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River, near Sherbrooke. This is known to al-
most every man, woman and child in the neigh-
borhood, and it seems that the fishway there is
insufficient, and that the fish are captured with
ease while attempting to ascend the dam. Such
things happening in one of .the few strdams that
the Salmon yet frequent, augurs ill for the suc.
cess of such experiments as have been recom.
mended.

They have also to report that Lake Mem-
phremagog was given over in toto to the torch
and spear last fall. During the preceding year
some good was done by the presence and exer-
tions of Mr, Nettle, the Superintendent of Fish.
eries; but during last Oct. every lunge found
on the spawning grounds, became sport ard
profit to the barbarians of the spear. Many of
the respectable, among the inhabitants on its
shores, deeply regret this, and would do all in
their power to prevent it, short of running the
risk of having their houses and barns burned by
the vagabonds who follow this nefarious trade,
and who do not hesitate to threaten this as the
result of taking any steps against them. It
would be well did the law provide for the taking
of the most notorious of such depredators to some
distance, say to Sherbrooke, for trial; and your
Committee would strongly reeommend to their
successors to urge upon the Crown Lands De-
partment the necessity of sending to that local-
ity a force of three or four special constables
during the next spawning season, The laws are
openly defied there, the local authorities quite
inadequate, and the preservation of the Bl ck
T'rout or Lunge, in that noble Lake, is well worth
the small expense it would entail on the Gov-
ernment,

With regard to general sporting interests
during the past year, your Committee would
observe that game of nearly all kinds has been
somewhat more plentiful. Ducks of the differ~
ent varieties were numerous. The Partridge,
or Canada Grouse, appear to be increasing in
number, the destruction by snaring seems to
have been somewhat lessened of late Years, and
if the amendment to the Bill, asked  for, were
passed, and snared game could be seized in the
market, there is no doubt that this practice
would soon cease, and this fine bird become ex-
ceedingly abundant,

Enipe have visited us in great numbers durin
the past year, and woodcock were very abundant
during the breeding season ; about the beginning
of August, however, and earlier than usual, they
took their accustomed flight to parts unknown,
and did not return in September in numbers,
by any means, as large as usual,

eer appear to have been abundant, especi-
ally in Canada West, but the Committee is cred-
iby informed that great numbers were wantonly
slaughtered last spring, in the vicinity of Ottawa,
at a time when neither carcase nor hide is of any
value, The angler has had less reason to con-
gratulate bimself, There can be no doubt but




