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To John Johnston, of Piqun, late Indian agent, and
others, Shane, at this early period, expressed the opinion
that Tecumseh did not fall by the hands of the com-
mander of the mounted regiment. The reader of this
volume will recollect, that long subsequent to the period
when these opinions were expressed, and upon the eve
ot a political campaign, in which colonel R. M. John-
son was a candidate for a high and honorable office,
Anthony Shane is represented by the reverend O B
Brown, as having stated to him his belief, that Tecum-^h did meet his death by a shot from the colonel.
Shane, who, we believe, is now deceased, sustained,
through life, a character for integrity. Whether, in his
latter years, his memory had failed him, by which he
was led to express these contradictory opinions, or
whether Mr. Brown misunderstood the import of his
language, when talking upon this matter, we shall not
undertake to decide. The reader who feels an interest
in^the point at issue will settle the question for himself,
whether, under the peculiar circumstances of the case,
the early or late declarations of Shane were the genu-
ine expression of his belief on this subject.
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CHAPTER XVI.

Mr- Jefferson s opinion of th« Prophet—brief sketch o( his character—anec
,,, dotes of recumseh—a review of the great principles of his plan of union

among the tribes—general summary of his life and character.

Mk. Jefferson, in a letter to John Adams,"^ says

:

^ The Wabash Prophet is more rogue than fool, if to
be a rogue is not the greatest of all tollies. He rose to
notice while I was in the administration, and became,
of course, a proper subject for me. The inquiry was

* Jeflerson's Correspondence, vol. 10. p. 171. ; . ,


