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foiindccl on traditions of the Iroquois nnrratcd by an Onoiidaiya chief, represents Gitclu'

Maiiito, the Master of liife, desrendiiiij on tii(! erii!>' of tile red jjipe-.stone quarry at tlic

t'otuuu de.s Prairies, and callinu' ail the tribes together:

" Anil lliey sIcmuI tlu'ni mi tlir. nuiaildw

Willi llioir wiuiiKins mid tlioir wiir Keiir,

AVililly ).'liiiinirnt ondi iitlinr.

Til tlii'ir fiiiTS .'•t(\rii (Infmnro,

In lliiiir lufiirln llio fiimlK of nuns,

Tlio licriiilitarv linlri'il,

Tlio nnccslral thirst of vdiiu'caiiro."

So far tlie picture is true to nature ; but no dream of a millennial era for the TJed-^Miiii,

in whicli all were thenceforth to live together as brotliers, can have fashioned itself in tlu'

min<l of Indian seer. The »Sioux, the Crees. and the Blackfeet, are still nursinff the same

feud of aires, and thirsting' for each other's blood
; while the thousands of ]''uropean

eniiiiTants crowd in to take possession of their vast uncultivated prairies, destined to beconii'

tlie granaries of the world ; and the buffalo, on which they have mainly depended, is

rapidlv disappearing and will in a very few years be as extinct as the fossil nrtis cir

mastodon. The Ucd-^Ian of the Nnrth-West exhiliits no change from his precursors of the

fifteenth eentiiry ; and for aught that appears in him of a lapacity for .sell'-develoi)ment,

the forests and ])rairies of the .American continent may have sheltered hunting and warriiiy;

tribes oflndians, just as they have slicltered and |)astured its wild henls of l)ullaloet!, for

countless centuries since the continent msc from its oi'can bed.

Only by prolonged hereditary feuds, more insatiable, and therefcn'c more destructivi'

in their results, than the ravages of tigers or wolves, is it possible to account for such an

unprogressivo condition of humanity as the arclucological discdosures of this northern

continent seem alone to reveal. Its nximerous rivers and lakes, and its boundless forests

and prairies, atlbrdcd inexhaustible resources for th(! hunter ; and both soil and climate

have proved admirably adapted for agriculture. Still more, the great copper region of Lake

Superior provided advantages such as have existed in no other country of the known

world for develojiing the first stages of metallurgic art on which civilization so largely

depends. Whether brought with thiMn from Asia, or discovered for themselves, thegrand

secret of the mastery of the ores by lire was already familiar to I'eruvian mctulliu'gisis,

and not unknown to those of Mexico. Unalloyed copper, such as that which abounds in

the igneous rocks of the Keweenaw pi'ninsula on Lake Su])erior, is extremely dillicult to

cast; and the addition of a small percentati'c of tin not only produi-es the useful bronxo

alloy, but renders the coppi<r more readily fusible. This all-important secret of science the

metallurgists of Peru had liidiiiiht wilfi them, it may be from A.sia. or liad discoviMiil

for themselves, and turned laruely to practical account. The pictured chronicles el

the Mexi("ans throw an interesting light on the value they attached to the products of tlii^

novel art. It appears from sume of their paintings that the tribute due by certain proviiicis

was paid in wedges ofcojiper. The forms of these, as well as of chisels and other tools 'I

bronze, are simple, and indicate no great ingenuity in adapting the moulded metal to the

artificer's, or the combatant's re([uirenu>nts. The methods of hafting the axi'-])lade appcuv

to have been of nearly the same rude description as are in use by modern savages in fittiic^'

the handle to a hatchet of flint or stone ; and the whole characteristics of their metalhuLV

are suggestive of a recently acquired or burrowed art.


