in my
name;

And now I can hold my head erect,
where once it was bowed in
shame;

{ Soon I shall stand with my brothers-

in-arms, fighting the fight of the
free;

1ty | when it is remembered that the Gov-|So I thank my God that the call that
rnment has properly taken to it.:nlf‘
ital re-|

came, found an answering voice
in ME!
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| A BIT OF FUN

*.
, driven into financial difficulties,

their net earnings must be sustained |
at a living point.
When the
permitted to ¢
ever, the public have the right to de l
vices of the|
country shall be co-ordinated to lle
ary and wasteful |
competition shall and it is likely
that the Railway Commission will in:
t upon this as a condition of the

y companies are

point where unu

t Britain unification of rail-
way control w ound one of the most
usetul of wa sures and it is not
unlike at the Union Government
which paid such close attention to
the public w are will gpeedily insist
upon action that will completely elim-

linate the element of waste from Cana-

dian railw s

hen the roads are permitted to in-
crease their earnings from the public
it a national duty to see that r
enues s0 obtained are used with the
utmost care and that the service is
maintained at the highest possible
standard.
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BUSINESSLIKE CHARITY.

To send ance in the form of
£ agricultural implements and live
st to the peasant farmers of Bel-
gium, France, Serbia, Italy and Russia,i
who have suffered as the result of the
war, is not only a worthy patriotic
charity but also an undertaking to be
commended from the more material
standpoint of sane business.

Peasants, so unfortunate as to have
their homes in the war zones of any
of the countries named, have sustained
such heavy losses since August, 1914,
that they must be assisted before they
can again add to the world’s food sup-
ply. Seed, implements and live stock
are the prime necessities and these
must be furnished before the despoiled
homesteads .can be restored. :

The citizens of countries which have
not been the scene of actual warfare
will be called upon to feed the war
zone unfortunates who have lost their
means of livelihood, and if, by restor-
ing the farms in the allled countries
of Europe, the farmers of those coun-
tries can be encouraged to support
themselves and produce as formerly.
the after-war burden upon the remain-
der of the civilized world will be con-
siderably lightened.

The most businesslike form of relief
is that which helps a man to help him-

RAPID CALCULATOR.

School Inspector—“Now, my little
man, what do flve and one make?”
No answe

Inspector—"“Suppose 1 gave you five
dogs and then another dog, how many
dogs would you have?”

mall Boy (confidently)—*“Seven.”

Inspector—*“Tut, tut! How would
you have seven?”

Small Boy—*"Course I should.
a dog o' my own at home.”

I got

SAME TREATMENT.
“Doctor, my husband is troubled
with a buzzing noise in his ears.”
“Better have him go to the seashore
for a month.”
“But he can't get away.”
“Then you go.”

WELL TRAINED.
Throughout the christening cere-
mony the baby smiled up beautifully
into the clergyman's face.
“Well, madam,” said he to the young
wife, “I must congratulate you on your
littie one's behavior. I have christen-

.| ed more than 2,000 babies, but I never

before christened one that behaved so
well as yours.”

The young mother smiled demurely,
and said:

“His father and I, with a pall of
water, have been practising on him
for the last ten days.”

JOHN WAS QUALIFIED.

She was one of those little women
who are always looking for something
that will take up their husband’s idle
time.

“John,” she said, “I wish you would
mend the front door lock”

“C-can't!” replied John, quaking like
an aspen leal. “I-ve g-got t-the s-shak-
ing ague.”

“Oh, well, then I know the very
glllnx; you can sift the ashes."—Tit-

ts.

HIS MOTIVE.

‘While making his usual daily inspec-
tion of the stables, the major noticed
Trooper Dash giving his horse a plece
of lump sugar. “I am very pleased to
see you making much of your horse,
Trooper Dash,” he said; “it shows that
you regard him with the true spirit,
and I will not forget you for it.”

Trooper Dash waited until his com-
manding officer was out of hearing,
and then turned to his neighbor. “I
wasen't makin' much of him,’ he said.
“The blighter threw me off this S
ing and I am tryin’ to give him the
blinkin' toothache.”—London

than 12 alarm;
The sergeant was counting, “A huu-‘lg,”. 1“,‘1‘}13‘“ B during the year of

is an increase of ton
alarms over the r 1916, and thirty
more than that of 1915. In addition to
these bell alarms there was quite a
rumber of still alarms which were
hendled by the chemical engines.

Among the big flres handled by the
department during the past year was
the C.6.R. freight shed on March 22nd;
J. H. McRobbie’s King street establish-
ment, March 26th; Sands Building on
Prince Wm, 8t. April 16th; McCready
Vinegar Factory, Portland St, May
25th; Bag Factory, Sydney Street, on
June 15th and Nov. 10th; Knox Elec-
tric Co. snd Marcus furniture store,
Dock street, JuBié 18th;; Robertson,
Foster and Smith’'s establishment,
Dock: street, Nov, .23rd; 8t. David's
church, Sydney styeet, Dec. 13th;
Johnston's dry goods store; Cor. Mill
and Union, Dec, 16th.

The following is a complete list of
bell alarms on the eastern gide of the
lLiarbor during the past year:
Jan. 1—Box 8, Campbell"

George St: 8.50 p.m.
H. Breen’s, Charlotte St.

house,

6132, Restaurant, 2nd and 3rd
alarms (false), 110 pam.
52, Martin’s house, Dorches-
ter St. 7.30 p.m.

8—134, Trecartin’s house, Ches-
ley St. 6 am.

8—24, A. and I Isseac’s, Prin-
cess St. 12.10 a. m,
24, False. 1030 pm.
3, Bank of Montreal Build:
ing, King St. 316 a. m.

16—39, Curtain fire, King and
Crown St. 656 p.m.

19—132, J. Newman's, Chesley St.
610 p. m,

20—143, M. Jacobson’s, Chapel St.
5.40 p. m,

20—8, Geo, Green's, Mill St. 8 pm.
28—2, St. John County Hoepital,
B. St. John. 1240 am.
25—28, John Bullock's house,

Germain St. 1056 a. m.
27—154, Johm Rodger's house.
South Market St. 9.30 a.m.
290—41, F. Sherard's house, Brit-
tain St. 11.45 am.
2026, Hall ‘and Fairweather’s,
Prince Wm, Bt. 225 pam.

31283, Paries’ barn.
4—122, Falge. 4.30 p.m,
$—8, Depot House, Mill St. 245
p. m.
1938, False. 730 pm.
12—26, Kennedy's, Prince Willlam
St. 9.10 pam.,
14586, John Willls house, Whits
St.

en 8t.
20-—135, Spregg’s house, Sheriff
8t. 8 &

m,
20--131, Wood house, Durham St

28—157, Chas, Jones
en St. 746 p.m.
. 20164, LC.R. freight shed. 8.35

955 a. m.
234, James Shaw's house, Haz-

St. 8.00 pm.
27—31, Falsé. 340 pm.
31—124, Cowan's house, Main St.

12,26 p.m.
31—8, C.P.R. house, North St

1130 pm.
H.Q;un‘o Estate, Peters St.
’ Brus-

Johnson St. 9.50 p.m.
18—47, Atlantic Sugar Refinery.
8.10 a.m.
18--121, Grass fire, Belliveau Ave.

3.05 p.m. ’
19—121Grass fire, Pokiok Road.
220 pm.
28-—144, Taylor and White, Elm
8t. 955

28—124, Barn Adelaide Road.

4 a m.
28124, Purdy and Green's, Mil-
udgeville ave. 10 pm.  |M. E. AGAR, -

1—41, Box car (ocotton) Reed's
Point. 8.356 p.m.
10142, Maritime Nail Works,
Portland 8t. 5.20 p.m.
Ootton Mil,

17281, Cornwall
Wali 8t. 1110 aam.

1841, Roderick's Garage, Can-
terbury 8t. 645 p.m.

19—421, House on Rothesay Ave.
8 am.

28—154, House in Bond's alley.
10 a. my

25—142 McCready's Vinegar I'ac-

tory (2nd and 3rd alarm for i

this fire) 240 a. m,
28—121, Stetson’s Cutler's Mill,
Pleasant Point. 5.40 p.m.
on Brussels St.
4.10 pm.
June 4121, Sam Hector's house Pok-
{ok, 1015 p.m.

6—121, Stetson and Cutler's
boarding house, Pokiok.
1110 p.m. ;

15—47, Bag Factory, Sydney St.
740 a. m

18—35, Knox Klectric Co,, Dock St.
and Marcus Furniture store,
2nd and 3rd alarms. 2.45 a.m.

19—4, Dr. Corbett's house, Coburg
St. 1.35 p.m.

20—12, Cronin's barm, Waterloo|Dec.

St. 1230 p.m.
July 8—34, Ross Drug Co., King St.
(ash bin.) 2.10 pm.
15~-47, Military Barracks, Shef-
fleld St. 846 pm,
16158, Ross’ house, Dorchester

115 pm,
1989, Carter'’s house,
Row. 4.45 pm.
19123, VanWart's house, Main
St. 8.10 pm,
Aug. 2—185, False. 1160 p.m.
22--158, False. 10.26 p.m.
28—47, 8t. John Iron Works, Byd-
ney St. 1115 pm.

20—29, T. McAvity and Sons, Wa-
ter St. 11.10 am.

20154, Cold Storage, Main St.

8§40 pm.
80—48, Asphalt Plant, Broad St
240 pan.
Sep. 2--321, Horwe in hole, Barker St,
1030 p.m.
2124, Falso. 956 p.m.
13144, House on Herrison St
455 pm,
30141, Fudse. 9550 pin.
Oct. 1432, McMullin's, Duke St. 3.25

p.m,
6136, A. Clarke's horse in hole.
8.20 pm.
9—412, Wm, Pine's, Gilbert Lane
645 pm,
lo—nzst Jas, McQuade’s, Adelaide

246 am.
10—-3.':lclmmln Garage, Union

950 am,
1018, H, Adams’ St. Patrick St.
950 pam.
11--163, Marcus, Mill St. 830

p. m.

156—421, Katte's house, Russell
Ave. 8.10 pm.

18151, Fleming's Machine Shop,
Pond St. 950 p.m,

1064, P. Mclotyre's,
12.

.40 pam.
19-—8.s 6‘:. house, North St
pam.
Nov. 1142, Maritime Nail Works,
Portland 8t. 2.80 p.am.
4142, Geo, Young's, High Bt
1196 ».

18-183, J. ¥, , Chealey

v 6w

For General Machine Shop, Mill
and Foundry Use, or any place
where a Good Metal is required
Prioe 30c. net per Ib.

FREIGHT PAID ON 100 LB, LOTS TO
VOUR NEAREST RAILWAY STATION
We know * Werid* Brand to be a Good Babbity
you

and will
.l.homntumv;*n:nlf

T.McAvity & Sons, Ltd.
Sens

DIAMONDS

Jewelry - Silverware

The investment value of thesDiamond places it beyond
the pale of extravagance, its price trend being upward
rather than stationary.

Our large collection of Diamonds is composed of the bet-
ter spacimens, comprising Solitaire Effects, also Diamonds
set in Exclusively Designed Platinum Jewelry, and in com-
bination with other Precious and Semi-Precious Stones,
at Prices which represent

BEST POSSIBLE VALUES

In JEWELRY and SILVERWARE we offer an extensive
range of Novel and Conventional Patterns.

Kindly Call and Inspect Jur Wares.
41 King “treet

'FERGUSON & PAGE
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DIAMOND
DRIVE
CALKS

Provide Safety and Efficiency for your Horse.
Get a supply now, and be prepared for the slippery

treets, due at any time. L
= 51-53 Union Street
St. John, N. B.

D. K. McLAREN, LIMITED

MANUFACTURERS OF

GENUINE ENGLISH OAK TANNED
i LEATHER; BELTING
CAN SUPPLY | B
BALATA RUBBER, HAIR AND CANVAS
STITCHED BELTING
ALSO LACE LEATHER AND BELT FASTENERS.

Phone,
Main 1 121,

St. 2.26 pm.
235, Robertron, Foster m:l |

Smith, Dock St. (2nd and 3rd
alarms for this fire) 9 p.m. y
Suffer:

25-—4, S. Withers, Hasen St. 416
We have Overshoes at moderate

a.m.
2552, False. 8.45 p.m.

prices that will ensuré you warmth
and comfort.

§—121, Stetson and Cutler's
Men's Overshoes

cooper shop. 1 am.
$1.75, $2.25, $2.50, $3.00,

10312, False 5.156 p.m.
12241, Robinson's Bakery, Cele-
bration St. {2nd alarm) 6.40
$3.50, $3.75
9
Women’s Overshoes
a, m.
21—154, H. Davis house, Paradise $1.50, 31-75. ‘2.25, 32.90.
Row. 1160 a.m. i 33 00
23151, Flemiug's Machine Shop, o
Pond St. 230 a. m,
23—127, R. A. Brown's, Douglas
Ave. 855 p.m.
2§—41 C. G. Elevator, Princo
Wm. St. 730 p.m.
30—154, C.P.R. Freight Sheds,
Min st. 8 am. ‘a s g
80—37, S. B. Bustin's residence, oot 80 Ki
St. James St. 6 pm. Fitters MCROBBIE St
30—36, Gas House, Carmarthen
8t. 1030 pm,
31—32, A. W. Adams’ residence,
Mecklinburg St. 8 a.m,

31—131, Charles’ Rankine's resi-
dence, Durham St. 8 pam,

'Phone 818.

STOCK DEPOT,

a.m,

12--25, Mrs. Millar’s, Harding St.
10.10 & m.

1332, St. David's Church, Syd-
ney St. (2nd and 3rd alarms)
12.66 'p.m.

148, Keefe's house, Pond 8t

a.m.
16—>5, Johinson's Dry Goods store,
Mill and Union St. (2nd
and 3rd alarms.) 1040 p.m.
17—64, McSherry's, Erin 8t. 9

Call and have us fit you, or 'phone
us, (M. 6560), and your order will
réceive prompt attention.

THE .E‘lf QUALITY AT
o A REASONABLE PRICE
Classes Will Re-Open |

Wednesday, January nd, and wa' MOD : :

v £ 2% S5 [OPTICAL SERVICE - f

Sharpe’s provides complete op\fg
tical service of the Nighest pro-
fessional character. Y

@s are examined by an expert
etrist, the best -my
atus and equipment
at his disposal.

etc., mailed to any address.

(0

w
We can promptly fill your

your eyes, yo
» » purse, .

JEWELERS AND OPTICIANS,.
21 King Street, 8t. Juhin, N. §.

the city two
tion and it
m‘l"__'“l begin op
spring.  Vessels are 1
tion st St. Martins,
Bathurst, Newcastle
at all these places th
adze and hammer mak:
a5 the ships grow un

. + hands of New Brunswic

carpenters.
n_8t. Jo
In St, John the first
down was the steamer
built by Grant & Horne
ial Mynitions Board.
ship was laid last sum

mﬁn has been m
on.  There was

to the non-arriva

: timber from the
but while waiting for
the men were kept b
the h'.ln‘ for the secon
contractors will be abl
that much quicker.

The frame work of
the stocks is all comple
ing has been commen
and apron have been e
tube put in place and th.

All the timber for th
now in the yard and a
for the second and Mr.
ed himself as more tha
the supply of local ship
had been able to obtain
ed within s reasonable
John., He also express
ation of the interest tak
and the' loyalty they
sticking to the job and
could to help along the

The Marine Construc
having faith in the fut
as a shipbuilding cent

ped a yard for the build
ships at the present tim

Congoleum ‘

transformation
room for a sma

Waterproof,
you seen them

A. ERNEST

Qur Priceson O
Seed Meal, etc.,
Be sure and get
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