
fend scraped against the sohd masonry but it rises. At length it is lifte,! to ahigher level the gates open before it, and on it sails again in a pnrei ir am^

bumped and bruised against the sides of the lock, turbulent waters lift t a 1 wl. nIts course ,8 again opened before it. it finds itself on a still hi^l n- eve vSstill more glorious prospect. So are Cinistians voyaf^in' to tl,!better land. After a reason of delightful crogross they are shut up in tl.e . Imni erof sickness or in some other lock of troubles, but: God's'waters are , e , , ,buoying them up, and although their oxperieiu-es are rough and paii fu , ,
-

are being lifted by the raging i^oods and tliereafter sail forward o^l a gh " leveln a purer atmosphere and with a more glorious outlook upon the future Whe i

lnY«TT.^
•^"other lock they go through the same experience again, d'so Go Pslocks bt them from level to level. Now, this may happen a liun.lI'ed thul 1 aall these experiences are quite consistent with this otlun- experience, nan^'ethat at some one of these cm«.s, the blood of Chnst, through t,ith theVei ,

'

^cleanse the trusting soul from all unrighteousness. And tL is what is '.J-the second blessing. Brethren, let us not cunteiul about words.
'

Nor would I describe Christian P.rf.vtiun by saying that it is loving f!.,dw.th all our heart and mind and soul and strength, and ou. neighbor a ou ^IvThat defin.tion ,s scriptural and true, and may be very usef.Tl if righth" appre-hended but I know scarcely another passage so familiar that is so frenueily
niisundei;.stood and misemployed. When a person is under the ii.fluence of someoverflowing joy he may think that he loves God with all his heart

; InU when Isemohons subside, he may find that the old love of self is not all destroyed, and sneighbors, who heard h,s professions when lie was very happy, wish that he wouldact with more of Christian consistency when not so happv. "This is the love of

NmisiftoTov^^Tn^ >/'"'n'?r'")™""'''';,"^^'
""'-''^y ^'"'''^ ^'^^-^ with emotion.Noi IS It to love God w.th all he heart, that we be conscious of loving Him morethan anything else. Every Clu-i«tia,i .loc-«, tl,.,t, but .-,umetlnieM U- ;„ tl., ,.„ ...e,.,( of

his life that something secures a little share of his affectinii which should be
excluded. As Charles Wesley expressed it.

" 'Tin ivov.ic thrin denth my God to love
A nd not 1111/ (Joil alone.'

To love God with all the heart is to love God and uotliing else, leavin- no comer
of the heart to be occuiiied by any love that is merely earthly. This is^m.t savin-'-
that we are not to love our friends, hiLsbaiid. wife, parent, c'hihl ; lor we are conr-
manded to love our neighbor—every one who stands beside us in the pallnvavs id
life -and to do so is to love God.

Nor would I call this grace '-holiness," for that term is too bioad and
indefinite, nor "entire sanctitication " for that phrase means, at least, two distinct
things, nor yet " entire coiis(>ciiition " because that means too little. Kome call it

the "higher life," some " full assurance," while my own preference is for " purity
of heart." But none of these terms serve any good ]uirpose except inerelv to in-
dicate the subject we are discussing

; they all fall far short as detinitions. \Ve say
therefore that this state of heart is to be known by its constituent elements.

_
Now, what are the clear marks by which Chiistian Perfection is <i;s-

tinguished? One chief characteristic is thorough hnialtij to God. lly this I mean a
joyful recognition of the absolute sovereignty of King Jesus. It asks onlv what
will please the Master, not what will please self. A Cliristian with this spirit
accepts, iu all simplicity and singleness of heart, the fact that be is not his own,
and lives accordingly. All rights of ownership have been tninsfeiivd. He h.as
given away both himself and all tliat he jiossesses into the Viands of liis Lord. He
does this uniformly, easily, gladly, to the best of his knowledge, belief and ability.
But the assertion is constantly made at this point that every Cliristian does that,
that the penitent sinner must do that or he cannot find acceptance. In answer to
all this I ask what can the seeking sinner kn-nv about entire consecration V How can
he surrender himself to the Divine will when ae knows scarcely anvthiiig of what
that will must require of him. And how can he give hims'elf fully to the service of
God while he has no proper apprehension of \\hat that service is? One niigliL
]ir(>!*ent to a friend a casket whicli he himself cannot Ojien, containing something
valuable, but what, and Aow valuable he is (piite unaware. \\ hen the cfuitents,
precious beyond .ill anticipation, are disclosed to him, the iiuestiun may well occur
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