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C A
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N A D A.
AN AD A ii bounded on the Nortii , with ComrMlu ; on the South , with Ncw-t ng.

/Wion the Haft, with the Main Oceans the Countries lying on the Weft, cither not yet

difcoveied , or not perfeftly known. So called trora the River Cah.iIi , the >;rca-

tcft, not of this Province oncly, but otall this PtninJHla. A River which haib its loun-
tain in the undifcovei ed parts ot this Northern Iraft : fometimcs inlarged into i;ieac

Lakes, and prefcntly reduct.d to a nanowerchannell , with many ijreat windings md Rc.tchct m'K.

Having embofoincd almoft all the reft of the Rivers ot" this Countrey , it emptictb it (elf into the (Jrcac

Bay of St. Lawrence , ovtr againft the Hie of AjJHmptioHi being at the mouth 40 Lcai^iies in breadth,

and i5orathomdcep.

It is alio called Ntva Francia from the French , who following th« traft of CMt , and Cortcridu,

made a further Difcovery ofthcle parts , and planted feveral Colonies in them. The bufinelTe fult un-

dertaken by JaiiHesCartier,AH.i<il^. received here uladly by the iV.«/i*f/ with Uniting , dancing.^

and exprefling much ligne ofjoy : purfued by Monfieur Koierval , fent thither in the year 1542. by

Kinji I'r.tncu the firft , HOt onely to difcover the Countrey, but to plant fome parts of it, who builr tlirre

a fair 1 ortrefTc for his greater fafety ; followed therein by divers others of that Nation , in (heir feveral

time».

The nature ofthe foil , and people.vve fliall beft difcover in the feveral parts of it > each diflfcrinc, from

one another,and fo not calily conformed 10 a general Charalitr. Look we now onciy on the principal

Rivers of the whole , i CmmU , of which before , 2 Pemtegouet or NorHmbegue, as lonie call ir , of wind.

mure hereafter. % Quimbeque falling into tbe Ocean as die others do , 4 Rio S. 'fokw , ending its courtc

in a large Day called Bay Franctifc^ interpofcd betwixt Nova Scotia and the refl of this Countrey. 5 Lts

irtuRivters , which nfing far north , and pa/Ting thorow two great Lakes , falkth into the Cumda ,

6 Sai^r;enay , ofthe fame Original Courfe , and Fall. A River of fo ftrong a Current , that it fufiireth

not the Sea to flow up its Channel i fodeep, that in many places it attaiocch to 100 fathoms ; and

though but narrow at the mouth, yet groweth it broader and broader upwards ; and haying received

many leffer dreams , loofeth it felfat latl , where the other doth.

It coHtaincth in it the feveral Regions oiNova Francia , fpccially fo called, 2 Nova Scotia,

3 NorHmbegue , and 4 the Ifles adjoyning.

I. NoyA FRANCIA fpecially fQ named , is fituue on the South ofCcwmW/j , and on the

North of I he great Kivrr Canada, towards tbeEalh but on both fides of it, in the Weitei n and more

in- land parts. The Countrey naturally full of Stags , Bears, Hares, Mattcms and l-oxes , whofc fledi tbe

l^ople did eat 1 aw (till more civilized^ h.iving tirft dried it either in the fmoak or Sun , as .hey do thci:

liOi. 1 hey have alio Horc of Conies , t-owle and tilh great plenty ; one Fiih more memorable

than the rcH , which they call Adtthncl , whole body and bead is like that of a Greyhound. Hut their

greateft jewels are their Chains of i:/«>-_^«i> ' a (heU-filh ofthe whiteft colour , excellent for the Ibntii-

mg of blood : which they fafhion into Beads and Bracelets, and fo wear , or fell them. Not very plenii-

full of fruits , or fit for tillage i yet it becedeth fome Corn , and of pulfe good plenty. The Aire more

cold thanm othei Countries of like height
,

partly by reafon of the greatnefTe ot the River , which

beingwholly of frcfh water, and fo large withall , chilleththc Aire on both fides of it
;
partly bccaifeof

the Abundance of Ice, and thofe hills ot fnow, which the north-windepafTeth over in the wiy to this

Countrey.

The People , when the Frcnth firfl difcovered them , very rude and barbarous ; fewofiiienifurni-

fhed with houfes , but removing from one place toaaothci , as their food decayed ; and carrying all

their goods with them (a thing eafily donej upon thofe removes. Such as lived towards the Sea , or the-

greater Rivers , fomewhat better houfied. For in the day time they fifh in their Boats , which they draw

unto the Land at night , and turning ttiem upfide down , ileep under them. As til apparelled as hoeied ;

for they went all naked > except a little piece ot skin before their Privities. Some ofthem had their heads

cjuite fliaven , excepsim^ one Bufh of hair on the top of the Crown ; which they tuffered to grow to thi;

Icngthot an horli;sTail, tied up with Leather- firings ina knot. Each man allowed histwoorthree

wives apiece ; and they fbconftant to their Husband , that they never marry alter his death , but keep

ihemlelves continually in a mourning habit : a vizard as it were , made of greafe and Coal duft , whidi

they iptead over all their bodies. The women labour more than the men , both in fifliing and husbandry;

diggmgthegtoundinftcd of Ploughing, with certain pieces of¥?ood , whcic they tow their >/,iu (a

Plant ofwhichtiuy make their bre.id , inmolf partsof America.) LIoIa^'.s in f',encral before ti.'c com-

ing ot tlic French, as they are moft ofthem at this day-, the French and others whitli have planted in theli

Northern parts, having .iddcd little more unto ClmliiMitp than by the C'lUnics they brouidit with them.

Yet in the midll of this'd.irknefle they faw fo much light , as to believe that when they died they went

imnicdiatly to the Stars' from thence conveyed to ceitain green ai.d plcalant fields , lull of ilowers and

iruits. I'lain F.vidcnte that they believed the .immrt.itiiy of the foul , and th.it there was loir.e place ap-

pointed for rtti.pt.on ot ir,
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lli£i!;ict loiv;;sot 1: .it thnt time, i.lIj:.heL'.g.i , round in fi{;ure , com^.ifTid .ibout
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