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A CONFESSION OF GUILT,

It will be recalled that last year prior to the Sas-
katchewan elections, the Legislature, acting on the sug-
fon of the Scott Government, revised the Election Act
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MR. BONAR LAW AND IMPERIAL PREFERENCE.

The speech dellvered last Friday by Mr. Bonar Law
at a conference of Scottish Unionists in King's Hall, Ed-
inburgh, had been awaited with keen interest as the first
official statement by the Leader of the Uniodist paity in
the House of Commons since the settlement of the recent
controversy regarding Imperial Preference and duties on
tood. Mr. Law set forth the Tarift Reform policy of his
party in clear and unmistakable terms. Referring to the
guestion of Imperial Preference he declared that if the
Unlonists were returned to power they would impose &
moderate tarlff on foreign manufactures, which would be
Jower than that of any other country, and give the Domin-
fons a preference in the British market—the largest pref-
®ence possible short of the imposition of new duties on
food. lHe even hoped they would be able to abolish the

existing duties on food,

“For more than a generation,” continued Mr. Law,
*“this has repeatedly been urged upon us by all the cal-
ounies, but it has been repeatedly refused. We shall grant
1t, and that is the vital difference between us and our
opponents. The Dominions have all desired and we
desire, that in trade each part of the Empire sbould treat
every other part of the Empire on different terms, and on
better terms than those which we give to the rest of the
world. Wae shall, therefore, establish the principle of
preference, but we shall not be satisfied with that.”

Mr. Law went on to explain that the aim of the
Unionist party was to strengthen the ties which bind the
Empire together. ‘He strongly endorsed Mr. Borden's
declaration in introducing the Naval Aid Bill last Decem-
ber, when he said that it was “most essential” to bring
about “such a co-operation in defence and trade as to glve
the whole Empire an effective organization.” “That,”
added Mr. Law; “will be the Unionist aim. We shall
“ put ourselves into coumunication with the Dominions to
“ work out with them the best scheme for securing that
“ object, and when it 1s worked out we shall present it to
“ our countrymen.”

Imperial Preference, as Mr. Law implies, is a policy
which has been endorsed by the Prime Ministers of every
Dominion and Colony in the Empire at successive Im-
perial Conferences, but there has been no disposition to
force or influence the decision of the British people. The
safe and sane ground has been taken that if and when
the people of the Mother Country see it to their advan-
tage, and to the advantage of the Empire, to adopt the
principle of Empire trade preferences, as Canada and the
other Dominions have adopted it, they will gladly co-
operate and seek to make the policy of the greatest pos-
sible mutual benefit,

This sentiment was clearly expressed by Sir Wilfrid
Laurjer at the Conference of 1907, when he said:

“This principle we recognise. We are bound to
say that though the preference which we have given
has not done as much, perhaps, for British trade as
the British merchant or manufacturer would like,
we have told the British people at the same time that
there is a way of doing more. There is the prefer-
ence of mutual trade, and this is what we had in view
when we adopted in 1902 the resolution of that year.

“We are all agreed at this table—those who come
from the Dependencies beyond the Seas—that we
Lave no desire and no intention of forcing a policy
which we believe in upon the British people if they
are not prepared to receive it. I have stated a mo-
ment ago that a statement has been made—we heard
it in 1902, and we hear it again in 1907—that the
(anadian preference has not done as much for Brit-
ish trade ag had been hoped for. 1 repeat, there

. to take oath that he was “a male British subject by birth

by eliminating the provision requiring the intending voter

or naturalization or not & citizen or a subject of any for
eign country.” Instead, the act was amended to require
merely an affirmation that the intending voter was
“qualified” to cast a ballot, A deferice for this proceed-
ing, put forward at the time by the Attorney QGeneral of
the Province was to the eifect that the election law in
New Brunswick was in nilar terms. This statement
was shown by The Stanc { to be entirely incorrect. We
learn from the Winnipeg Telegram that the Scott Gov-
ernment have now quietly restored the complete oath to
thé election law, which is about as clear a confession of
guilt as could be required.

The elimination of that clause at the opportune mo-
ment served its purpose and was followed by the logical
results. In the ensuing provincial campaign, residents
were openly and publicly told that the oath of citizenship
was not to be required or exacted, and that anyone
whose name appeared on the voters’ lists was entitled to
vote, no matter whether “British subject, Hindu or Hot-
tentot.” And, under the latitude permitted by the re-
moval of the oath from the Election Act, thousands of
votes were polled in the interest of Liberal candidates
for the Provincial Legislature contrary to the spirit of
even the Saskatchewan law, however in accordance with
the actual letter they may have been. Certainly for the
first time in Canadian history the polling of allen votes
was encouraged by a Government under the British flag.
When Hon. Robert Rogers brought this flagrant vio-
lation of British voting rights to public notice, he was at
once assailed by the Saskatchewan Government and its
supporters in Regina and elsewhere as saying something
defamatory of Saskatchewan's fair name. What Mr.
Rogers did was to make public the defamatory work of
the Saskatchewan Government. But Invective against
Mr, Rogers was the sole answer made by Premier Scott
and his supporters, They were content to rest under
those charges and no sincere move has been made to re-
lieve themiselves of the obloquy. The “investigation”
proposed by the Government was permitted to lapse, aften
a deal of show of righteous indignation. The Govern-
ment got no further along that line than to pass resolu-
tions condemning Mr, Rogers. That was the sole at-
tempt to meet the grave accusations brought forward.
And now Premier Scott and his Government have
practically admitted the truth of those accusations by re-
storing the full oath to the Election Act. The restoration
has been made without explanation and without an at-
tempt to justify the work of the Government in eliminat-
ing it last year or relieving the Government of the odium
attaching to its silence under open and direct charges.

If the Scott Government did not expect to profit by
the elimination of the oath, why was it stricken out? And
why has it been restored, almost surreptitiously, unless
because the Scott Government have found the emasculat-
ed Election Act the most positive proof before the public
of a brazen attempt to discredit British citizenship?
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NO ANSWER.

The Times makes no attempt to reply to The Stan-
dard’'s statement regarding Mr. Pugsley’s discreditable
attempt to show from the Cammell Laird correspondence
that Mr. Hazen was responsible for the shipbuilding plant
not being established at St. John. Mr, Pugsley's organ
contents tself by remarking that “The Standard labors
to the extent of more than a column to break the force of
the statement that by returning to Cammell, Laird and
Co. their deposit of $100,000, Mr. Hazen deprived St. John
of the shipyards which that great British company were
ready to establish at this port, which they claim is the
most suitable site for a shipbuilding plant in Eastern
Canada.”

The Times goes on to deal in generalities, ~What
Mr. Pugsley and his organs, the Times and the Telegraph,
have to do is “to break the force of the statement” of Sir
Wilfrld Laurier in the House of Commons last December.
Referring to this contract he said:

“I say now, that the Government in power would
have been better advised if they had awarded the
contract, and, had they done so, we would at the
present time have under comstruction on the stocks
in Montreal four cruisers and six destroyers.”

Sir Wilfrid Laurler was Prime Minister at the time,
and as head of the Administration would know what had
been discussed by the Cabinet, Where does Mr. Pugs-
ley's story fit in? .

Current Comment

is a way of doing it. It is by adopting a 1]
system of preference.

The present Prime Minister of the Dominion has fre-
quently expressed his strong approval and support of Im-
perial Preference. ‘“As a Canadian,” said Mr. Borden,
on one occasion, “I am heartily in sympathy with the
“ movement. I believe that the people of Canada, of the
* British Isles and of the other Colonies and Dependen-
“ (les, could come together on a business basis and make
“an arrapgement by which they could give each other in
* trade matters certain advantages which they do mot ex-
“ tend to other countries.” Similar statements by repre-
gentative men throughout the Empire could be quoted.
It now rests with the people of the United Kingdom to
uccept the standing invitation of the Dominions or not as
they please, It is satisfactory to note that complete
unanimity prevails in the Unionist party and that the
question of Tariff Reform and Imperial Preference will
be an issue In the Old Country,

Mr. Law refers to the fact that the principle of prefer
ence will be established without the imposition of new
food duties, Commenting on this statement the Toronto
Mail and Empire justly points out that there are many
ways in which substantial trade preference can be shown
to the Dominfons without imposing a British duty on
foreign foodstufl: “The d of the Unionist party
not to tax foreign foodstuffs does not preclude,” says the
Mail, “the possibility of a preference being given to
Dominion foodstuffs. The idea of bountles in favor of
Dominion wheat and other farm products has its advo-

_“Hiking” as an Argument.
(Norfolk Virginia Pilot.)

We may be afflicted with stupidity greater than that
which characterizes the average male biped of the genus
homo, but we m confess to inability to see how proof
of ability to “bike” from New York to Albany, or from
Richmond to Washington, affects, one way or the other,
woman’s entitlement to vote or demonsirates, to any
degree, her fitness to exercise the electoral franchise.
Such freakish “stunts” are more calculated to bring the
suffragist movement into ridicule than to promote the
cause.

A Drop in Telephones.
(Victoria Colonist.)

The British Government will pay the National Tele-
phone Company $62,578,320 for its system, this being the
amount agreed upon by the arbitrators. The company
claimed $105,000,000, and the belief that the amount
would be awarded gent its stock up to 162, . As the hear-
ing progressed, the price dropped to 141, falling to 109
when the decision was d must have
lost a good deal of money.

Labor's Worst Enemies.
(Sacramento Union.)
That organized labor has no foe capable of doing it
such damage as the men within its own ranks is again
demonstrated by the fact that “labor leaders” tendered a

cates. The idea of subsidizing h for
carrylng wheat from the Dominions at fixed low rates of
freight has also been broached, But preference of large
advantage can be shown without touching foodstuffs. Of
other staples imported largely by the United Kingdom

ators to be released on bail from the Leavenworth Fed-
eral prison,

“Every Winter Change te 8pring.™
(New York Tribune.) . .
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Men's Thick
Soled Goodyear
Welt Sewed
Laced Boots

Get away from wearing bers

NEWS I SHORT METE

LOCAL.
Case Sottied.

The case against Capt. Stanley Funk
of th¥ schooner Sallie E. Ludlam has
been dropped, and arrangements have
been made for the settlement of the
$12250 in dispute. Capt. Funk was
charged with misappropriating this
amount which was given him by D, J.
Purdy to pay the crew.

Was Badiy Injured.

Roy Hooper, of Main street, met
with a gerious accident yesterdax

by using our Comfortable Damp-

Proof, Leather Lined Winter
Boots. i\
No more weight than lighter

boots and rubbers combined and
ever 80 much better for your feet.
Cushion Sole Boots If you want
them.
A variety of lasts and widths to
fit every foot.

PRICES:
$4.00, 4.50 5.00, 5.50, 6.00,

6.50, 7.00, 8.00

frands—i_v—aughan

19 King St.

.

Ihe Best Qualily at a Reasonable Price

Good
Watches

It pays to buy the best
watch that you can afford.
At our prices you can afford

a pretty good one. We

have no watches at any

price that we can’t warrant

to keep good time. You
are cordially invited to

come in and inspect our

complete line of watches.

L. L. Sharpe & Son,

JEWELERS AND OPTICIANS,
21 King Street, St. John, N. B.
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THE 46,

morning while working in the New
System I dry, Elm street. He was
h h ining &

the inery,
broken and badly torm leg. Drs.
Pratt and Roberts attended the un-
fortunate man who was later removed
to the hospital.

Police Court.

In the police court yesterday morn-
ing a common drunk was fined $8 or
two months jail. Four laborers were
reported for working in the city with-
out a license.

Joine C. P. R. Forestry Staff.

Word was received yesterday that
K. C. Machum, son of H. W, Machum,
of thig city, has been appointed to a
lucrative position in the forestry de
partment of the C. P. R. 1{r, Mdchum
graduates in forestry from U. N, B.
in the spring.

GENERAL,

Peruvian Bakers on Strike.

Lima, Peru, Jan, 28—The Peruvian
capital is today practically without
bread owing to the bakers joining in
the general strike of the factory em-
ployes and other workmen which be-
gan early in January,

Nova Scotla Millionaire I

New York, N. Y, Jan. 28~—~Capt
Wm. Fleming, of Truro, N. 8, said
to be a millionaire and former steam-
ship captain, is 'seriously ill at' the
Waldorf .Astoria. He became very ill
suddenly on Saturday, and it was dif-
ficult to find out where any of his re-
lntives were. His sister, however, has
been summoned from Nova Scotia,
while a nephew, now in the south, is
also on the way here, :

s —
Charged With Theft.

Brooklyn, N. Y., Jan. 28—Accused
of robbing Mrs. Mabel D. McLean, of
No. 1% Kenmore Place—the adopted
niece in St. Jokn, N. B, of Mrs. Eliza-
beth Peneliean, of No. 79 Winter
street—of $73.00, and then skipping
to Watertown, N. Y., Max Puttlitz and
Violet White,a former butler and maid
in the Mclean home, are today lock-
éd up at police headquarters here,

Will Prevent Chinese Smuggling.

Ottawa, Jan. 28.—It is rerorted that
tke immigration department in an ef-
fort to prevent the smuggling of Chin-
ese will try to secure as complete
identification records as possible hy
the Bertillion system, including two
photographs of each Chinese, full face

Watches,
Cut Glass,

HEADQUARTERS FOR
Clocks ‘

Our depleted stocks are being rapidly

replenish

FERGUSON & PAGE,

Diamond Importers and Jewelers,

14
ewelry, W
Silverware, etc

King Street

. Look

s
in dry, damp, or dusty
SPECIALLY ADAPTED

telm
XXX Genuine

Balata
Belting

And Gives the Most Satisfactory Results, whether usrd

GET OUR PRICE LIST

ing for Efficiency in Belting

Always CGood

places, or in the open.
FOR CROSS RUNNING

T.McAV

ITY & SONS, LTD.

ST. JOHN: N. B.

and profile, records of age, th
financial standing, family connection,
marital relationship, etc, Records of

may assist in identification.

A Daring Bank Robbery.

Edmonton, Jan, 28 —Tho most dar-
ing bank robbery in the history of this
city took place at hald past twelve
o'clock this morning in the most thick-
1y populated part of the city. Two un.
known masked men carrying a coll of
rope, entered the Bank of ?\’eva Sco-

body marks will also be kept, which

BALATA
‘The Best for Laund
Exposed

tia and, at the point of a gun, de-

YEARS OLD AND THE
LAST YEAR THE BEST OF

The same enterprise, earnestness,
ability and devotion to students’ inter-

ests which have given this college its
present standing, will be continued,
and every effort made to be worthy

manded of the only person in the
building, a ledger keeper, named Clare
West, that he throw up his hands.
‘West refused and a desperate struggle

64 Prince William

l AR PRI b i BB I ra ikl

ensgued. Eventually the robbers manag-

ed to bind West and hurriedly pro-
ceeded to the outer safe, which they
rifled of a hundred ddllars. While they |

were continuing the search, West man-.|
aged to secure his revolver and fired !

|
|

LOOSE LEAF SUPPLIES,
LEDGERS AND SHEETS

All Sizes and Patterns at

BARNES & CO., LTD.

84 Prince Willlam Street

BELTING

ries, Dye-Houses and
Situations

D. K. McLAREN, LIMITED
Phone Main 1121 St lon, N B.

jon to the first of the convicted dynamite conspir- {§

of the generous patronage enjoyed.
Next term will begin
Janvary 2nd.

Send for catalogue.

Thursdag

four shots at tbe men. They returned
the fire hitting him in the forearm.
Then they made their escape.

$1,656.90 in Scott Act Fines.
Amherst, Jan. 26.—The town cof
Amherst received in Scott Act fines
last vear the sum total of $1,656.90.
The expenditure Including the inspec-
tor's salary, witness fees, legal ex-

ST. JOHN, N. B.

ART GLASS

MIRRORS

Distributors of

BEAVER BOARD
Manufacturers of
Spruce and Pine Lumber
Door Sashes, Mould ngs
Flooring, Sheathing
Boxes etc. etc.
WRITE FOR PRICES,

Murray & Gregory, Ltd.

THE LEADING FIRM FOR

AND ALL KINDS OF FANCY GLASS

, etc, totalled $952, leaving a
balance to the credit of the town of
about $700.

R
Mrs. Thomas Drillon,

Mrs. Thomas Drillon died in Brewer
Me., on Saturday. She was born in
Woodstock, N. B, about fifty vears
ago, her maiden name was Louis Olts,
In 1877 she married Thomas Drillon
and they settled at Grand Lake,
Queens county, N, B.- About ten years
ago they went to Great Works and
two years later moved to Brewer,

Are you satisfied with it
Can it be

F

Who Does Your Printing ?

Do you desire improveraent

If So, Give Us a Chance to Make Good.

Standard Job Printing Co.

82 Prince William Street,

?
improved ?

St. John, N. B.

GUNNS

For Su‘nluy in Bacons, Cooked Hams,

—————

and. Salted Meats, Pure Lard
and C d. «Cooking Oils and

The’ Ideal Bread Food!

L ]
BUTTERNUT

A POSITION GUARANTEED

To every student who entere fo:
& course in Shorthand or Book
keeping.

GUARANTEE BACKED UP.

Salad Dressing. Western Beef only
handled. All government inspected.

Phone, wire or mall your order.

GUNNS LIMITED
467 MainSt.  Phone Main 1670

FROZEN HERRING

Frozen Herring, Fresh Codfish, Had.
dock, Bloaters, Kippered Herring and
Finnan Haddies. -

* JAMES PATTERSON,
19 and 20 South Market Wharf,
8t. John, N. B,

HAY, OATS D ML FEEDS |

We are now landing, ex cars, at St
John and West St. John: -
Good Carfeton County Hay.

Manitoba, P. E. Island ang Ontario

.| Oats,

White Middiings, Bran.
Crushed Oats, and Corn and Oats.

Shall be very much pleased to quote
our lowest prices. Ring us up.

A. C. SMITH & C0.

UNION $TREET.

West St. Joha. N. B.
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Marine Eng
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