IA-ALBERNI
RAILWAY QUESTION

sance Survﬁy Will Be Made
1.ately, From North End of
ichan Lake to Albern;,

connection with the genera}
bt _t]m vh-\’«-lup{nvnt of Vaneoy-
1 is the comsideration of the
s for A railroad from Victoria
. It is well knowsn from the
asional  travellers and
3 ‘who have penetrated the
‘t\\'('\,‘l‘l the Cowichan lake and
nal, that that section Possesseg
¢ natural resources, but while
*8810n prevails there
reliable information on file
thie character of the country.
leration of the interests (;f
R bill was passed daring the
f the Kk iture authoriz-
T a railway from
0 Alberni, but nothing further
one in the matter as yet, ang
strong feeling among the mer-
this city that the Nanaimo
1 prove more valuable to Van-
1 to Victoria. But as far as
is concerned, the question
was at the close of the
gislature,

, president of the board
aving noticed a press report
iew between a committee of

League 1l the provincial
on this subject, requested
y of the board to refer the
the stanaing committee on
\ccordingly two members of
ttee, Chairman T, W. Pat-
. A. Mara werke immediately
ke arrangements for g
committee. In the
ichard Hall and H. D.
M. . P’s, had been seen,
suggestion of the latter,
erson, Mara and the secre-
board of trade waited upon

. C, Wells:
who "had accompanied
delegation to the provincial
on this subject in March
>d Mr. Wells, who had not
throughout the previous in-
t the board had then ex-
opinion that direct railway
m  between Aiberni  and
desirable by the shortest
P, namely, via the Cowichan
ral members of that- dele-
peen well acquainted with
o preposed route be-
ia and the northern end of
ke, but nobody had  been
k authoritively of ' the
point to Alberni. The
d therefore been asked to
nce survey made for
of ascertaining definitely
t a suitable pass for a rail-
divide existed. The dele-
30 suggested to the govern-
ch a survey would secure
mation concerning the min-
nd other resources of the

son,

the

ference there jvere pres-
Junsmuir, - Prentice © and
e Premier was impressed
¢ of the proposed survey,
that it should be under-
r.

pnssed at the interview he+
rd’s delegation and Hom:
moirning, it was apparent
‘ommissioner was not fully
h the matter, but as soon
1ad been laid before him
* promised' that the re-
survey should be under-

een from the foregoing
's request was not for a
, which is not' considered
rfesent, as there is no com-
which contemplates the
f the line. If the pre-
y proves that the route
that the resources of: the;
the lake are as repre~
nay be taken to interest.
1e project.

[E CZARINA,

g, Sept. 3.—The officiak
. Petcersburg to-day con-
ph that changes occurred:
n of the Czarina “which.’
ancy. Now, owing to a
the normal course of
Majesty has had a mis-,
e are. no  complications,,
and pulse being nermal..
use For Alarm,
. 3.—A special dispateh:
rom St. Petersburg this;
there is nothing disquiet-
na’s condition,
mple of weaving in the
pe the Panama hats manu-

japa (pronounced Hippy-
pvince of Montecristi, Ecua-

BIRTHS.

drew street, Gorge road,

m. Martin, of a son,

lson, on Aug. 30th, the
Carley, of a son.

Aug. 28th,
Mel ¢ of a son.
y Denver, on Aug. 26th,

hn. Cadden, of a daughter.
Denver, on Aug. 24th,

ugh Nelson, of a daugh-

son, | the

oke, on Aug. 26th,

y, of a daughter.

elson, on Aug. 29th, the
Orchard, of a daughter.

RRIED,
RTHCOTT—At Quesnel,
, by the Rev. F. Yolland,
Robertson, of Quesnel.
eth Parker Northcott, of

Nanaimo, on Aug. 30th,
Newton Powell, Thomas
s Annie Dick.

! Nelson, on Aug.

. White, Charles D.
Alice M. Johnston.
At Rossland, on Aug.

. M. Sanford, John Ken-
eth Flath.
Lt Ladysmith, on Aug.

A Tanner, David® W.
5§ Tate.
LIA—At

v, J. B,
iss Nikolia.

At Revelstoke, on Aug.

Ladner, James Mese-

Jarr, both of Ferguson,

Rossland,
Morgan,

on
H.

Y—At
ev. W. C. Calder, Wil-
n and Ada Jane Kenty.
TED.

couver, on Aug. 30th,
dy, aged 58 years.

Revelstoke, on
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STEAMER SERVICE ON THE COAST.

DESCRIPTION OF THE CRAFT
WHICH PLY ALONG EASTERN |
SHORES OF THE ISLAND OF
VANCOUVER.

The steamer Stdathcona, which now
forms the connecting link between Sxd~|
ney and Nanaimo and the ports of Crof-
ton and Chemainus intervening in the|
railway service now provided - by the
Victoria Tetminal Railway Company,
has inaugurated a business that has
been fruitful of many beneficial results
to this city. She is a handsome typ2
of the greyhound river craft with lofty
pilot and helm house and stern wheel
that propels her with a minimum of
vibration, much to the comfort of those
who travel on her. But, though built
for river service, the steamer has never
proved a success on fresh water, be-
cause of her heavy draught. This fea-
ture to her construction, however, is the |
very thing that qualifies her for the run
which she is now taking. She alse has
the advantage of a la passenger ac-
commodation as well as a big freight
capacity and plenty of power. 3y

Tha daily service which her superior
speed has enabled her lo‘ostnbllxsh and
maintain has placed her in a Ioremost

| designed for the service

| property of the K. & N. Railway Com-

ioppages are frequent and cargo
e handled a great deal.

Jity of Nanaimo was built at
rer in 1891, and was oniginally
between that
city and Nanaimo. In 18)6 she was
transferred to this' port and became the

pany. Since that time she has almost
constantly been employed on the route
on which she is now operated, and,,to all
has given a very satisfactory service. |
The steamer has a horsepower of 56; a!
gross tonnage of 761 and a registered
tonnage of 518. The length of her: en-
gine room is 236 feet, while the dimen-|
siors of her hull are as follows: Length
of keel, 159 feet; beam, 32 feet, and
depth ‘of hold, 9.4 feet.  'Mhe steamer
carries considerable housework. With |
the exception of her dining saloon, which |
is located at the stern, and her engine |
room, all the lower deck is devoted to
freight space. On the second deck is a
cosy saloon, soon to be provided with a
piano, a smoking room, forward state
rooms, and the offices connected with
the different departments of the ship.|
‘There is also a hurricane deck which in |
fine weather is a favorite resort for ex-
cursionists.

‘T'he vessel is a twelve-knot 'boat, but
like most craft of her kind, has extra
power when the occasion demands,

Built specially for the trade of the
islands, the trim little steamer Iroquois,
operated in connection with the Victoria |
Terminal Railway Company, has always|
been a boon to the settlers of the east
coast. She was econstructed for T. W.

ESQUIMALT & NANAIMO R'Y.

A LINE WHICH EXTENDS FOR A
HUNDRED MILES THROUGH
RICH TERITORY ALONG THE
COAST.

Although almost every point of im-
portance on the Island of Vancouver can
be reached by water, travel by railway
lines always finds greater favor among
many who' prefer its expedition, and
absence from the dangers of sea sick-
ness. The E. & N, ‘railway, running
from Victoria to. Wellington, has thus,
ever since its conmstruction, formed a
favorite route for touching the different
farming districts and lumber and mining
camps of the province.

The line was constructed between the
years 1883 and 1887 by a company, of
which Hon. Robt, Dunsmuir was the
leading shareholder,. The company un-
dertook to build the line and the tele-
graph system for a subsidy of $750,000,
together with a large grant of land. The
capital stock of the company was $3,-
000,000. The road and its equipment
was also exempted from taxation for
ten years.

The line has proved a great assistance
in stimulating the growth of the island
towns. It forms a great artery of trade
on which are situated such business
points as Victoria, with.its great ship-

place of the steamer fleet belonging to | patiarson, the late manager of the road, | Ping interests; Duncans, the base of a

this port. On the route she averages
between twelve and fourteen -knots, ard
is able to land passengers for Victoria
from Nanaimo'at Sidney in time to meet
the noon train for this city, and passen-
gers from here for the Black Diamond

and sitted for both the freight and pas-|
senger business. Her hull was built at|
Port Moody, and was afterwards taken |
to Victoria to receive the machinery, [
In every respect the steamer is strong
ly and substantially put together, and

city at their destination on the evening| being of good niodel, can weather almos 1aim
of the same day, in addition to handling'!any kind of sea usually encountered be-'seat of the coal trade, and Wellington,

STEAMER STRATHCONA AT._PEN

all the freight moving between the wari- |
ous ports of call en route.

The steamer was huilt for the Stikine
river service a conple of years ago. Her
builders were the B. C. Iron Works,
and her former owners then the Hudson
Bay Company.

Last spring she was purchased by the
Vietoria Terminal Railway Company,
and on being taken south from the
Skeena river, where she lay idle for a
number of months, was given an ex-
tensive overhauling. No expense was
spared in equipping her for the new
route. Her machinery - was all over-
hauled, her cabin and state rooms were
upholstered and a powerful searchlight
wis installed for the safe mavigation of
the steamer on dark nights through the
narrow channels through which she has
to pass. The steamer has a gross ton-
nage of 596 tons or a registered tonnage
of 375 tons. She has accommodation for
250 passengers, a fact which in itself in-
dicates the size of the vessel.
commanded by Capt. Thos. Y, 8
veteran of the Kootenay lake.* .

There is perhaps no more popular ex-
cursion steamer in the harbor than the
City of Nanaimeo, which plies between
Victoria, Nanaimo and Comox, and in-
cidentally +he islands of the east coast.
The ship has the advantage of possessd
ing many features which admirably suit
her for the excursion biisinesg. First of
all she has plenty of cabin space, is
comfartably appointed, and has excellent

1

steaming capabilities. ~As o general

freight and passenger vessel she is well | wounld otherwise have offered little at-
5 n the east coast,!traction to the settler.

adapssd to the run

tween the islands. Since the advent of|

| the Strathcona on the east coast route |

the vessel has been assigned almost ex-|
clusively to the run among the islands, |
and only relieved the larger vessel when
the Jlatter is laid up for repairs. - Like
the Charmer, City of Nanaimo and|
cther craft of the same type, the|
Ircquois passenuger accommodation is ull}
on her secund deck, where both comfort-
able sitring, sleeping and dining quarters[
are to he found, equipped with all eon«
veniences. In many respects the steamer
resembles a ferry boat, features of her
construction admitting of advantages
which are greatly enjoyéd by the pas-
senger when desiring to view the superb
scenery to be found among the islands,
The steamer has a gross tonnage of 195
and a registered tonnage of 94. She is
82 feet long, 20 feet by the beam and
7.7 in depthy of hold., She is a screw
steamer of wooden = construction, and
was built in 1800. The length of her
engine room is 23. feet, and her horse-
power is 191, which gives her a speed
of about ten knots an hour.

These vessels, together with a number
of smaller ones which run on less re-
gular schedules, provide a. ready and
comfortable means ‘of communication
witn almost all points on the East Coast
and the islands which "are adjacent to
facilitate trade, but to stimulate it as
will, for with the excellent -service
which they provide an - additional incen-
tive is given to the settlement of a num-
ber of rich’ valleys and islands which

DER ISLAND WHARF,

large mining, lumbering and agricul-
tural trade; Chemains, the busiest lum-
ber town on the Island; Mt. Sicker, the
best mining camp on Vancouver Island;
Crofton, the smelter town; Ladysmith,
he progressive young city springing into

istence on Oyster Bay; Nanaimo, the

ox-

where the terminus of the line now is.
In" addition to these strictly commercial
points, it tdps a great district, the para-
dise of the hunter and the angler, where
large baskets and big game can be sé-
cured with but few of the hardships in-
separable. from such exploits in more re-
mote hunting fields.  Cowichan lake, a
noble body of water teeming with trout;
Sooke lake, more remote, but therefore
less baited than those nearer; Shawni-
gan lake, onc of the prettiest of inland
fresh avater bodies, with two fine hotel
which cater to the tourist trade; th
Koksilah, Chemainus, Cowichan, ; Na-
naimo and various other fishing .,stfeams
—all thege are placed within easy access
of “the pleasure-seeker by the méans of
transportation mentioned. s
To those who prefer .mountaip. climb-
ing, the road carries the traveller almost
under the peaks of lofty ranges, while
the canyons ef Goldstream, Millstream
and Saanich Inlet annually
thousands by their wild beauties.
Throughout the whole extent of the
line there is not a mile of dull or unin-
teresting country. Where it does not
skirt the sea, the train plunges through
a jungle of wild growth, or darts across
plains dotted with the finest oaks to be
found on the continent, and climbs the
steep hill sides above Goldstream, till it
reaches a dizzy height above the water
of - Saanich ~ Inlet. "THrough tunnels,
over great canyons, with: their ' spider-
like trestles, round the shores of spark-
ling ‘lakes, past thriving towns, and
budding cities—the . whole gives' the
traveller a comprehensive idea of the

attract,

SCONI? ON THE ESQUIMALT & NA NAIMO RAILWAY,

manifold beauties and Igsources of the
Island of Vancouver. .

The rolling stock of .the line has re-
cently been augmented by the addition
of a number of Pullmap cars, where for
a trifling additional fée, the passenger
may the better enjoy -the beauties of the
road. ‘A transfer bargé, operating be-
tween Ladysmith and Vancouver, brings
unbroken cars across the Gulf from the
0. P.. R.,, and enableuthe E, & N. to
bring these cars into the city over their
lines, Y

The premier of thewprovince, Hon. |
James Dunsmuir, is the principal share- |
holder in the road, of which the general |
superintendent is Jos. Hunter and the
traffic manager, Geo, L. Courtney.

iHOTEL SICKER ON SUMMIT OF MOUNTAIN,

THE LENORA MINE.

ONE OF THE TREASURE ‘HOUSES
OF THE WEST WHICH ENTER-
PRISE HAS OPENED tP.

The traveller on the E. & N. railway,
just before the train, reaches Westholme
station, bound nqrth, passes’ under a
trestle over which a narrow gauge rail-
way is laid.” On each side he can descry
the tracks of the line climbing the hills.
On his right is Mount Richargds, over
which the line works by g..series ot
switchbacks to the Crofton smelter,”on
his left Mount Sicker, towering 1,500 or
1,600 feet above the valley, and holding
in its heart riches which, in the opinjon
of some of the cleverest mining and
smelting men on the continent, exceed
those which when discovered on Red
mountain made a Rossland possible, and
started a boom ‘in British Columbia
mines the ultimate effects of which were
of rather doubtful value to this prov-
ince.

Perhaps because of that boom, and the
reaction which followed, the extemt of
the riches of Mount Sicker did not create
the enthusiasm which it would othewise
have caused. Years ago a fire swept
over the summit of the mountain, burn-
ing off the timber and the moss, - which |
| make prospecting so difficult on this Isl- |
and, *ind disclosing the iron capping un-|
der which the vein was discovered. |

A number of optimistic mining men, |
including Harry Smith, of Duncans,:‘
pinned their ‘faith on® the newly discov-
ered property and finally enlisteq old“
country capital’ in 1t But the original

locator or owner rarely is the ultimate
proprietor, and the Lenora eventually

eame into the hands of Henry Croft, |
M. E. 3

The interesting of Mr. Croft in the
mountain was undoubtedly the most for-
tunate thing that ever happened as far
as the future of the mountain was con-
cerned- In the firee of discouragements
and prophecies of failure, Mr. Croft un-
dertook findncial obligations which would
have pardlyzed the energies of'a less
plucky man, and held unremittingly on
his course until the great value of his
property ‘was demonstrated even to the
most skeptical. . Not content with epen-
ing up ‘his property, he built a narrow
gange,. three foot railway. from..West-
holme to the summit of the mountain,

| enabling him to bring his ores to the E:

‘& N!'for shipment to Tacoma smelter. |

Then, when the Crofton smelter was as-
sured, he carried his railway by a sys-|
tem of switch backs over the summit of
Mount Richards, right down to salt wa-
ter,.and the smelter, - e, |

But this was not-all. Not only did Mr.
Croft spare neither -money  ner energy|
to place the Lenora in the front rank|
of British Columbia mined, but he ex-|
tended the open hand of co-nperation to
every .poor. fellow »who staked on the!

LENORA MINE—SICKER HOTEL

| Nanaimo railway.

bill. In the proprietor of the Lenora
these men found a true friend, always
ready with a word of encouragement,
and sometimes with more substantial
tokens of good-will.

The result to-day is a transformation
over the whole face of the mountain, and
the contigcuous ecountry. A flourishing
amp on the summit of Mount Sicker,
with two large shippers and a host of
smaller proper
gange railyv
tle town on Osborne bay clustering round
the largest and most complete smelting
works in the West—these are but the
forerunners-of an activity in Island “de-
velopment which bodes happily for the
Cuapital City of British Columbia, and

for’ which it is largely indebted to. Mr.
Croft.

The Lenora mine is situated about
614 miles by a farrow gauge railway
from Westholme, on the Esgquimalt &
The. altitude of the
mine above sea level 18 about 1,400 feet
at the terminus of the tailway on the
Lenora property. 5

This property .wa® secured by the
present company in January, 1900, and
with' the exception of about six months

A The

IN DISTANCE,

! have been

i floors which have been opened up.
i-No. 3, ‘whieh is the lowest, a shaft is

| The ore bodies- have been found to be
| as wide as 50 feet,

| proved, and is 24 feet wide in the cross-

i and 14 per

! sorting machinery,

{ pressor.

. be shipped to Tacoma and 250 tons to

{ smelter by 12 miles of minera] road, al=

| way

{ ber and the Chemainus
{ large water supply for electrie or- other

i and Tyee veins were staked has
| yet been opened up, but free gold has
| been found on the surface.
| be long befice this vein is proved by

, those seeking a change of air.

, & twelve mile narrow |
out to the sea, a fine lit- |

i-some 20 villages were

continuously ‘shipped ore to Tacoma and
Everett smelters. About 30,000 tons
already shipped. On the
dump there are at present about 40,000
tons of second class ore, but amongst
this there is a quantity of first class
ore which was put on the dump when
the mine was first opened.

It is estimated there are between two

s

et

| 8nd three years’ ore in sight in the mine;
| so far about 5,000 feet of tunnelling has

been done in addition to the work on the

There are three tunnels, and under the

heing sunk to open up the lower leyels.

8 8 The main ore body
is continuous from the entrance of No.
1 tunnel into the Tyee claim, which Hes
to the east. A large body of high grade
ore belonging to the north vein has been

cut; ore from this body is now being
stoped, and assays as high as $525 to th;
ton have been secured from this body
running $130 in gold, 6968 oz. in silver
cent. copper.

. A new automatic sorting table has
Just been completed which works per-
fect]g. and will save a great deal of the
cost in sorting.the ore. A new 5-drill
Cornish. gempressor with 14-inch steam
cylinder has just been erected, also 100
hnrse-pdwpr boiler; besides this ma-
chinery ‘there is an engine for running
and two 25 horse-
power boilers: also a 2-drill Rand com-
€ The hoist inside the mine is
driven by air; it is intended to work up
lgvn]s below No. 3 as quickly as pos-
sible.

The formation of Mount Sicker is very
easy to work, consisting principally of
schistose.recks. In aheout 14 days the
outpug of the mine will be increased
materfally, 55 about 60 tons per day will

Crofton smelter,
Lenora mine is connected

with  the

ready mentioned, descending for the firsg
six miles 1,400 feet to the E. & N. rail
way track, them climbing Mount Rich-

{ ards to the height of about 600 feet, and

again descending to Crofton,

4 the ter-
minus.

. The latter portion of the rail-
18 run over a series of switch-
backs, the object of building the road

| between this section of country being

that it is of the same mineral formation
as Mount Sicker, carrying veins of cop-

| per ore.

This railway will no doubt be kept

| busy not only with Lenora ore but. with
| that of a number of other mines which
| are being fast opened up.

T 1 The Mount
Sicker camp is well supplied with tim-
river affords a

purposes.
The main vein npon which the Lenors
not

It will not

proper development work,

On Mount Sicker is situated a first-.
class hotel, which is unusnal in the ear]
stages of a mining camp, and with sue
an altitnde of 1,600 feet above sea level,
the change from the sea coast of Vie-
toria to Monut Sicker, within three or
four - hours, ought to be beneficial to
It is
fitted up with the most modern conveni-
ences, and forms a capital hostelry for
those frequenting the mountain.

BURIED BY LANDSLIDE.

Vienna, Sept. 3.—Correspondence ' re-
ceived here from Tiflis, Trans-Caucasia,
Russia,- gives a graphic account of the
disaster” which ‘occurred on’ Atgust 17th,
when, as the result of a landslide, sup-
posed to be from seismic disturbances,
destroyed and

nearly 700 people killed.

On the northern slope of Mount Kas-
bek lies the watering place of Tmnekau.
Early in the morning of August 17th,
subterranean disturbances were noted,
but the bathers in the hot springs had no
idea of a catastrophe;, and in spite of
warning, contimued their bathing. = At
7 o'clock of that evening the entire val-
ley where the hot springs are situafed;
was filled 'with a deafenigg noise, .x8y.
sembling thunder, and loud imdergronmv
rumblings were heard. The valley
stream swelléd to the dimensions. of a
mighty torrent, and sweeping down it
carried with it huge blocks of rock and
ice. Then the bathers tried to escape,
but it was too late, The entire northern
slope of Mount Kasbet, with the glacier
above, began tq move rapidly.

Village after village was swept away,.
and everything in the path of the land-..
slide was de8troyed. . Within a few min- .
utes the valley, which is nearly 12 miles
long, had heen devastated by a wall of
rock, icd and earth. ‘The valley ‘wae
completely filled, in some places fo . =a
depth of nearly 1,000 feet, by the mat-
ter which was hurled into.it, A fieyee
hnrrigane raged at the time of the 'Iand-
‘slide,; and the bodies and animals were
flune’ hy the wind to a great height and
dashbed against the rocks.

i

ITCHING. BURNING, CREEPING,
CRAWLING Skin Diseases relieved In a
few mwinuted by Agnew's Ointment.’ Br.
Agnew’s Ointment relieves instantly, and
cures Tetter, Salt Rheum, Scald Henad,
Bezema, Uleers, Blotches, and all Erup-
tions of the Bkin. It is soothing and&
quieting and acts like magic in all Baby
Humors; ‘Jrritatiemr of the Scalp or Rashes
during teething. time. 35 cents a hox.
Sold by Jackson & Co. and Hall & Co.—T7.

Ictoria.
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