xggezsteto the form this rapprochement will take.
t a sug_nada suggested a trade agreement with
| NOVep Nme based on the most-favoured-
he me@on, Jclause and on a reaffirmation of the
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and F consultation. In addition to tariffs and
Eurmotas%z the agreement proposed by the
n coulinadxan Government dealt with domestic
3resenftxe§ , valuation, direct shipping, and so on.
s part Anxious to uphold the commitments
f state{the European summit meeting in Paris,
ity (‘0[ Whth the Canadians were promised a
olitics bnstructive dialogue”, the Community is
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ould h t-is the point, the European Com-
»an Pi smn asks, of formally agreeing to hold
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1oot131y without any such contract?
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nity it;vagtages if the provisions of GATT
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i, putte Community has signed numerous
The PE eements with less-developed countries
s deau%t Canada is obviously in a different class
s in #d the Community does not yet know
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pt ped iustglahzed countries.
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e U[otlon of industrial and technological co-
lfomgereﬂ:lon However, the problem is that
o )& very interest of these issues has greatly
 que layed the Community’s decisions on
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ainz lddle East and energy
eler;s e issues on which Mr. Giscard d’Es-
mg’s? foreign policy is most clearly de-

e mel led 4 are energy and the Middle East. On

.mttll-;i (}e energy question, Mr. Giscard d’Estaing
-d Lels béen upholding the policy of Georges
3mbert)mpldou and Michel Jobert against that
inter e,Henry Kissinger. The Americans have
d)t concealed their desire to head the in-
o c Ommgtmnal co-operation made necessary as
s fu.r%ult of the energy crisis; in February
“da ha" 74, they organized a conference in Wash-
e ,gton3 bringing together the major oil-
nsuming countries. The French position
Pro2%g tﬁat if the consuming countries dis-
:’m(t‘hp [ssedéthe problem first among themselves,
SI:tg Ewould develop into a confrontation be-
2 ®reen jproducers and consumers, while, if
gth. e major producing countries discussed it,
losat g W%uld probably mean pushing into the

n}]iﬁ Ckgmund the fact that by far the hardest
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Since his succession to the presidency
Valery Giscard d’Estaing has emerged as
one of the most active figures in the inter-
national community. He is pictured here
at a press conference following the
December summit meeting of the leaders
of the European Common Market coun-
tries. He reported that the meeting had
agreed on the importance of a common
policy to face the worldwide energy crisis.

hit by the crisis were the developing coun-
tries that had no raw materials.

Giscard, finally, was afraid that, if the
problem were discussed under American
leadership, the fact that the problems of
the various countries were radically differ-
ent might well be overlooked. As one of the
members of the European Parliament, Mr.
Cousté, said to President Ford: “You
produce 85 per cent of your petroleum
and are short the other 15 per cent. In
our case the proportions are reversed. You
can afford to chance a confrontation;
we cannot.” This explains why before
Martinique Mr. Giscard d’Estaing was
proposing a tripartite conference on the
problem and was looking for support for
his position in the international commu-
nity. It was also the reason for his refusal
to sign the agreement of the Twelve on
petroleum-sharing when all his fellow
members of the Community signed it.

It is perhaps the Palestinian question
that is of greatest interest to the new
President. One of the journalists who in-
terviewed him told me that Mr. Giscard
d’Estaing had only one map in his office,
a map of the Middle East, and that he
used it to explain his point of view on the
Palestinian question. He considers the
Palestinians to be a nation and says that

Americans

could afford
confrontation
France could not



