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Priyy Council declared the Act to be
constitutional and valid.

In this Province, prohibitionists Im-
mediately appealed to the Ontario
Government, of which Hon. O. W Ross
was then Premier, for a carrying out
of Sir Oliver Mowafs promise, by the
introduction Into the Legislature of a
prohibitory law.

After much consideration and the
hearing of many deputations, the Hon
Mr. Rosa Introduced Into the Leglsla-
ure a Bill based on the Manitoba

t^in^f;.'"'°"'""« "" "" ""hlbl.
tlOD of the liquor tralBc In Ontario, hutmaking the going into operation of thelaw contingent upon a ratifying vote
of the Provincial electors. it was
further provided that the vote should
be taken apart from a general Provln-
clal election, but that the measure
should not be considered as ratlBed
unless voted for by a number of the
electors equal to a majority of tn.-number voting at the last general Pro-
vlndal election.

This condition was considered un-
reasonable, and the date chosen for
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friends of temperance In the Leirlsla
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Ions better, but were defeated, and

4?h 3"" ""'"' *""« December
<"l. 1902, as the date of voting
The result of this referendum wasan immense majority in favor of the

prohibitory law, but the total number
of votes cast in favor of the law fell

de^r' °H
'"^ """"''" ""'•c'' ""O beendeclared necessary -o make the prohl-

v^HJr "Perallve, that necessary
vote being 212,723. The votes polledm the contest were as follows:

The temperance workers considered
that the result of the referendum war-
ranted Immediate prohibitory legisla-
tion, and shortly after the voting a
representative gathering of prominent
workers of all classes and denomina-
tions appointed a deputation to wait
upon the Government, and request that
elfeotbeglventothe vote by the 'abol-
ition of the public bar. and the treat-
ing system and drinking In clubs, and
the Imposition of such other restric-
tions on the liquor traffic as shall most
effectually curtail Its operation and
remedy Its evils."

It was fully eipected that In view
of the great vote and majority, and
bearing In mind the deSnlte promise
made by Sir Oliver Mowat, the Gov-
ernment would be ready to promote
the moderate legislation whl,;j the
representative gathering had outlined
The deputation met the Government

on January 15th, 1903, and In reply
to a strong statement of the slfatlon
made by the delegates, the Premier,
Hon. G. W. Ross, said:
"My duty In connection with this

Zt'W.VT'"' V ""PPorters Lndthat I shall do at the earliest onnnr

oe When the House meets when wewill see how fai the members will suTport the Government In Implementing
that vote That Is the only poaltloi
I can take to-day. There are soinoPhases of the question on which

™
do not agree yourselves. I hope wewill agree, and when we have alreld
I hope we will secure such leglsllllnn

coumry."'"
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For the new law iso 740
Against the new law... :.:;5|J4|

Majority for the new law. 96,201

The Legislature met a couple of
months later, and the speech from the
throne contained a paragraph, stating
that the large vote polled "was an
expression of the electors favoring
further legislation with respect to the
liquor tralllc," and promised the sub-
mission of a measure with that object


