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TORONTO CANA

A Rambler s Review

m EVENTS OCAST THEIR
mowlmonrm

"A Mmm Problem,
One of the most serious of the prob-
lems that confronts Canada, as well as
Britaln, after the war is the question

of the demobilization of war factories.-

The demobilization of the armies will
in itself be a complicated affair involv-
ing & heavy strsin on the country, but
it will be more easy of aecomplish-
ment if arrangements have been per-
fected for the demobilization of all the
military allied industries and their ad-
justment to peace conditions.

Already far-sceing manufacturers are
urging on the British Government the
nocessity of ipsuring the country
against violent slumps after the war.
A writer in the trade supplement of

: h. London Times points out that when
,m comes there will’ be an enormous

_of riw materials and goods on

@ Government. He suggests

Ay temptation to economize by
ng contracts and offering com-
: M be resisted, otherwise

eles will be dhurded at the end of
the war, The makers of these, desirous
of preventing a slump on the market,
propose to take over their own ma-
chines at a valuation and repair them
for #ale to the public. Any violent
ostillation of the sharkets after the
war should be guarded against, but as
the manufacturers of war supplies have
reaped a rich harvest it should be made
difficult for them to deprive the general
public of the legitimate bargains and
fall in prices that peace must inevit-
ably bring.
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AS SEEN FROM THE LABOR BENCHES
AT WESTMINSTER
(By J. R. Macdonald)

Carson’s Capitalist contingent is
angry—very angry. The British Capi-

 falist Combine which, since the Ger-

mans have been cleared out of Nigeria,

_ has reduced the price paid to the poor
megroes for palm kernels by £4 per ton
{from £14 to £10) and st the same time

has Jiape& the price to the British
1s6d by about £10 per ton, is rag-

: h‘m& because the Government it not

fo

going to hand ovér the ex-German pro-
m to the Ganhine at the Combine’s

m Gavermont is uctully ““unpa-
'-bwn” anowh to allow neutrals to

‘ witililbid for the property. -

‘ the chmmt ‘were mot itself

the properties to the highest bidder in
accordanve with. the best antiSocialist

advico they could get. Now, selling to.

the highest bidder mesbs that th-

Combing will be compelled to pay a

market price for the properties, and

sir hed sad his d‘riends were in a tear-
ing rage.
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8ir Heury Drayton, Chairman of the
Bodrd of Railway Commissioners of
Canada, giving evidence before the Do:
minion Royal Commission, ‘has recom-
mended the establishment of an -inter-
Imperial transportation service to be
conducted by the Imperial Government.
He suggests further that for five years
after the end of the war the ships now
requisitioned Tor the transportation of
war supplies should be used for that
purpose, and that maximum rates for
ocean freights should be fixed.
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Anybody who still fears that the
Kaiser is coming over here to impose
Prussianism on us, has a curious men-
tal make-up. Berlin Bill is hardly the
sort of man to spend time and money
(not to speak of cannon-fodder) in
carrying coals to Newecastle, and if the
job has been properly done already,
Bill is not the boy to wasfte himself
trying to do it again. Here is a list
of questions being put by detectives to
‘‘a number of respectable citizens of

‘Birmingham’’ (see Manchester Guard-

ian Nov. 9, 1916):

1. Are you now or have yon been
connected with (a) the No-Consecription
Fellowship; (b) the National Council
Against Con:cripﬁon, (o) the Union of
Democratic Control, or dny of them,

_or with any other society or body
publishing matter d&roeud ‘against con-

seription or recruiting or the upkeep of

- military forces,;nd,i! n,in what
capacity?
zmveyououppnadmmcyh

societies, :

{

the war either direetly or indirectly?

4. You are reguired to produce for
inspeetion your cheque and bank pass
booke and to answer any questions in
regard. to any item.

5. Have you done anything to pre-
vent or attempt to prevent the ecircula-
tion of literature as to comscientious
objection emongst ‘persous other ‘than
accredited members of the roiety of
Friends or Christadelphiang or other
bodies holding religious objections- to
bearing arms, or have you permitted
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6. What assistance have you given or
are you giving to any person Or per.
sons in regard to the circulation of li-
terature. which has been the subject of
convictions in different parts of Eng-
land under the Defence of the Realm
Regulations?

7. Have you been present at or asso-
¢iated with or have you assisted with
money or otherwise the holding of
meetings in public or private at which
speeches have been made against con-
scription or recrmiting or the upkeep
of the military forces?

8. Have you now or have you had
on your premises or under your ecou-
trol any literature directed against con-
seription or reecruiting or. the upkeep
of military forces or the prosecution of
the war, and if you now have any such
literature you are required to produce it.

9. In regard to the Societies mention-
ed in Question 1, have you seen any
draft or proof of the publications of
thoge societies before their dissemina-

. tion, or have you asked to see such
drafts or proofs?

10. After eonvictions ‘have ‘taken
pla¢e in regard to the publication is-
dgued by the above societies, or any of
themr, have you withdrawn your sup-
port from the society in question .or
taken any steps to prevent further
dissemination of the literature in ques-
tion?
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The country is going to the dogs. The
Patriots have quarrelled. The Right

A-s\ntu. Bir Alfrol,mtx Mond hu voted

the gloves off to Sir Edward
Thid is wome of the :

whieh flashed through the M—
r. Bonar Law—Nob

ter thm my right hon, fzmd mm el

resolution as it stands’ is absclutely:

futile; TN
Sir Edward Camn {pr

face and looking thunde

know that at all, =
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Mr, 'B. L~My right hon, friend in-
dulged in a good deal of rhetome, . .
I do not admire rhetoric.

Bir E, C. loocks hang-you!—I’l-pay:
you-out kind of style.

Mr. B. L.~If the .French Govern-
ment had protested; ‘‘no one wonld
have been loudér in his condemnation
than my right hon. friend.”’

8ir E. C.—Absolutely untrue!

» » »

Bir E. C.~—Not at all. Nonsense!

Mr. B, Li—My right hon, friend is
not very polite, . . . On this ques-
tion I am as little likely to talk mons
sense as he is.

And so on.

The pother was about sales of lnd. :
property, and trade marks in Nigeria,
and there ds a story and a moral
tached to them. Sir Edward (
aud his friends, like Sir H. Dala

_wanted to keep every
born The

mittes. of interested pemm,'wlﬁ
exception of an official and &n

was appointed, and it recom

that an export duty of two punds
ton should be imposed on these :
but that the duty should be rolnmhl
on .hose sent to Great Britain.

* i *

I and one or ‘two others objected
that that was a scheme to exploit Ni
geria in ‘the interests of a fow Liver-
pool merchants, that it meant robbing
the native, that a ring would be formed
to end competition and keep ‘down
prices. We were lectured in the best
Presbyterian-elder style by Mr. Steele

Maitland, and Mr. Bonar Law used § = =

stolen letter to confund us. That was
the first act of the comedy.

* * *

Now, Mr. Steele Maitland bhas come
round and has rehashed our old speech-
es. Binee the combine of merchants
was formed after the war, he told us
that the price of palm kernels puid te
the natives had gone down, whilst thetr
price in Livenpool had gone up;
whereas before the war the differénce
in price per ton between Lagos sad
Liverpool was £4 to £5, since then it
has been as much as £14, The fri
of the combine said freights hat
Yos, but ‘/not s w "




