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Since his succession to the presidency 
Valery Giscard d’Estaing has emerged as 
one of the most active figures in the inter
national community. He is pictured here 
at a press conference following the 
December summit meeting of the leaders 
of the European Common Market coun
tries. He reported that the meeting had 
agreed on the importance of a common 
policy to face the worldwide energy crisis.

hit by the crisis were the developing coun
tries that had no raw materials.

Giscard, finally, was afraid that, if the 
problem were discussed under American 
leadership, the fact that the problems of 
the various countries were radically differ
ent might well be overlooked. As one of the 
members of the European Parliament, Mr. 
Cousté, said to President Ford: “You 
produce 85 per cent of your petroleum 
and are short the other 15 per cent. In 
our case the proportions are reversed. You 
can afford to chance a confrontation; 
we cannot.” This explains why before 
Martinique Mr. Giscard d’Estaing was 
proposing a tripartite conference on the 
problem and was looking for support for 
his position in the international commu
nity. It was also the reason for his refusal 
to sign the agreement of the Twelve on 
petroleum-sharing when all his fellow 
members of the Community signed it.

It is perhaps the Palestinian question 
that is of greatest interest to the new 
President. One of the journalists who in
terviewed him told me that Mr. Giscard 
d’Estaing had only one map in his office, 
a map of the Middle East, and that he 
used it to explain his point of view on the 
Palestinian question. He considers the 
Palestinians to be a nation and says that

Americans 
could afford 
confrontation 
France could not
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iggesteto tne form this rapprochement will take.
miadâ suggested a trade agreement with 

l Novee Nine based on the most-favoured- 
he medtionjclause and on a reaffirmation of the 
ice ofovisions of GATT, which would provide 

and r conkultation. In addition to tariffs and 
, Eurototas] the agreement proposed by the 
n coulinadian Government dealt with domestic 
iresenixes~ valuation, direct shipping, and so on. 
is pari Anxious to uphold the commitments 
E statefthe European summit meeting in Paris, 
ity Cot which the Canadians were promised a 
lolitics instructive dialogue”, the Community is 
ssistedjpresent showing signs of embarrassment, 
ould bjhatjis the point, the European Com- 
3an pission asks, of formally agreeing to hold 
is projnsultations when these are running very 

îootÉly without any such contract? 
far to£at is the point of reinstituting pro- 
DreparF°nsj that are already binding on both 
lommi.i Community and Canada under GATT? 
e fear ns wPnld have more disadvantages than 
nity jjvantkges if the provisions of GATT 
rould Jangék or if the bilateral agreement were 
any ctf be used as a means of appealing de- 
i certaFonsl made in accordance with GATT.

numerous

t a s

i butp Community has signed
preerrients with less-developed countries 

s desk* Canada is obviously in a different class 
is in fa'd tne Community does not yet know 
ig pai^-tQ establish bilateral relations with 
,pt pgjdustrialized countries. 
fp.er n ' The European Commission would like 
mstm! discuss new and much more interesting 

pics with Canada: guaranteed access to 
pplies of raw materials and energy, 
eipropal investment incentives and pro- 

ie uptioïf of industrial and technological co- 
l formlera ;0IL However, the problem is that 
}nt? l]e very interest of these issues has greatly 
> qu°s8aye^ the Community’s decisions 

wj, jc;em. 'pie question is still open.

ain^iiddI!e East and energy
alemsi Nsues 011 which Mr. Giscard d’Es- 
emet?n^® f°reign policy is most clearly de- 
nique?^-^e energy and the Middle East. On 
i the if en®rgy question, Mr. Giscard d’Estaing 
ed Le8 ^efn upholding the policy of Georges 
^nfegjpnpidou and Michel Jobert against that 
infjHeâry Kissinger. The Americans have 

and^ concealed their desire to head the in- 
o com™^0113^ cooperation made necessary as 
3 pul,:result of the energy crisis; in February 
da i y orSanized a conference in Wasti
ng. F*0nj bringing together the major oil- 

6 Jusuniing countries. The French position 
» p that, if the consuming countries dis- 

^kjjpsedjthe problem first among themselves, 
n wou|d develop into a confrontation be- 
th een jPr°ducers and consumers, while, if 

>1 6 maior Producing countries discussed it,
08 i/8 w<?u*d probably mean pushing into the 

^Vkgrcmnd the fact that by far the hardest

on

>prca
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