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the same article, by both officers and seamen. The
sea-otter skins every day rose in value, and a few

prime skins, which were clean and well preserved,

were sold for one hundred and twenty dollars each.

The whole amount or the value, in specie and goods^

that was got for the furs in both ships, did not fall

short of two thousand pounds sterling, and it was ge-

nerally supposed, that at least two-thirds of the quan-

tity originally obtained from the Americans were

spoiled or worn out, or had been given away or sold at

Kamtschatka. In consequence hereof, the rage with

which the seamen were possessed to return to Cook's

River, and by another cargo of skins to make their

fortunes, was, at one time, not far short of mutiny.

The numerous voyages that have since been under-

taken for the prosecution of the trade here suggested,

have rendered it familiar to the merchants both of

Britain and of America ; and, though it has not lat-

terly been productive of advantages equal to those

which were realized by the first adventurers, is still a

branch of commerce that is successfully pursued.

The barter which had been carrying on with the

Chinese for their sea-otter skins, produced a very

whimsical change in the dress of the crews. On their

arrival in the Typa, nothing could exceed the ragged

appearance both of the younger officers and seamen

;

almost the whole of their original stock of European

clothes having been long worn out, or patched up

with skins, or the various manufactures they had met

with in the course of their discoveries. These were

now again mixed and eked out with the gaudiest silks

and cottons of China.

On the 11th of January, two seamen belonging to

the Resolution ran off with a six oared cutter, and

were never after heard of. It was supposed that they

had been seduced by the prevailing notion of making

a fortune by returning to the fur islands.

On account of the war between England and Ame-

rica, with France and Spain as her allies, of which

they received intelligence at Canton, they put them-


