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CIVIC FINANCES.
P

The report of the City Chamberlain, which was sub-
mitted at yesterday’s meeting of the Common Council, is
worthy of a more careful perusal than it will receive at
the hauds of the majority of citizens. The report shows
the city to be in a satisfactory financial condition. The
expenditures have been kept within the income and
there has been a reduction in the bonded debt of $64,240.
The Teduction is even greater than this, as there are
water debentures to the amount of $12,200, for the pay-
ment of which provision is made and the interest stopped.

During the year debentures to the amount of $397,600
matured and were paid, partly from the sinking fund and
partly by another issue of debentures. Of the total
amount maturing $300,000 were for water supply. While
this important department of the city was under the man-
agement of a Commission, practically no attention what-
ever was given to the sinking fund to retire the deben-
tures, and the result of this neglect was that of the total
amount $189,000 had to be re-issued.

The extent to which St. John has re-issued deben-
tures, which should have been retired at maturity, is
much greater than it should have been 2 In 1894, $527,-
546.66 in debentures, known as the Sterling Loan, were
sold for the purpose of retiring maturing debentures
issued for water and sewerage purposes and now more
than half of the second issue has to be re-issued because
of the neglect of the old Commission to fulfill their obli-
gations to the bond holders by putting aside an amount
annually as they are required to do by law,

Of the general city debt debentures issued from time
to time by the Council $535,500 have been re-issuned, so
that well over a million dollars of indebtedness are still
outstanding that ought to have been retired when due.

The present Council can hardly be congratulated on
ife manner they have dealt with some questions con-
nected with the management of the city’s bonded debt.
Instead of r iing this water indebtedness for a period
of not long than vears, which was the rule
adopted by the Council at the time of union, they were
sold for forty years the same as bonds for new work, 80
that there are practically two issues of bonds outstand-
ing account of the water mains and distribution
throughout the city Last year the Treasury Board acted
wisely in appropriating a portion of the surplus revenue
of the water department for the purpose of providing for
the cost of replacing the distributing pipes throughout the
city.

It is not good finance either to issue street paving
bonds for forty It is all very well to say that
granite block pavements on a concrete foundation will
last forty years. The experience of many cities does
not justify this claim, therefore, only a portion of the
street paving debentures should be put on the market for
such a long term. The same argument against the re-
issue of bonds for the water supply system applies to
those for the streets with even greater
A portion of the $90,000 issued for street pave-
ments is for work done on Mill and Dock streets, bonds
for the paving of which are already outstanding. 1t
this method is continued as pavements wear out the tax-
payers will soon have a large bill for interest to pay. It
is earnestly to be hoped that wiser methods than those
of the past will guide the civic government in dealing
with renewals of street paving.

As the result of the year's operation in connection
with the bonded debt there is a saving of interest last
year over the previous year of $7,709.41 and next year
there will be a further reduction. At the close of 1910
the sinking funds of the city amounted to $971,425.87.
After paying out of these funds during 1911 $195,640,
there was still to the credit of the sinking funds $882,
87256. The sinking funds have been honestly maintain-
#d in recent years.

The receipts of the city show about the same per-
rentage of collections on the current assessment as in
former years, but there is a large falling off in the collec-
tions for tax default, In 1909 default taxes yielded
$111,602, while in 1911 the amount had fallen to $62,127.
The Chamberlain points out that this shows that fewer
citizens sre in default than formerly. He also calls
attention, and very justly, to the difficulty in collecting
the taxes on small incomes. He does not specify the
number of ratepayers who are assessed on a poll tax
wnlone, who are in default, but the number is usually
about fifty per cent. of the whole. The legislation of a
few years ago which fixed the poll tax at five dollars on
gll who were assessed on incomes of $300 or under, has
mot helped collections any, as they are no better from this
elass of ratepayers than they ever were. Common sense
would indicate to any ordinary person the uselessness of

bering the
mames from which it is impossible to collect a single dol-
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its other utility. capital expendi-
ture the city was calléd upon in 1911 o make good a de-
fictt of $11,143.11, between the actual revenue of the ferry
and the cost of its maintensnce. The ferry question is
a very live one at the present time.

The report of the Comptroller on the expenditures of
the year shows that the cost of maintaining the public
services of the city is about the same as shown by the
following table:

1910. 1911,
Fire Department .. .. .. $68,198.76  $83,831.70
Police Department .. .. 4872116 45,994,456
Lamp, Department .. .. 30,287.60 26,111.64
Street Department .. .. 74,602.19 74,931.64

Taken as & whole the financial statement of the city
must prove satisfactory to the citizgens. Whether the
money taken from them has been wisely or unwisely ex-
pended the accounts show no serious over-expenditure,
and this was the great evil in civie t from

The Nickel ‘Theatre was crowded
to the doors at every performance
yesterday afternoon and evening to
witness the great motion picture film
“Vanity Fair.” The production is
shown In three lengthy reels and is
one of the best ever shown In this
city., It is presented by no less than
twenty of the best performers in the
Vitagraph employ, the costumes worn
are gorgeous, and it is a most magal
fioent scenic production. “Vanity
Fair" is taken from the great novel
by William Makepeace Thackeray the
£ satirist and delineator of

which the city suffered before a Comptroller was appoint-
ed. The showing in the harbor account is not so good as
last year and is a warning to the citizens that as the
whart properties owned by the city increase in age the
cost of repairs goes up.
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MARITIME PROVINCE REPRESENTATION.

The Toronto News, discussing the extension of the
boundaries of different Provinces and their effect on the
representation in Parliament, asks this question: “Sup-
pose that in future time the population of Quebec ghould
be 10,000,000 and that of P. E. L. should be 200,000, then
the unit of representation would be 150,000 and the small
Province would not be entitled to two members.”

There is no doubt in the future that Quebec will be
one of the most populous of the Provinces of Canada.
Montreal is developing rapidly and the time is not far dis-
tant when the population of that city will be a million.
The rural sections of the Province may not grow as rap-
idly as the commercial metropolis, but the existence of a
city with a milllon inhabitants will encourage also the
growth of suburbs, All the towns and citles in the
Province of Quebec increased in population during the
last ten years, and there is every likelihood that in the
next decade many of the towns of the present time will
be cities. For this reason, if for no other, the agitation
to preserve the representation of the Maritime Provinces
at Ottawa at not less than when they entered Confedera-
tion should be continued.

We are all hopeful that there will be a greater pro-
portion of increase in the population in the lower Prov-
inces in the next ten years than in the last decade. With-
out doubt the present Government will give the Maritime
Provinces a fairer deal in immigration expenditures than
we have ever had before, but it will take time to over-
come the large expenditures already made on behalf of
the West. So much money has been expended by the
Jovernment and the railways having land to sell in the
Northwest that the people of Great Britain, particularly,
think only of the West of Canada, as a place in which to
carve out a home for themselves,

It will take some years before the Maritime Prov-
inces can ‘hope to benefit much from expenditures for im-
migration by the Federal Government. Any increase of
population will therefore be through retaining our own
{natural increase, This can be done only by the estab-
lishment of indusiries that will furnish employment to
our young people. If this means is neglected, in the fu-
ture as it has been in the past, the ratio of growth will
remain about the same. The awakening to the great
agricultural possibilities of the Province, will certainly
add to our population and perhaps increase the ratio of
our growth, but at the best we can grow no more rapidly
than Quebec, while the Western Provinces, through the
construction of railways at the expense of the Federal
Government, will have a much more rapid growth than is
possible in the East.
As pointed out on previous occasions, the Maritime
Provinces have special interests totally different from
those of the inland Provinces, and for this reason should
%be fairly represented at Ottawa. The present population
lof New Brunswick is less than 350,000. With a popula-
tion of a million compared with the population of ten
millions in Quebec, we would have but six representa-
tives in Parliament.

sert that the slow growth of the Maritime Provinces is
the fault of the people themselves, but it must be borne

Northwestern territory and that what wae fair at that
time in the matter of representation has been greatly

inces.

representation at Ottawa. Premier Fl ing has already

It is all very well for the Western newspapers to as-

in mind that at the time of the union there was no

altered by the extension of the boundaries of the Prov-
inces of Quebec and Ontario and the addition of the
Northwest to the area of Canada, All the new Prov-
inces have a minimum of representation equal to what
they had at the start, and there is no reason why the
same principle should not apply to the Maritime Prov-

The people of New Brunswick, Nova Scotia and
Prince Edward Island should look to the future and make
a strong fight to prevent any further reduction of their

character and society of the early
18th century.

The first reel shows Amelia Sedley
accompanied by Becky Sharpe re-
turning from l.{)oardh)g school, Bécky
is & natural born flirt. Joseph Sed-
ley, & very bashful man falls in love
with her and takes her to Vauxhall
Gardens, where he makes such a fool
of himself that he becomes ashamed
of himself, refuses to keep an ap-
pointment with her the next day and
sails for Scotland to escape her wiles.
Becky next becomes governess in
Sir Pitt Crawley's mansion, where she
meets Rawdon Crawley, the youngest
son of Sir Pitt, who falls in love with
her and marries her despite the dis-
pleasure of the whole Crawley fam-
ily.. Rawdon Crawley is an officer in
the British Army and shortly after
their marriage takes up elegant lodg-
ings at Mayfair. They are visitéd by
Captain Dobbin and Lieutenant O&-
borne, the latter having married
Amelia Sedley. Lieutenant Osborne
becomes fascinated by Mrs. Crawley.
A week later they are at a ball in
Brussels, given by the Duchess of
Richmond, where Becky meets the
old Marquis of Steyne, who becomes
infatuated with her. It is while they
are enjoying themselves at the ball
that they recelye notice of the battle
of Waterloo. There is an excellent
plcture of the battle field where Gap-
taln Crawley and = Captain Dobbin
found the body of Lieut. Osborne, who
was killed in the engagement. A
month after the battle Beckey Craw-
ley ensnares Lord Steyne. At the
gaming table Captain Crawley gets
heavily in debt to Lord Steyne and is
thrown in prison while Mrs, Crawley
entertains the Old Lord. When Chp-
tain Crawley gets out of prison he
finds his wife with Lord Steyne and
leaves her forever.

Beckeéy is also abandomed by Lord
Steyne, and finally through dissipa-
tion is reduced to penury. She is
found in a hovel by Captain Dobbin
and Amelia Osborne, Becky refuses
assistance and is left to her fate.
Amelia becomes the wife of the faith-
ful Captain Dobbin and so ends the
drama.

John Kelly made his first appear-
ance yesterday urider the management
of the Keith's and his beautiful tenor
voice captured the large audiences
in & very pretty golo.

Miss Margaret Pearson, the contral
to, who continues as a favorite with
the theatre goers, was also heard in
a catchy solo.

“Vanity Fair" Is a production that
should not be missed by any lover
of first class motion photography.

AMUSEMENTS.

DANTE'S INFERNO.

Next to the Bible and Shakespeare
the greatest monument in the history
of literature iz Dante's “Inferno.” It

the ages, been praised as a revelation
ratfier than a mere poem. 'With all

been made accessib® to all. A noted
band of Italian artists have for a
period of more than two years, co-
operated in an effort to give a repro-
duetion of Dante in moving pictures
which would be worthy of the immort-
al genius of the great Fuscan poet.
The efforts have ‘been crowned with
success, and the 100 or more scenes
of which this film consists, represent
practically the entire “Inferno.”
There is special music to accompany
the picture, likewise an explanatory
dramatic reading.

taken the imitial step im this direction and will follow i
up with greater effort than in the past,

ai

toward a redistribuiion at its present ion, but §

There is no
likelihood of the Dominion Parliament taking any step

This 1 attraction will be pre-
sented at the Opera House beginning
Vednesd ing for the

, and
balance of the week, with a

has at all times, by the scholars of
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We Can Repair
That Watch

For twenty years we have bee!
handling “balky” timekeepers,
We know their tricks.

little ways.

dle them.
Let us look over that watc

or your money back.

W. TREMAINE GARD,

We have learned all their nasty
‘We know, too, just how to han-
you can't depend upon any more

1f it's worn out we'll tell you so
If it isn't, we'll make it right—

77 Charlotte 8t.

n son's trade

QOLD WATCHES, GOLD

LADIES' AND MISBE®
styles and prices.
The prices throughout the

1)
Diamond Importeds and Jewel

“
WATCHES ‘

The most critical judge of beauty of design as applied to the hand.
feraft of watch production, will of a surety be more than satisfied with
The Artistic

that we are showing In this branch of the jeweller's art. For this aea

Merchancdise

FILLED WATCHES, aleo watches

cased In Silver, Gun Metal and Nick

ckel,
BRACELET.-WATCHES - of various
whole wide range of our wateh stock

are Quality for Quality, the lowest obtainable,

FERGUSON & PAGE

4 KIN’G STREET,

Birch Timber

Good stock, long lengths sawed
special sizes.

timbers.

ing Company, Ltd.
{Two Factories,)
2464 City Road

Boat Building.

Live sawed oak boards for bent boat

SPRUCE KNEES AND BIRCH FOR
KEELS.

The Chrisuﬁoodwork-

Erin Street

to

have been looking for.”

DO YOU USE A GILLETTE RAZOR?

Price $4.00

Drop in and let us demonstrate thig compact and handy stropper
for you, No obligation to buy, but you certainly will say “Just what 1

T. MCAVITY & SONS, Ltd., 13 King St.

e e meistoa. "xt s troe|| Wire Window Screens
TELS 10 the creat mastls & w8 S Insure Privacy
Mdgﬁgox?:":;(e-ilelt invention, the ST. JOHN SIGN Co.
B e TRy s 133 e & M8, |
of mankind. The “Inferno” has mow 4

If so, you can keep that keen,
sharp edge on your blades—#0 ne-
cessary to a clean, satisfactory
#have, besldes saving expense In
o blades by using the

. Twinplex Rotary Stropper
This stropper flla-w Jong: folt
want for the man who shaves with
a Gillette, It is & simplicity itself
and is guaranteed to last and give
perfect gervice for ten years,

e

Our classes

S.

Established 1867

ever before in our long history.
We are grateful that our efforts
to do good work are appréciated, and
are striving to not only maintain, but
to increase our reputation.
Catalogue to any address,

are much larger than

Stationery Supplies

A Full Line of Account Books

Figuring Books, 2 to 16 columns

All sizes of Loose Leaf Binders and Holders
in stock and made to order.

BARNES & 0O0. Lta., 84 Prince William 8t.

KERR, Principal.

daily. The performance is over two

Iy

jar. It is now p d to obtain legisl the
poll tax to two dollars. Such a move is in the right di-
. mection, but it will be even difficult under our presemt
metbhod of cellections to secure payments of evem this
amount from a large percentage of the small ratepayers.
v The water department with the receipts of $183,-
%3717, the largest in the history of the city, closed the
year with a credit balance of $8,000, whereas the balance
for 1910 was over $20,000. Probably there is no depart-
ment in the city which is more recklessly managed from
& financial standpoint than the water department. It
has been a matter of comment for some years past that
there are at least three men doing one man’s work in this
department, and that a large sum of money is being

sidered.

ately after prorogation of the Local Parliaments, direct-
in this important question, a conference of
the Premiers will be held and the matter carefully con-

In 1910 the Ontario Legislature passed an act which
gives the city of Toronto power to lay tracks upon any
street in the city if the Toronto Street Railway Company
refused to meet the city’s demands in this direction, but

AMERICANG ARE T0 BE
COMPENSATED FAOM

the act was only to come into force on proci i
the Governor-in-Council.

East Toronto.

He
Standard
tion.

of
This proclamation has now
been made and Toronto has arranged to construct a line
ion Danforth avenue which will provide a service with

all communications to be published in The
must bear the name of the author for publica

Current Comment

™

. (v‘-.o-vii Province.)
The low

for the absence of elderly gentlemen at the
prayer meeting. 2

attendance st the city schools is attributed
to the disagreesble weather, The same excuse has been
wid-|

McGILL UNIVERSITY
EXAMINATIONS IN MUSIC.

Local l:rnuuumu in Theoretical -
sic for al Mwmbchcldon‘%
13th, 1912, P

i Practical -
Jects ‘ac. t & month l.i:ru.b

Lace Leather and Belt

D. K. McLAREN, Limited

MANUFACTURERS OF
Genuine English Oak Tanned Leather Belting, Balata Belting.

Fasteners of every description.

: Complete stock at
-| 64 Prince William Street, "Phone Main 1121, St. John, N. B.

The terms,

Draw Money While You're Laid Up
simplicity and benefits of our Sickness and Ace
cident policles will prove a most agresable surprise to you
Come In and We'll Talk it Over

Frank R. Fairweather, 12 Canterbury St.
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