
ir

llht.jric::! Xoto. Ilev iliijostj's Covpvninent \*()iilil 1)0 willing to convert into a free port any liarbour,

lsi3. 1H44. either on the niainlaml or n A^ineouvor's Island, south of the -lOtii i)ar.illel, wiiieli

the United States' d'overnnient niiglit desire.

Further, if he should think that the extension of tlie privilege would lend to the final

adjustment of the question, he was authoii/.ed to declare that Her Majesty's Goveinuieiit

would be willinji' to make all the ports within l)e Fuea's Iidet and south of the *llHli

parallel, free ports.

Should these proposals he reiccted, he was then to propose that the «lu)le (juestion

should he referred to the arbitration of a friendly Sovereij;!) State.

In the event uf the United States' fiovernnient refusing;; to njjree to arbitration,

he was then to propose that the Treaty of ISlS-'JT shouM he renewed for a I'uither perio(|

of ten years,

in the event of negotiations being broken off, he was then to declare to the

United States' Government that Her Majesty's Goverrunent still asserted and would

maintain an equal right with the United States to the occupation of the whole of the

territory in dispute, and that as Her Jlajesty's (Jovernment would carefully ami scrupu-

lously abstain and cause ller Majes'ty's subjects to abstain from any act which might

be justly considered as an encroachment on the rights of the United States, so they

expected that the Government of the United States would exhibit and enforce on their

jiart an equal forbearanec with respect to the rights of Great Britain, which rights,

believing them to bo just. Great Britain would bo prepared to defend.

i 1844.

In February, 1844, Mr. rakonham addressed a note to the United States' Secretary of

State ])roposing a renewal of the negotiations, which proposal was favourably received by

him.

On 22nd August, Mr. Pakenham received a notification from Mr. Calhoun, then the

Secretary of State, that he was prepared to proceed with the negotiation.

At a conference on the LMitii, Mr. Pakenham laid before Mr. Calhoun the proposal

authorized by his instructions relative to a free port either on the mainland or on

Vancouver's Island, south of the 4'.)th parallel.

Tlii.-) proposal was declined by Mr. Calhoun. He afterwards presented a paper

(dated September 3) stating his reasons. The ))aper began thus :

—

'•

'I'liu riiili/rsiLiiicl .Viiiciii'un I'lrMiimiriiliaiy di'iliiirs tliL' i>r(iii.is;il of tlic l!i-ili>li I'lciiipntciiliarv,

on tli(! ^'rdiiiiilllial it wuuld Imvc tlic i'IUtI ,if n'.^triitiiiL; llir pusses, ions i it the I'liilcil Slati'stii liiiiils I'.ir

iMovi; i-iivuiiisiTllirdlliaii llii'ir claiiiis clciirly I'lil itlr tliriii In. It pvniiiws tu limii tlicir nurthcni liuuinlary

I'V a liiif diawii finm llic lli.i-ky Mniintaiiis nhnvs tla' I'.Uli parallel n\' laliuide U< the ni>rtli-easU'rniiin.-;t

hiaiicli (if the Ciilumliiii iliver. and llieiiee ilowii the middle uf that river to the sea, ,L;iviii'4 to Covat

llrilaiu all llie euuniry iierlli.aiid 1o the I'liiled Slates all suulli, of that line, ^'xeejil adetaclied terrilnry

exIeiidiiiL; en tlai I'aeilie and llie Strails el' Kiica, liuni I'.iilllineli's llarlmur tu lluud's Canal. Tu wliich

it is ].ro|ii).>-eil in additiim to make tree te lli(> I'nited iSlales any imrl wliieli tlie failed States' (levi'ru-

lueiil miijlit desire, either (in the mainland or un N'aneimver's Island suuth el' latitude 4'.l'.

" I'.y luriiini; tu the map hereto annexed, and un whieh the prupusi'd liuundary is markeil in pern ii,

it will lie seen that it assiu'ns tu (ireal liritain almust the emire rej,'iun on its nurth side drained by the

Cnlundiia Itiver, and lyinir un its northern liaid<. It is nut deena'd necessary to state at larue lln: claim?

of the ladled States tu this terrilurv, and the ;,'ruunds un whieh they rest, in order to make ;,'ood the

assertion that it restricts the possessions uf the I'niteil ,States within narrower hounds than they are

clearly enti, .'d to. It will he sultirieut fur this purpuse tu show that tla'y are fairly I'lititlud to the

entire repiion drained hy the river; and to the estalilishment uf this point, the Undersigned proposi'.-i

accordingly to limits hi.s remarks al present."

The paper proceeded with arguments, and ended thus :

—

);i,lt«-.;>AWti»»'.'JMJ^>'W.'».'-»»»*'-''«-
' - ' "-^'-'


