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'nm meantss opr;i THE CHRISTIAN

l't nwy be freely admitted that some Christians
are not so broad in their outlook and their sym-
pathies ‘@s ‘& fuller ‘realization of their inheritance as
cifidren of God shoild cause them to be. The heav-
enly tneuure is committed to earthen vessels. The
power ‘and joy of the Christian life is realized but in
part, the Christian graces fall short, more or lese,
of-their full exercise and there is with most of us a
failifre to attain that-breadth of view and of sym-
pathy, which should result from an unrestricted fel-
lowship with. the Som of God. But the acousation of
narrownese frequently brought against Christians be-
cqnna ’Hney déckine to participate in all that interests
or llnum the people of the world is falsely made.
Fox, rightly understood the refusal of the Christian
toventer into fellowship with the children of this
wotdd 't all that they are seeking after is a proof
not of narrowness but of largeness. It results from
the fact that his horizon is immeasurably wider than
the worldling’s, that his best hopes and his' supreme
imterests transcend in importance, beyond all ocom-
parison, the things which the latter make the chief
object of their quest.

Frequently, in some quiet rural community remote
from the centres and avenues of the great world’s
Jife and birsiness, you may chance to find a man who
hkmgﬂ fo a world of thought and action quite for-
eign, Lo, that by which for the time being he is sur-
rounded. He it a leader among men in some depart-
ment ‘of the world’s strenuous life,
and he is there in that quiet ocommum-
ity for a brief holiday only. ‘He may not be without
some interest in whut he finde about, him there. It
will not ‘meke . him- seem smaller in our eyes if we
see hiny #howirig soie concern in the village life, in-’
terested in what the men are doing in their shops or
on . their farms, the women in the homes and . the
chikdrén in the school and en the playground. Th”
quiet’ and ‘wimplicity of this rural community charm
and rest him. Sometimes -he is almost ready to wish
that he might remain here, away from the strenuous
thought and labor of the world in which he has
moved, ‘and share the lot of these gimple, vare-free
people, lotting his thoughts be as their thoughts
and his wavs as their ways. But in his more sober
moods he knows that such a life ‘as this has become
impossible for him. He is in truth a ocitizen of a
Jarfrer world, and it is impossible for him to narrow
his thonghts ‘and his ambitions to the measure of
the. people with whom for a week or a month he is
making. his home. He knows, and the villagers also
more of less clearly understand, that he is not and
camnot be one of themselves. A voice which they

cannot hear calls him away. The great city is his

home. The city’s life, with its ‘broader outlook. and
larger enterprise is his, and to that life with all ite

wtress ‘and’ etbain, its long endeavor and fierce cou h

tention hd:must go back.

The relation of such & man to the wrow com-
munity. in which he spends a holid ilhistrates what
may - well +be sthe relation of the Christian to the
world, Hvenih'rt but he is not of it.
much in ngnrd 10 which he has a certain commup-
nngmm-thththomolﬂwworld.!!om
in tbeir work, and their pleasures, And yet in a very
real sense he is & stranger and sojourner among
them. - His life moves in & larger circle.  He has
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insensible-—frequently indeed he, is only 100 ihh
—to the attractions of the world around him; but
unless he is altogether false to his high calling,’ he
continues to lve as sceing things which “to the man
of this world are imvisible. It ls not narrowness, it
is the largemess - of his life, the broadness of his
horizon, the - loftiness of his thought and purpose;
that render it inipossible for the Christian to make
common interest with thosé who have no intereste
and no aspirations beyond the present life and .who
tive as though this world were all. And this sense
of largeness and security which belongs to the (Chris.
tian life, this consci of an anchor cast wibh»
in the veil, of an imheritance laid up for him
heaven, ‘of a love which links his being to the 591!1
of God, must also lift him above  the accidents of
time, delivering him from the fear of desolation, and ~
rendering him independent of the disasters which so
often lay in ruins the paltry fortunes of men whose
wealth is all invested in this small world.

THE WORLD CONGRESS AND THE
NEGRO.

The ocordiality of the reception which the Negro
delegates from America met with at the Baptist
World Congress in London was so miarked as to be
somewhat of a surprise to the Negro delogates
themselves. They were given a very prominent place

quosti on the g d of right and ressonable:
nenand chﬁquu-mth evident at least
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anything which involves recognition of their Negro
brethren on grounds of social equality.

BAPTIS‘!’SEN]RELAND

Imlandubynomeanlnﬂaptubeomtry Over
the greater part of the island Roman Catholiciem
boldnahootmdupnbedwa\y,andhthllorphu
pecially in the Belfast district, Presbyterianism pre-
dominates. There are however, Baptists in Ireland,
and although they are comparatively:few i nymb
Mmﬁﬂmdmu%w&atthymhm
ing, though of course mtatunyAmympndnh
During the past ten. years they have imereased in
church membership from 2,494 to 3,008, an average
inorease of 51 per year. The present Sunday school
attendance ia 3,324, an increase of 1,238 m four
vears. There are in the Baptist Union of Ireland
thirty-six  churches, most of them small of ocourse,
only three having a membership of over 300 each,
while 81 have u membership of less ghan 100 each,
and three have a membership of less than ten each
In Dublin, Harcourt street, under the ministry of
Rev. H. D. Brown, there is a strong church with two
missions, and in the Phibsborough part of the oity
Rev. J. D. Gllmon, seoretary of the Union, and his
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on the programme, and as orators they more than
held their own in comparison .with the white breth-
ren. One of the Negro delegates, writing of the re-
ception given them in London says: ‘“Every courtesy
which could have possibly beem expected was shown
the Negro delegates. Some_one of our number was

recognized to speak on marly every topic before the
Congress, and most of the Baptist pulpite were fill«
ed by Negro brethren on Sunday. About thirty of
tho thirty-sight Negro : delegates were given appoint- .

duties assigned ﬂ:h .ﬂmt early everyome was o'
quested to semmin over the following Sunday.” The
Negrophilism of the Congross was indeed w0 pro-
nounced as to comstitute a fly in the ointment for
the white delegates from the South. There is per-
haps no article of his creed which the Southern
white Baptist holds more rigidly than the demial of
social equality with the Negro. There is a kind of
religious equality which he is willing to allow. He
does pot  object to worshipping with  the ocolored
brethren on occasion, although he much.prefers that,.
as . general rule, the Negroes should worship by
themselves, but when it comes {to eating or drinking
with the black man or doing anything that would ™
imply _wsocial equality, he is as unyielding as an’
old-time orthodox Jew was in respect to eating or
drinking with the Gentiles. The English Baptiste na-
turally could not fully appreciate the feelings of the
Southern brethren on' this matter. They seem to have
thought that the color of the skin was not a mat-
ter of so very ~much importance, and that if the
black man waaabrotbﬁm Christ and an able
minister of the Word, who could edify them by his
Jearning and inspire them by his eloquence, then he
was good emough to sit with them at their tables
and share in the social amenities of their homes. As
a result some of the white, delegates from the South
appear to have been placed in an unoom.forhblo
position, and some of the South Baptist P

pers are saying that the recognition of social equal-
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ent of the London “Baptist Times,” to whom we
are indebted for the facts given above, writes:
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While fully: recognizing the “hardness of the wors
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ﬂmnﬁswn&ﬂh‘o in Haroourt-street, of
which Rev. Amban.G.Buryl.A,upmmpal
Thcwmat\pmtmmorught students
denoe,indtbalpedalaimo(bh(’oﬂecsu
ply our Churches in Treland with pastors trained
the:mi:ryxtulf Inﬂm,umibmlmk
the, Churck gh the island, Rev.
DBrownhkuadeepwde!wmdink-t. We
mmm&emtntandwhwh&pﬁlbhwhkm
mpndt—m:ldm!mhndm the past, and the
sive purposes and aims wlunh animate them.”
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