
bhucfs travels.

warding me safely to Barbar, in my way tn Egypt/' SUt' " Sa»

fely ! G<kI forgive you ! you are throwing yourself away wan-

tonly. Idris iiimsclf, king of this country, dares not undertake

»uch a journey. But why did not you go along with Mahomet

Townsh ? Ho set out only a i'evf days ago I'or Cairo, the same

way you are going, and has, I believe, taken all the hijbeerg

(guides) with him. But, while you stay, let me see you Qvevy

dav, and, if you want any thing, send by a servant of mine.

It is a tax, I know, improperly laid upon a man like you, to

ask for every necessary ; but Idris will be here, and he will

provide you better."'''

* One day, sitting in my tent, musing upon the very un-

promising aspect of my affairs, an iVrab of very ordinary ap-

pearance, naked, with only a cotton cloth around his middle,

came up to me, and offered to conduct me to Barbai*, and

thence to Egypt. He said his house was at Dar(x> on the side

of the Nile, about twenty miles beyond Syene, or xVssouan,

nearer Cairo. I asked him why he he had not gone with Ma-
homet Towash ? He said, he did not like the company, and

was very much mistaken if the journey ended well. Upon
pressing him furtijer if this was really the only reason ; he then

told me, that he had been sick for some months at Chendi,

contracted debt, and had been obliged to pawn his clothes,

and that his camel was detained for what still remained unpaid.

After much conversation, repeated several days, I found that

Idris (for that was his name) was a man of some substance in

his own country, and had a daughter married to the scJiour'

batchie at Assouan. He said that this was his last journey,

for he never would cross the desert again. A bargain was

now soon made. I redeemed his canitl and cloak ; he was to

shew me the way to Egypt, and he was there to be recom-

pensed according to his behaviour.

* I prepared now to leave Chendi, but first returned my
benefactress, Sittina, thanks for all her favours. She had

called for Idris, and given him vqry positive instructions,

mixed with threats, if he misbehaved; and hearing what I had

done for him, she too gave him an ounce of gold, and said, at

parting, that, for knowledge of the road through the dcsert>


