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tSjiiilh

TIm'Ii fi, till IMiiliiiiii iiiiiii's till. NiKiiiil 1,1 kill. Til,- \-|.aiiilH
t^i"">' llii' iippi'Ml Uiv iiicrc.v, mill pi-sH .lo«n ihi-ir llminlis. niul v,-l In-

'!' '"'I "'»"" il'iil. "I'l" fall' ili-|H-.iili'il up I,i. pi.i,|,ii. w|,„
pi-issril iiimii li,,.],. iIhhmIis if iliis- ivislii'il hill, t sai,,|, liiit i„i-m-d
thiMii up if iliPv »isli,.,l liini i„ Ur killi,!. „u,| ,„,,,.|.,.,1 him in iviviiv
(lie .,n..r,l (f|.n-uiii iviipi.iv i, whin, (-lailiiiiois iisuallv iliil will, (In'
Kirali'sl liriMiir.ss." TUmv vii.\ « ;„, su|ipnii|.il l,v ihi. |;,.v. Cuni,,! I'lir-
rar in Ins ii,iiiisi.|v inli'ivsliiiK lii»li,i-i,-al lal,', /<„,/.„,,„ „„,/ IXiin,. (ir
i^('inr,t in thv IhtifH itj Xiro:

•\yiii,li „f us will will?" I aski'il (llauviliiii, wilh a sail siiiil,..
' Villi," saiil Ihr IMii-vj;iMii, " jiui aiv slnui-iT ihau I uiii ami taller."
" \es, but _viiu are i|uiik<-r anil laiire arlive, ami vnu laii'l tell how

I liale that net iif viuiis. 1 know .viiu will iiileh me in it."
" If 1 ilii, yiMi will still have fiiu;;lit su well that tlir iifojilr irill all

turn iloini lliiir Ihiiiiilix. iinil ijnn will l,r .simnil." Later in the stiiry,
when the ciuiihat, is iiviT, the aiitliiir expresses the same view (p. Cilli:

"The Samnites were victiiriou.s, i,m| the net-tlirnwers were all wnuml-il
nml (Iriippeil their arms, exiei)i Onesimus. The.v knelt with their fnrc-
fln;;ers uplifleil, and, as they hail fi)ii},'lit with 'eiuira;;e, ami hail been
hardly iisitl, hamlkerehiefs bepin to be waved in their favour, ami Ihun.lis
to be turned ihiiciiinirdx." A third refereme of similar tenor fnlliiws

(p. (Ill: "Filled with pity, they turned tin ir thiindis ilnnninin!.^ in
BiKTi that the ooiiiba should be stopped and the lives of the defeatiil
fpand .... Never had they seen n more astiiiiishin;; or jiallniit

feat. The retiariiis— and he a mere tyro— had, sinj;lehanded, de-
feated four Sainniti'S in siieeession. The thins was unlie.ard of. Kvi'ry
thumb was liirnnl »;> for Onesimus to give the finishinR stroke to liin

conquered enemy."

The opinion held by Canon Farrnr that turning the thumbs down
was a signal of mercy is often entertained, and it is not surprising to

find a reviewer advancing it by way of correction. In a notice of I'niil,

A Traiinhj nf (llniiiriiir,^ the author is taken to task. " We notice,"

writes Ills critic, " two classical errors in the early part of the play, which
an author who dates his preface from Oxford ought to have avoidinl.

The line,

" The down-turned thumb tells that my doom must be,"

embodies a common error, as the down-turned thumb was the signal for

sparing a gladiator's life, not for condemnation. An Oxford man should

Tlte ntusfratfd nei-ieu\ vol. 3, p. 603.


