
13
't r\n Ampriran roursi,,
ttnniclyto.suliniitto. j'

'f Govcnimnu, afior s,

i^eitwll'f.ahcprntectio,
'•^7"",' l''"i-, if it sle.

,

v;iliial)!e tcrritorv is ce-
Give the Eiiirll.sh „n|v

'"inl.ia i-iv,,T—let (i,(.,;

JJ'sappnuitmeni.an.lali
''•iW Dot take tlic com-
them Ti.e cape and
ii^ct (.ibrulldrs' on tl,,
on Bay Coiupiiiy haw
1 of Ihe Jattcr, as they
•iigible sjK.t on tlic Co-

•
is the prevailing opin-

pinganihition of Enjr-
lic :ic(iuisltion of Cah-
isossinn- them.sclves of
' mnoi.sco, tJie fniest, on
'!<; for a naval depot,
'i-ship,sof'anv(lrau-hl
the cohiny from tiu.

Willamette river ninety
ys: ^

uul wheat roimtry in
)

It consists of about
3 considerable j^rain
«and head of eattle'
one thousand bushels
clieese, d-e., eiioii<rh
vehve hundred liead
'on-^es; and last year
'slicis of wheat, one
o* P<-as, and planted
uid ve-elables of ul.'

Pomprisin^ the Wil-
limidred miles ion"-
^pcrsed with ravines
,>t quantities for fuel
Its natural state, i.s

kI is producing- from
t wheat to the acre-
at the cattle subsist
shelter of any kind
'•them throu^di the
1 nt the Willamette
Jiitish have taken
'"'• people to build
uith little trouble,
nost aiiyf|uaiiiity.
tluit ten thousand
•ini. Probably no
er inducements to
cadily I „; procured
ants at any time.'"
It I have' clearly
nan from Vir<jini,i
'at Britain valued
tlial the (erritorv

I'-e alone. Of its
ave been so fully
^'c pr(!(eed(!d mi!
at the most sau-
overralod these

c luy prediction

liCl mi' lirre r|U'iie a slinrt extract from a speecli
of the iiistiii;;-uishcd Senator from iMissouri, [Mr.
Bi'iii'.n,] who has irivcn this ipiestion muih atien-
tioti, and \\ ho.-HC opinions are ilnretore eiitiilcd to

gn.'at wi ii;ht. After ^:i\iui;-;i ,;;lowiuic dcscriptiiui

of the beauty, grandeur, and fertility of tli'' coun-
try, he says;

" .Such a country is formed for union, wealth,
'and streui^th. h can have but one cajiital, and
' that will Ijc a Thebes; ijut one connnercial enipo-
'rium, and that will be a Tyre, (]ueen of cities.
' Such a country i;ui liave Imi one |)eople, one in-
' terest, one Government: and that |)eople slmidd
* be American, that interest ours, and that (Jovern-
' ment I'epublican. Accursed ami infamous be the
• mail that divides or alienates it."

We will i:;ain nothing by withlioidiiva; tiu' notice,
and meanwhile it is our duty—we owe it to our
own .hardy |iioneer.s—to quiet the ijuestion of title.

It cannot lie dis;;uised ihat the lerlino- which pre-
vails in that part of the country from which these
emi;,n-aniM i;o, is, that the territory is ours, and that
we are ;,rf.in;; to protect it by our laws. The emi-
grants themselves believe it, as firmly as if it were
already written in tlie statute-imok. They went
there n. the same spirit in whicli the Pili,n-iins came
to I'lyiuoutli; with the .sami; pntiiotism, the .same
love mid admiratKui of free ,i,^ovM-iinient, and the
same desire to enlar^^e the area of tVeedom.

I had intended to .say much mm-e on tliis sub-
'

jeet, but I |)ercei\e iha.'. my time i.-^ fast ela[)siiig.

I

I re2;ret that tlie correspondence between our
I

Secretary of .State and the British h^nvoy came in
;
l)ef(n-e I had an opportunity of niakiii;;; the remarka
f had wislied t.> suinnit to the committee. I would

^

not have it understood that anythmj:^, from any
cpiarter, would have any wei^dit with me, beyon'd

I it.s own intrin.sic truth. I was, however, ;,dad to
learn that the President liad refused to arliitratc
this fjuestion; in this the jieople will triumphantlv
sustain him. But I feel it to be due to myself am'

I

to my constituents, to declare, thatx-much as I

;

Teiieratc the cliaracter and btandini; of our di:,tin-
i -uished <"liief Ma^nstratc—if the oiler made l)y

,

limi of latitude 4!P as a boundary line had been
accepted by tlie British JMiiiister, the penj.le of the

j

West would have d(>nounced the .act in .^uch term.-^
of censure as would have made all future Presi-

:

dents tremble. I req;ret exceediimly that Mv. Polk
ever made this oiler. I have no doubt he was ac-

I
tuatcd in that offer by the purest and ijest of mo-

i

fives—in my judgment there are few wiser head.s

,

than his, or purer hearts; but lie allowed his sin-

I

cere deference for the acts of his predecessors to
peril his own popularity. The offer, happily, was
not accepted, and no very serious conse(|uence3
have ensued. Had it been accepted, tjiis Admin-
istration would have been forever prostrated—as
will any other that ever hereai'ter shall surrender a
sin'i:lc mcli of American soil, the title to which i.w

clear and umiuestionublc-


