
4fully made the trip to Quebec and was 
hailed with great joy by the citizens of 
that ancient city.

The event was frought with great 
importance to the trade of the country, 
treater by far, probably, than the 
prime mover in its accomplishment 
even dared to imagine. To-day steam
boat travel on the St. Lawreode fa
mous the world over, and people have 
come from all parts of the world to 
make the celebrated trip from Niagara- 
to-the-sea on the palatial boats of the 
Richelieu & Ontario Navigation Com
pany, which is acknowledged to main
tain one of the finest river services in 
the world.

To go into details of how the appli
cation of steam to river navigation rev
olutionized the internal trade of the 
country would rectuire a volume in it
self. Previous to that event traffic be
tween Quebec and Montreal was not 
only costly but slow. Steam linked up 
the two most important places of that 
time in Canada and made such a 
change as was not dreamed of. The 
"ame of Hon. John Molson is clearly 
entitled to a prominent place in Can
aan history in consideration of that 
Sreat event.

ed-steel buckets.
It will thus be seen that four or five 

of the early types could be comfort
ably stowed away in thé big boats 
which are now provided for the grow
ing travel of the St. Lg. whence.

But the difference In the size of the 
boats of the two periods is nothing 
compared With the contrast in accom
modation for the comfort of the travel
ler then and now.

To illustrate this I cannot do better 
than quote a Quebec paper which re
corded the arrival of the old Accommo
dation on her first trip to Quebec from 
Montreal. It says: 
morning at" 8 o’clock, arrived here from 
Montreal, being her first trip, the 
steamboat Accommodation, with ten 
passengers. This is the first vessel of 
the kind that ever appeared in this 
harbor.
with visitants. She left Montreal on 
Wednesday at 2 o’clock, so that her 
passage was 66 hours, 30 of which she 
was at anchor. She arrived at Three 
Rivers in 24 hours. No wind or tide 
can stop her. The price for a passage 
up is $9 and $8 down,, the vfessel sup
plying provisions.

“Thè -great advantage attending a 
vessel so constructed is, that a passage 
may be calculated on to a degree of 
certainty in point of time, which can
not be the ease with any vessel pro
pelled by sail only.”

It Is Different Now.
One can very well imagine the crude 

nature of the berths which would be 
provided on a pioneer vessel of that 
kind under the circumstances, as well 
as the difficulties which would be ex
perienced in catering to the gastronom
ic alJ necessities -of the passengers. For

our narrative, it may be stated 
with all its conveniences, the mode of 
travel introduced by Hon. John Molson, 
was a success for the following 
we find him applying to the Legislature 
of the Province of Quebec “for the ex
clusive right and privilege of construc
ting and navigating a steamboat or 
steamboats within the limits 
Province for a space of fifteen 

In 1812 he built another and larger 
steamer of 130 feet keel and 24 feet 
beam, which made1 her first trip the 
following year, and did splendid ser
vice conveying troops and amunitions 
of war from Quebec to Montreal and 
other points of vantage for Great Brit
ain and Canada during the war be
tween those countries and the United 
States,

that

year

of the 
years.”

“On Saturday

The Swift and Sure. 
The name Of this

She is continually crowded
vessel was Swift- 

sure. The service she gave conduced 
to the failure of the American invasion 
of 1812 and 1813. The launching of this 
vessel is described as a great event, be
ing graced by the presence of the Gov
ernor-General and Lady and suite, 
well as the wealth and beduty oT the 
city, representative of some 300 prom
inent families.Finding of New Route.

When Jacques Cartier sailed up the 
** Lawrence over three hundred years 
“K‘>, the historians tell us that he 
lO'jught he had Sound a new route to 
China. The lapse of time has shown 
liait the famous French sailor Was not 
s° very far wrong in his conjecture, us 
thr river St. Lawrence does now form 
at least an important link in a route to 
1 hina and the Orient.

Mnce that time the great river has 
Played a most important part in the 
history of the North American contl-

Following the Swiftsure, Mr. Molson 
proceeded to carry out his idea of oper
ating a fleet of river steamers, and the 
construction of each one led to im
provements in matter of size and ac
commodation. The Lady Sherbrooke, 
was 170 feet long, 34 feet beam and 10 
feet in dej>th, with a 63 horse-power 
side lever engine.

Up to about 1818 a great many people 
preferred to drive in caleches over 
rough roads between Montreal and 
Quebec, but by that time the service

TYPE OF THE FIRST BOAT, AND HER BUILDER.

room, and by the time-he has break
fasted the probabilities are that the 
steamer will have arrived at her destin
ation.

This by way of contrast, by way of 
showing what an immense change has 
been accomplished in a hundred years. 
One canjioj; help wondering if the 
pioneer -Canadian steamboat owner 
ever dreamed of such a startling con
summation.
' In the old days hardships innumer
able presented themselves in the land 
journey, whilst dangers by day and by 
night stared the hardy voyagers in the 
face when they made their journey be
tween Quebec and Montreal. The heavy 
and swift flowing currents of the river 
made the upward journey very diffi
cult, and many laborous detours had to 
be made to accomplish the journey. 
Now there is never a thought of trouble 
or care. Whether it be for business or 
pleasure the traveller makes the jour
ney, .all is pleasant and serene.
. To go on with the historical side of

erating within the vessel. A mast was 
afterwards fixed in her for the pur
pose of using a sail when the wind was 
favorable for the p\irP°se °f accelerat
ing her headway. Such is a novel but 
brief description of-ffie first St. Law
rence steamboat.

Contrast that with -the -measurements 
and accommodation of the present pa
latial boats which-sightly carry hun
dreds of passengers between Montreal 
and Quebec and vice versa. For this 
purpose it Will be most interesting to 
take the latest addition to the fleet of 
the Richelieu & Ontario Navigation 
Company plying on that small section 
of its famous route. This is the steam
er Montreal, which has the distinction 
of being the largest steamer in exist
ence of Canadian register. She is 340 
feet long, her hull is 44 feet wide, while 
the width over her guards is 75 feet 6 
ihches. Her engines are triple expan
sion, 3,000 horse-power, and she has 
side wheels fitted with feathering curv-

tains of industry of the past century, 
will be indelibly linked as it was he 
who conceived the idea of applying 
steam to boats which then carried on 
the limited transportation on the River 
St. Lawrence between Montreal and 
Quebajj

While Robert
which plied on the Hudson 
couple of years ahead of Mr. Molson’s 
craft, the Canadian centenary is dis
tinguished by the fact that the hull, 
engine and boiler of Mr 
steamer were built entirely in Canada, 
of Canadian aj-odudts, while the en
gines of its Ajjferican predecessor were 
imported fronOSngland.

The “Accommodation” Was the name 
of the Iftdson steamboat, and she was* 
built on the banks of the St. Lawrence 
at Montreal in the summer of 1809, and 
started on her first trip to Quebec on 
November 1st, not an advantageous 
time of the year for an experiment of 
that kind on the St. Lawrence. Never
theless the “Accommodation” success-

Fulton’s steamboat- 
wàs a

Mr Ison’s
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LATEST TYPE OF RICHELIEU & ONTARIO STEAMER.
Inserts are R. Forget, M.P., President, and C. J. Smith, General Manager of the Company.

A Hundred Years of Steam Navigation on
the St. Lawrence.

BY J. MILLER McCONNELL.

the river banks or the tedious passage 
of a batteaux or other sail propelled 
boat so great was the fear of what 
might happen.

Nowadays no one thinks of that at 
all. Going on hoard one of the Riche
lieu boats at the pier in Montreal for a 
trip to Quebec is a pleasurable antici
pation. On a balmy Summer evening 
the passenger can sit out oh a spacious 
deck and enjoy the scenery as the boat 
skims down the current, listening to 
the strains of music from within. 
When twilight blurs the outside at
tractions one can retire to a brilliantly 
lighted saloon where artistic decora
tions greet the eye. Any service ob
tainable in a first-class hotel on land 
is obtainable for the asking, and when 
old friend Morpheus commands, there 
is a comfortable bed at hand to lull to 
rest. After a refreshing sleep the tral- 
veller can descend to a splendid dining-

Of the several centenary celebrations 
of the present year, that of most in
terest to Canadians is the one hun
dredth anniversary oY the introduction 
of travel by steamboat. The birth of 
sUCh famous men as Lincoln, Darwin, 
Gladstone,
Chopin, Fitzgerald, Poe and Holmes 
made the year 1909 of Intense Interest 
to the present generation. The centen
aries of several of these have already 
been fittingly observed, while those of 
others are yet to take place.

It is consequently fitting that a cen
tenary of such importance to the Do
minion of Canada- should receive that 
attention which its importance merits 
and preparations are alregly under way 
at the instance of public bodies which 
will guarantee giving the event that 
historical place which is its due.

In that celebration the name of Hon. 
John Molson. one of Canada’s eap-

nent. Most of the great events con
flicted with the development of Can
ada, were in some way associated with 
the' St. Lawrence and much of the 
early development took place along its 
banks.

The
Mendelssohn,Tennyson,

steamboat 
wihch ushered in such an epoch mark
ing period in the history of Canada, 
was 75 feet long on the keel and 85 feet 
on deck. She had berths for - twenty 
passengers which it was promised 
would be considerably augmented ttic 
following "year. She received her im
pulse from an open, double-spoked, 
perpendicular wheel on each side with
out any circular band or rim. To the 
end of each double-spoke was fixed a 
square board which entered the water, 
and by the rotary motion of the wheels, 
acted like a paddle. The wheels were 
kept in motion by means of steam op-

Accommodation,

had been so greatly improved that the 
steamboats came Into more general fa
vor. More comfortable cabins were pro
vided and the decks were covered with 
canvas awnings, and they secured prac
tically all the through passenger traf
fic.

A few years afterwards attention was 
devoted to the building of powerful tug 
boats so that sailing vessels could be 
towed up the river against the current 
About 1823 such boats as the Waterloo 
and the John Molson of the Molson 
Line; the St. George, the British Amer
ica and the Canada, owned by John 
Torrance & Co., and other boats of im
proved capacity came into service.

It is interesting to note in this con
nection that Mr. H. Markland Molson, 
a great grand-son of the builder of the 
first steamboat, is to-day a director of 
the Richelieu and Ontario company, as 
well as of The Molson Bank, which his 
grand uncles organized in 1853. He 
kindly furnished the ' following Inter
esting historical notes culled from the 
archives of the Molson family, so long 
prominently identified with the history 
of Montreal:

“One of the first steamers that piled 
between Quebec City and Montreal, was 
known as the Car of Commerce, and 
ran in opposition to the Molson fleet 
which consisted of two steamers, one 
which as the Swiftsure. By adding 
a third steamer to his enterprise, Mr. 
Molson scared the owner of the Car of 
Commerce, and he gave up his oppo
sition and dismantled the steamer.

“This steamer, as well as those of Mr. 
Molson, would generally occupy three 
days and nights, having favorable 
weather, between Quebec and Montreal, 
but not,one of them could ascend the 
current (St. Mary's Current, opposite 
Montreal), by their own motive power, 
father up than where the present sug
ar works are carried pn at Hochelaga. 
Mr. Molson was equal to the occasion 
and imported from England a double 
engine, made by"the celebrated firm of 
Boulton and Watt, and built the Swift
sure at his shipyard, then situated on 
the bank of the river, near the present 
Molson’s brewery, but she did not come 
up to the expected requirements in 
mastering the current on all occasions, 
and much depended on the wind.

Oxen as Motive Power.
VSome years ago an old stable might 

be noticed where the present Molson 
terrace stands. This stable contained 
stalls for keeping two or three pairs "of 
oxen. If the wind was blowing down 
the river, and the steamer could be 
recognized below Longue Pointe, the 
oxen were! yoked up and driven to the 
river side, waiting to assist. In addition 
to the oxen there was one horse as
leader.

“The steamer would puff and snort 
until rendered powerless by the strong 
current when the anchor would be 
dropped and a boat would make for the 
shore taking it two tow lines. One 
was attached to the oien whippletrees 
and the other carried tip the embank
ment and twisted around a stationary 
windlass. Steam was then turned on 
and the anchor lifted. Should the 
steamer be very deeply- loaded, the pro- 

the current Was difficult andgress up
slow, and the shipyard being close 
proximity, the hands would be to man 
called Into requisition at times, to haul 

the ropes in the rear of the oxen, 
and the combined power dragged the 
s'teamer forward a few yards when the 
men at the capstan • would twist the 
slack around it. At times It occupied 
hours of such work before the land
ing place was reached.

“This system prevailed up to the year' 
1832. At that period ’wharves did not 
exist; the boats drew Up to th,e shore 
as close as possible and made fast to 
piles temporarily driven in the bank 
of the river."

The first records of accidents to 
steamboats in the St. Lawrence are 
those of the Waterloo and John Bull. 
The former foundered in Lake St. 
Peter and was replaced by the John 
Bull, a fine boat 190 feet long, which 

burned in 1838. It was related of

on

was
the latter boat that she earned more 
money while at anchor than while In 
operation. This arose Out of the fact 
that she burned so much coal that she 

unprofitable, but while at anchor 
often used as the official residence

was 
was
of His Excellency the Governor-Gener
al, Lord Durham.

Traffic on the river continued to grow 
and faster and larger boats were being 
continually built to accommodate the 
trade which was also growing rapidly. 
Some of the new boats were successful 
while others proved rash experiments. 
The Canada which came out in 1837, 
was 240 feet long and was considered 
the largest and fastest steamer then 
afloat in the world. About 1845 several 
famous boats were built, one of the 
most notable being the John Munn. She 
was 400 feet in length and her boilers 
were on either guard, .as the fashion 
was then, with a large walking beam 
in th<? centre. Unfortunately she prov
ed too large for the trade and was 
eventually broken up and her engines 
■shipped to New York.

The third' steamboat accident of 
which there is âïecord, was that of the 
Montreal, which was lost in a snow 
storm near Batigcan in November, 1853.

First iron Steamers.
The first iron steamers came into 

use on the St. Lawrence about 1843, the 
pioneers of that ctdss being the Prince 
Albert and Iron Duke, which were used 
as ferry boats between Montreal on 
the one side, ahd St. Lambert and La- 
prairie on the south shore. This was 
long before the Victoria Bridge was 
built and passengers from the south 
by the Champlain and St. Lawrence 
railway were landed on the south side 
and were conveyed across the river by 
these steamers. These boats were built 
in Scotland and brought out ipr sec
tions, being put togther in Montreal.

The year 1845 saw the advent of the 
Richelieu Steamboat company, which 
was destined to play an important part 
in St. Lawrence navigation in after 
years, much larger than the originators 
of the service ever dreamed. From the 
modest beginning of running some 
market boats to Sorel to enable farmers 
to market their produce in Montreal, 
the company has by steady growth 
and amalgamation with other compan
ies, developed into one with assests ex- 
deeding $4,000,000 to its credit and oper
ating steahiers of all sizes, through 
and local, from Letkex Ontario to the 
Gulf of St. Lawrence.

The company did not accomplish all 
that in a short time ?r without partici
pating in a great struggle, and the 
early years of its participation in the 
river traffic, were among the most 
memorable, and exciting of the history 
of St. Lawrence steamboat navigation.

It was in 1856 that the Richelieu 
company put steamers on the line be
tween Montreal and Quebec, the pio
neers being two small boats called the 
Napoleon and Victoria. With the Mol
son and Torrance boats this made 
three lines on the same route, and a 
little later on Tate Brothers put on two 
boats forming the forth line.

Naturally there was keen competition 
which in due course developed into a 
great rate war when passengers were 
carried for nothing or next door to it. 
It is related that the steerage passage 
was down to 12^4 cents, while the first 
cabin fare was reduced to $1.00 which 
included berths and meals.

There was a good deal of racing done 
by the boats of the different lines to 
get the credit of landing passengers 
ahead of the others, and there was 
much excitement among all those con
cerned in the business. How long the 
ruinous competition would have lasted 
it tvould be difficult to tell had it not 
been for the steamer Montreal disas
ter in June, 1857.

End Of Ruinous Competition.
This event brought the competing 

lines to their sober senses. The bulk 
of the passenger business fell to the 
Richelieu company which continued 
to do a lucrative business, and in those 
days the shareholders got as high as 
15 to 20 per cent dividends.

The next development of importance 
was the amalgamation of the Richelieu 
company with the Canadian Steam 
Navigation company (the old Upper 
Canada line) under the present name 
of the Richelieu an^ Ontario Naviga
tion company, which is now admitted 
to be one of the largest enterprises of 
the kind in America, if not in the world. 
The paidup capital has increased in 
the past ten years from $1,360,000 to $3, 
132,000 at the present time. The steam
ers, real estate, buildings, docks, 
wharves, etc., are valued alone at $4, 
114.661. ,

In order to encourage a wealthy class 
of tourist traffic, the company have 
built splendid Summer hotels at Mur
ray Bay and Tadouskc, where the most 
exacting tastes may be satisfied.

The gross earnings of the company 
between $1,3QO,000 and $1,500,now run

service been for many years past, that 
the company has been left in practical
ly undisturbed, possession of the field, 
which it is safe to assume., would not 
be the case if there was any dissatis
faction with the manner in which the 

catered to the requirementscompany 
of the general public.

The fine steamers operated have 
made world-famous the trip through 
the Thousand Islands, the running of 
the St. Lawrence Rapids, and the sce
nic trip of the Lower St. Lawrence, ter
minating with the run up the Sague
nay river.

The immense improvement hi the 
lighting and buoying of the St. Law- 

in recent years has made therence
trips of the river steamers virtually de
void of danger and accidents of other 
than a trifling nature are practically 
unknown now. Gas buoys keep up their 
flashes all night long, and would be 
alone sufficient to guide an almost un
practised steersman, but shore lights 
also give a helping hand so that ocean 
going steamèrs are now constantly run
ning throughout the night, whereas a 
few years ago they anchored at dusk 
and remained SO Until daylight. No 
doubt thé fame of the wonderful river 
St. Lawrence will continue to spread, 
and tourists from all parts of the world 
will enjoy its beauties.

WILL NOT BUY 
RIVAL STEAMERS

CAPTAIN TROUP DENIES 
INTENTION OF DOING SO

Negotiations Rendnig for Set
tlement of Rate War on 

Seattle Route-

Captain Troup, superintendent Of the 
C. P. R. coast steamships, returned on 
Friday on the Princess Victoria af
ter paying a visit to St. Paul on busi
ness connected with the company. He 
denied absolutely that there was any 
intention on the part of the C.P.R to 
purchase the International Company’s 
steamers Chippewa and Iroquois. He 
said that there had been no negotia
tions looking to that end.

There were negotiations going on, 
however, with the purpose of restoring 
the rates which were formerly in force 
on the Seattle-Victoria run. These had 
already been partially restored and the 
matter was still being discussed with a 
view of ending the rate war.

The Captain has been in St. Paul 
partly for the purpose of taking up 
this matter with officials of the com
pany and partly, on other business. It 
is understood that the International 
Company’s representative was present, 
although Captain Troup would not say
so.

The Captain wished it distinctly un
derstood that nothing was yet settled. 
The fight between the tWq companies 
was over the matter of schedule and 
this was still Under discussion.

BOY DISAPPEARS",

Efforts to Find San Francisco Lad 
Prove Unsuccessful.

San Francisco, Cal., May 8.—The dis- 
of 9-year-old Johnnyappearance 

Keefe from his home at 201 Maple stréét 
last Wednesday afternoon is enshroud
ed in mystery. No trace of the little 
fellow has been found by searchers who 
have been scouring the city since late 
Wednesday night, and it is feared some 
evil' has befallen him.

Stories of kidnapping have been so 
frequent recently that the child’s par
ents are frantic and the police were 
called upon to-day to assist in the 
search. The boy left hôme shortly be
fore boon Wednesday, 
supposed that he was playing with the 
boys in the neighborhood, but grew 
alarmed when he did not return at six 
o’clock. Going in search of the boy, 
she learned from his playmates that 
he had started for home some time be- I fore. The boy’s mother is on the verge 

1 of nervous nroStratioh.

His mother
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Spring BeautyA
YJTERE’S ONE OF OUR favorite 
-A A Spring Suits. There’s genuine style in its

new models in

every stitch.
Just note the full chested effect of the coat—the 

snug, close-fitting collar, with slightly rolled, liberal 
lapels—the natty clean cut hang of the trousers.

It’s a very popular Spring style and the correct 
thing.

*~ Remember that it’s always safe to buy here for our 
permanent guarantee, that goes without the saying, 
is *“Money back if you want it.”

ALLEN & CO,

IFTlfe
VICTORIA, B. 0,1201 GOVERNMENT ST.

\

BRIEF LOCALS. —James A. Wood, director of ex
ploration in connection With the A.>Y.- 
P. exposition, has written J. E. Smart, 
secretary of the Victoria Bay celebra
tion committee, announcing that he has 
completed ajl arrangements for an ex
position firework feature in the diSjtiây 
to take place on the night of Màÿ 24th 
at Beacon Hill. It is stated by Mr. 
Wood that the exhibition will be first- 
class,. being both a splendid attraction 
as well as an admirable advertising 
medium for the Seattle fair.

—Building permits were issued on 
Thursday to S. G. Featherstone 
for a three-roomed house on Seaview 
streqt to cost $350; to J. Wells for a 
three-roomed house on Hillside avenue 
to cost $250 and to A. F. Preston for a 
four-roomed house on Maple street to 
cost $1,600.

(

■o-
—A local syndicate have purchased 

that piece of land on Yates street be
tween the Merchants Bank and the 
Sylvester Feed company and on which 
they will erect a brick building at once. 
Thé price paid is in the neighbor
hood of $20,000. P. ft. Brown Ltd., ne
gotiated the sale.

—The death occurred on Friday at 
the< St. Joseph’s hospital of Isabella 
Fraser Knight, beloved wife of Oliver 
Janies fCnight. Deceased was a native 
of Cromarty, Scotland, and was 25 
years of age. She has been a resident 
of this City for the past ten years and 
was belbved hy all Who knew her. She 
leaves to mourh heh loss a husband and 
a young soil, a mother, who lines in 
Crorharty, two sisters afid one brother 
in Sàh Fratieisco and ofie sister and 
one brother,in Vancouver.

THE ILLS OF CHILDHOOD 
HOW TO CURE THEM

In thousands of homes throughout 
Canada Baby’s Own Tablets ate the 
only medicine used when the children 

ailing, and the mother who keepsare
this medicine on hand may feel as 
safe as though there was a doctor con
stantly In 
Tablets cure all stomach and bowel 

break up colds, destroy 
and make teething easy. Guar-

the home. Baby’s Own

troubles,
worms
an teed free from opiates and poisonous 

Mrs. Geo. Wilson, Wilson’s, N.drugs.
B., says: “I began using Baby’s Own 
Tablets about five years ago, and since 
then have used no other medicine for 
my children. They never fail to bring 
relief, and I would advise all mothers 
to try them.” Sold by medicine dealers 
or by mail at 25 cents a box from The 
Dr. Williams’ Medicine Co., Brockvllie, 
Ont.

It is said that the Queen of Italy pos- 
the most beautiful ahd valuablesesses

handkerchief in the world. It is an ex
ample of the earliest Venetian point lace, 
dating towards the end of the fifteenth 
century. The handkerchief is in almost 
a perfect state of preservation, and IS 
valued at £4,00». <

Finch & Finch’s
High-Class

Clothing

Continues

'V

Finch & Finch
1107 GOVERNMENT ST.

Our Name Behind Our Clothing I« an 
Important Asset, It’s Your Protection. 
Our Name Behind Our Furnishings lb 

Worth a Good Deal to You.

This Week
\

The new shades for Spring are Greys, Olive mixtures 
and Browns, in a variety of patterns.

These suits were drafted, cut and tailored by the best 
talent money could secure, but still they are moderately 
priced.

$16.50, $25 TO $35

1 Ï

111

IÆ
j

m
rÆ

*
h

! r

Æ

m
4

' i 
-t

iP
",

 ^ ll!
m

at
hw

*(A

\

I. 
if 

1
iK

pi
 4 

i
i U

h
M

H
 \W

- T 0
 £

V
r

*

/l. ’ll

'1

<

O

y

H
in

ii'
W

itH

V

v

1
.•I

«

■ti

i'i
t

-


