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Hydro Independence
One of the weaknesses of all’ govern-
. ments is that they will not listen to

independent or outside opinion,  The
result is that they only hear interested
views from those who for their own
ends (flatter and cajole. They lose
touch with public opinfon in general
and by and by find themselves in . a
minority at the polls. It was utterly
fupossible to convince the late Sir
-George Ross, when he was approach-
ing the election in 1905, that he was on
the brink of defeat, He would listen
to no cne but the party hacks and
these who intended tc get something
out of thelr party connection, Those
on the outside of the gama saw plainly
enough what was coming ‘but they
were not heeded, The reforms that
were needed were turned down, - The
weaknesses that were pointed out
were regarded as features of strength,
There was no real knowledge what the
people in general desired. The inevit~
@able arrived on schedule time,

We do not mean to say that the
Hearst Government s in anything
like as bad a state as the Ross Gov-
ernment was, but it is headed in that
direction. It listens to -its party
friends, and rarely takes heed ¢f what
the outsiders have to say, It seems
80 easy to do what the people want to
have done, that the wonder always is
that a government should not do it.

There is no mystery about the
strength of the Ontario Government,
It rests on the platform -which BSir
James Whitney bullt up, and the
strongest plank in it is the hydro-el-
ectric policy, If the governments
would only continue the poliey which
8ir James inaugurated, continue the
application of the prineiples he work~
ed on, there would be no difficulty
ahead of the party for years to come.
But instead of devising new means of
applying these great principles, the
government has arrived at the stage of
considering how the great power that
the previous application of these prin-
ciples has given it, can now be used to
socure advantages for those whom the
party fawors or whom the' -party is
compelled to favor,

Hon, Mr, McGarry made a strong de-
fence in the legislature against the
charge that he had no interest in the
hydro-electric system, This 1s not
the real charge, Of course the gov~
ernment is intérested in the hydro
system, The ministers would be al-
together foolish apd incompetent if
they were not, It is another charge
that is not repelled but which is.0f
much  more {importance, that the
people of Ontario are considering, .If
the government shows that the charge
is ungrounded, the people will say
nothing, but if it turns out that the
charge is a true nne, then the govern-
ment will find :itwelf losing support,
and facing the inevitable..

The real charge against the govern-
ment is that of robbing the hydro of
its independence and secking to bring
#t under political control, 1t is impos-
sible with the legislation in view, to
say that this charge is not without
foundation, Hdd a Liberal government
moved 1o legisiate #imlilarly, a Conserv-
atlve opposition would have rended
the skies with denunciation, What is
bad for one is bad for the other, To
the independent voter: all politicians
look alike,

The +municipalities have loved and
devoted themselves to the\hydro sys-
tem because it is their own. construc-
ted with their own money, depending
on thelr own credit, chargeable to
them should it fail, The legislation

tion of the hydro, the people will pre-
fer Sir Adam and independence, for the
very good reason that whether 'they
love Sif Adam or not they are deter-
niined that the independence of the
hydro shall be preserved.
According to Mr, McGarry none of
us who disagree with him know any-
‘thing about the matter, It he thinks

he may have overlooked some things
of importance when he set about
locuutlu for the municipalities’ in-
vntmnu in hydro power,

The Enlistment Crisis

That the crisis in Great Britain over
the proposal, or the necessity for the
proposal, for compulsory enlistment, is
a serjous one, nobody can deny. Wnen
papers 80 opposite in views as The
Times, The Post, The Mail and The
Manchester Guardian are agreed upon
the issue, there is no nmng away
from the seriousness, {

The pressure upon the government
comes from the military authorities.
They need more men. They - know
fiow idle it 18 to begin an attack on
the scale which the present war
demands without adequate reserves to
follow up every advantage and to be
prepared for any poasible emergency,
The big advance which has been so
long anticipated ednnot in the nature |
of things be compared with any of the
actions which have taken place here~
before, It must of necessity be a far
bigger and more effective thing than
the Germans laupched against Verdun.

It must be clear, however, that to
outrival Verdun the British forces must
be of gigantic- strength, with corre-
sponding reserves, It is evident that
the British command does not feel
equal to the task before it with the
forces now in hand, Hence the de-
mand for more troops, and if they are
unavallable by voluntary means, then
there must be taken- the steps which
will provide a remedy,

The people who object to this view
of things cannot be thought to under-
stand the condition of affairs, or if
they do, they must be careless of the
fate of the nation to which they be-
long. There.is no escape from these
alternatives, Already we hear the
mutterings of those who care nothing
for the empire as long as they get
what they want for their private needs.
They may boast that one government
is as good as another, but this will do
them little good should they ever, on
account of their own poltroonery. fall
under the rule of alien enemies, They
will not be asked whether they were
peace or war men, They would re-
ceive the treatment which ruthless
enemies mete out to hated foes.

Meanwhile the cabinet crisis in
Great Britain is attracting attention,
Premier- Asquith has the confidence
of all the moderates, and a good many
of the extremists, and will no doubt
find a way out of the situation,  He
is said to be opposed to any compul-
sory form, of eervice, and there are
strofig-grounds for his attitude, Many
defenders of the voluntary system de-
clare that more men are obtainable in
this way than by compulsion, or that
if more could be obtalned they would
be so comparatively few in mnumber
and worthless in morale that they
would, not be worth the cost of the
struggle and and the creation of {ll-
feeling whieh' compulsion would
bring.

Tho outburst of Clemenceau in
France may be ignored, as he has fre-
quently of late been striving for sen-
sation., - The British nation has done
much more in"a military way than was
ever expected of it, ' No one two
years. ago would have believed that
Great Britain would have two and a
halt million of men in France at this
time, and yet this miracle has been
accomplished. Other miracles have
been wroughtt and . there are still
some to come. We do not think that
the British people will fail to solve
the problem of getting every avafl-
able man into khaki without bring-
ing about & revolution. There still
are leaders, and there still is loyailty.

Influential Mr. Houston

It will scarcely be rogarded as credit-.

of the government, whatever may be | ==

sald, is dan attack upon that independ-
ence, It leads in due course to the
politicalization of the system, which
hitherto has been conducted only with
a view.to efficlency. Political influ-
ence and efficlency are impossible
partners, Toronto knows this as well
es any munieipality in the unfon, The
efiort that has been going on for years

9 make the city hall departments in.-

dépendent and free of all interference
has made hut slow progress, altho
now nearly wvln; attained its object.
But the reactfonary element is always
| nmnﬂ.umbqpmmp@hm
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“Now 1 wonder if 1 shouldn’t have sent the troops to Germany and the notes to Mexico?”

able that Chairman Houston of the

board of education stood up in parlia~|.

mentary committee and opposed the
will of the people expressed by a ma-~

‘Jority of 17,000 at the polls last Janu~-

ary, It has always been known that
the Liberal government contained
numbcu of the fine old crusted Torles,
but this is the most reactionary of
the most crusted demonstration that
has been seen in Toronto for many a8
day. -

The city bill had the usual recep-
tion gt the hands of the legislature,
Leave was refused at Mr, Houston's
request to grant the desire of the citi-
zens to elect their schgol board an-
nually, Mr, Houston . counts more
than 17,000, The union of the medi-
cal health services was also left over
for a year, and once.more Mr., Houlton
had his way.

CANADIAN MUNlOIPAL;’lN DE-
MAND:.

New York Financial World, April §:
In some quarters among investment
bankers it had been feared that the re-
cent offering of $75,000,000 bonds of
the Dominfon of Canada would ob-
scure and eclipse Canadian municipal
bonds, but the exact contrary has been
the fact. The instant success of the
sale, with the bonds now quoted sub-
stantially above the offering prices,
called attention to the favorable situ-
ation in Canada as a whole and to the
konds and notes of the large cities,
which are to be had now on an attrac-
tive basis,

Canada, despite the war, is very
prospérous, with the indications that
a very active season is ahead, A look
into some of the newer Canadian cities
shows them far and away ahead of
cities in the States of a similar size,
with broad, asphalt-paved streets and
great electric lights down the centre,
niaking them a veritable Y¥White Way"
ut night, and with fine parks, schools,
universities and modern residences and
businiess blocks, The municipally-
owned telephone system, municipal
lighting, and even street car transpor-
tation owned. by the cpeoplo, are not
strange or rare in nada, and all
theso are assets that bondholders ap-
preciate,

If Canada has gone ahead in the
past too rapidly, she has settled down
now into 4 more sedate and sober frame
of mind,and her one cry now is for mare
people, She has sent several big armies
to the mother country, and as the
harvests are expected to be very big
this year, and the fmanufacturing out-
turn greater than in several years, she

will probably be short of labor this|¢

summer, tho that shortage is being
made up by an influx from the States
and other countries,

Canadian municipal notes, which
were put out for
a short time after the war
began, are up sharply in price, and
many are selling at a premium, Good,
sound Canadian municipals, running
for long terms, will yield from 4.76 to
5.60 and 6 per cent,

AT OSGOODE HALL.

The first divisional court list at Os-
goode Hall for today is as follows:
Lloyd v. Robertson (continued); re C.
T4 O, and W, Railway and C
Ridd v, Lea; James v, Birch; Arnold

v, Cook; Dmln v, Catholie Mutm (two
cnses),
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A Line o’ Cheer Each
Day o_’__t_l:_e Year

By John Kendrick Bangs.
THE WEAVE.

(Copyright, -1916.)

ACl-{hdaly we live we're at
e
Wefwsng some bit of joy or
0
And the full pattern tells the
tale

If in the end we win or fail,
;t yowd a weave of joy produce
Love and Light make fullest -

use,
And even .when your fingers

Use tr‘:cq%..ot"ﬁo strands of
e |

ANNOUNCEMENT MADE '
OF MUSKETRY RESULTS

Officers and N. C. O.’s Success-
ful in Passing Special Course
at Exhibition Camp,

Announcement is made that the follow-
ing officers and N.C.0.'s"were successful
in passing at the special course in mus-
ketry, concluding at Bxhibition camp on
March 25 : Lieut, B, D, H, Boyd, Lieut,
R. C. Burlingham, Iieut. ¥, A, Taylor,
:crrt. M. Bryans, Sergt. V. 8, Kingsmill,

ergt. J, J, McCord, Lieut. ¥, B, Baines,
Lieut. K. 8, I)rummond, Lieut, Miln M,
Hart, Sergt, Day, Sergt. R, R, Mc-~
QGregor, Hor:t 5 Mclmhlan, Sergt, Geo,
Miller, 1deut, H. A. Blake, Lieut, K, C.
Brooks, Lieut, G, ‘H. Blwell, Lieut, R. 1.
Plcard Co. 8.M, ¥, G, Dunn, Co, B.M,

Woodl, Sergt, l¢ Brownridn, Bern
Crouch Lieut, R, Ellis, ILieut, R. B,
Gibson, Lieut, ¥, McPumn, Lieut. J. T,
Sneath, Sergt. A, W, Arnott, Bergt, C,
Crabtree, Bergt. Wm, Gibson, Sergt.
H, McDonald, Lieut, C, Howeroft, Lisut,
W Btorel Lieut, Wm, Wallace, Lieut,
Williams, Sergt. Wm. Beach,
Ser‘t A ‘B, Grant, Sergt. ¥. D, Hawkes,
A, Beskith, Lieut, W. P, Clifton,
Lieut. D. Lyon, Lieut. A, McFarlane,
Lieut, V, C. Willlams, !ertt, R Bates,
Bergt, ‘A, Hlmmond Sergt, G, Hender-
son, Bergt. N, Smple Ideut. A, N,
Gurney, Lieut, W. P, anm, Lieut, G,
Machell, Lieut. B, D, Trudball, SQr‘t
W. G. Lennox, Serst A. Macdonald, Sgt
8. Mitchell, Sergt. J, Rogers, Lieut,
B, Carlyle, Lieut, G, M, Fraser, Lieut.
J. « Massey, Lieut, R, W, l’n.rklmon.
Bergt. K. Allen; Sergt. J, Red-
wood, Bergt. M, B, Sutherland Licut. A,
R. Mlnur Lieu A H, CO
QM. Bergt
Lefler,

3

. regory,
C .Hﬁ'ullar, Serﬁ
Ma, " Lieut, d, . D, nlon, wt
Bergt. J. Botterldg SOrst
Cap v

ockburn, Lieut. J J. Do P,
G. Wallis, Sergt. J. G, McDona.ld sorct
B8 WTArch?‘o{:!' Lfilea}‘ut WBJD(%nMthn
Lieut, C. B, Daw, Lieut, oﬁu Wite

W,
l(:,l‘l{ Sergt. W. 8, Grubb, Ber‘t
Mc

N. Hurd
M.

H, y

orp. B, Ra.ndle Lieut. O'
i.ett Lieut.
Gouinloek,

H. Brennan,

Din
- Mo&ro. Lieut. . 8, Pa?ﬁlc:-

Swn.lnlon, Sergt, W
Ta wr.'!ern H, Tuck. 14 i
Preston, Lieut. G, out. H. B,

Wl.llu:c. Lieut, D,
. Waterous, Berl’t He
8, Fmen,' Lieut, D. mcﬁm’ﬂﬁ."ﬁ:

. B, N
Cors
¢

.

xﬂ'&”ﬁ'«m W. 6. %
. Hicks, L

. K, West,

Mu.lono, Lhutl
rgt. a. m.gy, z.
jeut.

son, Sergt, m. -on.
%unchott- Lloué J. )‘(‘. bie, Uout
R.
. B.M E unley, Lieut, E, J, ng:
eut. A, H, Thompson, Sergt, J, h-
ton, B, T. Pltchford, Capt, W 8,
Arthur, Lieut. A. C. Souter, Ii
Lieut, M, E. Matth
lpb, Lieut. -

C.
feut,
Lieut,

C
. Lee, Lieut, J, G ’rrlmble,
R. Eagleson,

E. ;2 léorke, (‘Ser, A.
nee-Corp. (‘Iurk Pte, ¥ >
inson, Lieut, R. P. Wilkinga, l.i(cutm,b
Mcmmln Lieut., @G, ¥ nuynor Snr'?'
Rowlandl. Bergt, (“R Wells, Co, 8,
Kggg‘;.f" TR G, R B JSeret.
" o'W ﬁ 3 o land, Sgt.

ton, Co J. Pa , L=
Cuu I:Faut A R, c'mfz, Et ]
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BILL TO REORGANIZE

fi
'l'HE UNI'I'ED WORKMEN

Was Passcd by Private Bills
Committee of Legislature
Yesterday. .

The last act of the private bills com-
mittee of the legislature {n this ses-
sion was to pass the bill to reorganize
the Ancient. Order of United Workmen
by converting some $380,000,000 of un-
gound insurance into. $20.000,000 sound
insurance,

The bill providel for the readjust-
ment of the rates, according to a Na-
tional Fraternal Congress table of mor-
tality and for the reduction of the in-
surance in force an each certificate by
20 or 30 per cent,

The order was stated to have been
actuarially unsound,

AN IDEAL SUMMER OUTING.

The Provincial Government of On-
tario carned the gratitude of all lovers
of out-of-doors when it set apart, in
1893, . over two million acres of
heavily timbered land starred with
beautiful lakes and winding streains,
as o preserve.:for the wild things and
a recreation ground for the people.
They ecalled it° Algonquin Park,
Away up in- the “Highlands of On-
tario,” 200 miles north of Toronto,
and two thousand feet above the
level of the sea, this lovely region
remains today unspoiled, a perfect
refuge for the creatures of the for-
est and an ideal camping ground for
the sportsman and business man, The

Grand Trunk have erected hotels and |;

log cabin camps, which offer first-
class accommodation in this wild and
rugged playground, Illustrated de-
scriptive literature may be had for
the asking, Write city ticket office,
King and Yonge streets, or C, E,
Horning, D.P.A, Toronto,

e s
MISSION TO LEPERS.

The retu{ur meeting of the Mission
to Lepers was held in the Bible ollege,
In the absence of Mrs, Trees, Miss Lila
Watt presided,

Miss Sinclair of, the Canadian Pres-
hbyterian Mission spoke mrttcuh.rly of
the Lepcr Asylum at Dhar in Indin,
whose bulldings were given by Mr,
Henderson, formerly o Toronto, and
at one time connected with Toronto
Auxiliary,
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Clause in Bill Medas Big Re-
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8OLD LIQUOR ‘TO SOLDIERS,

For selling ﬂ%u.or to soldiers, James
Lily was fined usual $300 -‘"am
or three months in jail when
up In the police court yesterday.

assessments on hotels mtnm’nm fol-

: .g.mgzo.m.&”"gh-&u;s%;




