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YOU HAVE NOTHING

T0- LOOSE BUT
CHAINS, AND A
WORLD T0 GAIN. -

b
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This was announced the same morn-
ing that the news arriwved that the U.
S. Government had taken over all
the railroads of that country to be
operated in the interests of the people
for the duration of the war.

This generous action on the part of
the Union Government towards the
railroad monopolies of Canada, goes
very far towards explaining where all
the money came from that was so
iavishly spent during the late politi-
cal campaign. It is estimated that this
little transaction will put K between
thirty dand forty million dollars into

of the the stockings of the Canadian rail-
y Czar's road companies during the coming
th- their yvear. In plain words, this means that
en Rus- these greedy corporations are given
nger -be Ve the privilege to add about four dollars
ing &39/7’ 4 a year to the living expenses of every

There man, woman and child of the Dominion

Russian 3 - of.Canada. . The railroads

sxample, ’ incirease ou the freight charges. The
on the ': manufacturers add this to the price
the part of their goods to the wholesalers, the
e claims wholesalers will pass the buck to the
with the retailers, who will in turn pass it on-to
aim. Ac- you and your children.
iki have What's the use of grumbling? If
an ‘his- you voted for the Union Government
olete by at the late election that is exactly
volution. what you voted for. You voted the
ted with public ‘powers into the hands of a
xpected. little group of bankers, railroad mag-
ion only nates and manufacturers, that the
ies have newspapers persuaded you to believe
indicated had only one interest in securing this
or have power, namely, “to give aislﬂ;tance to
isians in the hoys af the front.”
re demo- This forty million steal is only the
erish. beginning. Just keep your eyes peeled
for further raids by the “Union Gov-
ernment,” They are united all right.
- able to Don’t make any mistake about that.
. a price If it were not for fear of the censor
ist’s pro- and the example of -Comrade Bain-

bridge now. languishing for . nine
months at the Industrial Farm, we
would like to get out a pamphlet in-
forming you of “the price you are
paying and will continue to. pay for

REYOLUTION.
No revolution éver arises above the
“intellectual leveé] of those who make
P it, and little is gained when one false
3 notion supplants another. But we
must some day, at once and for ever,
Cross t,he line between nonsense and
common sense, and on that day we
shall pass from class paternalism,
originally derived from fetish fiction
in days of universal ignorance, to hu-
man brotherhood, in agcordance with
theum'eottmnaandourﬁwms

B Lhe.
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Unionist Government

Hands :

Railroad Magnates Thirty Million

Christmas Present.

‘Union Government.’ However, you
will probably be able to figure it out
for yourselves and the writer will
play safety first, as he has no desire
to be a martyr.

The following yowl from the Winni-
peg Board of Trade the next day after
the announcement of the freight in-
crease, puts the situation in a nut-
shell. In a protest to the Dominion
Cabinet the secretary of that organiza-
tion says: “If the decision is allowed
to stand, the public will be compelled
to pay from $30,000,000 to $40,000,000
per annum more to the railroads. The
Winnipeg Board,” he says, “ is pro-
testing against the aeétion direct to
Premier Borden and Mr. Rowell.” No
doubt the Board’s protest will receive
the Government's ‘‘serious considera-
tion,” but you Mutts that work on the
farms and in the forests, factories and
on the railroads,will have to dig a

" Hfitic Narder and skimp a THFTe oYBREr "

to pay your share of the railroad’s
Christmas box. x
CANADIAN "%()(‘IALI.S’I‘Q’ NEWS
ITEMS.

The Socialist vote in the recent
election nowhere developed strength
enough to succeed in landing one -of
our representatives in the Dominion
Parliament. The reports, however,
1ha'.t have arrived at the Forward Of-
fice make a very good showing in
the districts we contested.

Toronto.

Comrade John W. Bruce, who con-
tested the seat in West Toronto, where
there was a three-cornered fight be-
tween Liebral, Conservative (so-called
Unionists) and Socialist, polled 2,204
votes. The comrades in West Toronto
put up a splendid campaign in hall
meetihgs, literature distribution and
house to house canvass. The vote, as
encouraging as it was, did not come
up to erpectations engendered by the
enthusiasm of the campaign.-However,
now that the smoke: of battle has
cleared away, and considering the
fact that there were two other candi-
da‘es to coral all the satisfied and
dissatisfied voters, the Socialists con-

-sider they made a good showing, and

are now busy organizing their forces
to capture a Toronto seat in the
Provincial Legislature at the coming
election. &
S Guelph.

Comrade Lorne Cunmningham, who
contes'ed the South Wellington seat,
received 2,205 votes in a straight fight
between himself and-the hodge-podge
labelled Unionist. The
Guelph comrades put up a nnlendtd
fight and have written to headquarters
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campaign for new members. The
Guelph comrades are a live bunch and
will no doubt take advantage of every
breeze that is pushing the ship to-
wards the port of the co-operative
commonwealth.

Kitchener,

Comrade Mervin Smith carried the
standard for the Socialists in the rid-
ing of North Waterloo in a three-
cornered fight between a hodge-podge
Liberal and straight out-and-out
Socialist. The Liberal suceeded in
winning the seat, but the Saocialist
put up a good educational campaign
and sudceeded, in spite of all ob-
stacles, in polling over 200 votes
threughout the riding.

Winnipeg.

A "letter  from comrade Rigg, who
contested one of the Winnipeg seats,
has arrived just as the  Forward goes
to press, from which we copy the
following extract. He does not pro-
vide us with the figures of the Social-
ist vote:

I suppose you will have noticed
that the forces of reaction were just
as competent here as anywhere else
in the ielection on Monday. When
you write please let me know how
comrade Bainbridge is
along.

These are certainly dark days for
the lovers of democracy and free-
dom. What the ultimate outcome
of the whole gituation is going to
‘e is- hard - to determiime:- ¥t looks
as though you can fool the people
all the time. I suppose, however,
that it is always darkest before the
dawn and we may yet live to see
the light of day break on this civili-
zation of ours,

Fraternally yeurs,

R. A. RIGG.
Saskatchewan,
Comrade Geo. Stirling will begin his
Sask tour the first of the New Year.
All comrades desiring meetings write
Fred G. Wetzel, Prov, Sec’y., for meet-
ing dates-at once.

Hamilton,

Comrade Alexander of Lhe‘}-IMn
Local reports that the Socialists of
that city are continuing their educa-
tional meetings .and régular: Sunday
afternoon lecture at the Bricklayers’
Hall, since being refused further use
of the L.O.O.F. Temple, where the
meetings were becoming a huge suc-
cess. For some unknown reason the
1.0.0.F. authorities ‘refused the So-
cialists the further use of that build-
ing. ‘He said-that the committee were
invlined at first to blame the Ham-
ilton police, but that the Chief and
Deputy Chief solemnly-denied all res-
ponsibility for the police demonstra-
{ion made ;at the hail the Sunday be-
fore election.- The last meeting held
in the' 1.O,0.F. Hall was _filled -to ca-
pacity to hear Comrade A W. Mance’s
illustrated lecture entitled “The Econ-
omic, Geographical and Political
Background of the War. #  The Ham-
ilion lectures wﬂl be continued from
week to week in the Brlcklp,ym Hall

getting

_until further "notice. The Hamilton

eomudg have just Mkﬂom)

"~ fered for sale were so artistically ar- -

{

_Red Plag and Auld Lang Syne.

a great success, considering the eir-
cumstances of the time in’ which it
was held.  The booths were beautifully
decordéted and the many articles of-

ranged that one would have imagined
that the women had secured the co-
operation of one of Catteli's expert
window dressers to assist in their
hanging. The booths, one and all,
proved highly successful from a fin-
ancial standpoint. When the moment
arrived for the Grand Finale, comrade
Brown acted as auétioneer and passed 3
out a few final bargains as the clock
hands were pointing to 12, His only
rivals in business to the last minute
were Mr. Loeb and Mrs. Mance, who
were still spinning their prize wheel
and handing out articles to the hold-
ers of the “lucky number.”

Bruce Campaign Committee Celebrates

Nearly one hundred members of
the Social Democratic Party of Can-
ada, who were active in the Bruce
campaign in West . Toronte, celebrated
that event by a Dinner and social
evening given in the rooms of the
Peacock Inn, Wednesday evening, Dec-
ember the 26t6h, Short addresses
were delivered by H. Perkins, who
acted as chairman, and H. Pettitt, A
W. Mance, A. W. Roebuck and eomrade
Cohen. The speakers dwelt upon the
experience gained in the recent cam-
paign and the outlook for the future
of ;Socialism, both from a-locdl and
world - standpoint. Special reference
was made to the rapid growth of the
principles of Socialism in Russia,
France, Italy and England. A vacant
chair was placed at the table in loving
remembrance of  Isaac Bainbridge,
Dominion Secretary of the Party and
Editor of the Canadian Forward, who
is at present undergoing nine months
imprisonment for attemptihg to tell
the people of Canada the” Price They
Pay” for the glories of war. After
the dinner and speech making the
guests retired to the music room,
where music. dancing and general s
social conversation was ‘the .order :
until 12 o’clock arrivéd. One and all
who had the pleasure of being present
at this unique celebration voted un- ~
animously that it was a huge success. - =
The evening closed by singing the s

THE BAINBRIDGE CASE.

Just -as the last copy of this.ssue
of the Forward Boes to press, the
attorney who is in charge of comrade
Bainbridge’s case phones the ndwg
that the Second Division of the Appel-
late Court has “granted ‘an appeal i
the Bainbridge Casé” by a vote of four
to ‘one in favor of granting the rltht'
of appeal.  Application to the Domin-
ion Attor ney-Geneul to  grant ‘nﬂ
providing the hearing wﬂl ‘bé made
at onoe This means mt




