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the rest of liislifc in retirement. Ilf was. ho viver,

snffieiently free from Jacobitisiii to take the oatli of

allegiance when (.^iiecn Anne came to the throne.

He Avas waid to have V)een the .solidest .statesman in

Scotland, the fii-st of a line of which the present

Governor-General is no unworthy r^'presentative.

It wonld be a mistake, however, to imagine that

the Abfrdeeiis descend solely from the conservatives

or aristocrats of the world. Lady Aberdeen owes hnv

family name of Marjoribanka to the grant of cer-

tain lands made by King Kobert the Bruci^ to his

dangliter. ^larjorie, who married the High Steward

John>tone. wIiom' family in time snbstitnted tiie

name Majoribaidis tor their c-wn more prosaic one.

But not oidy is Lady Aberdeen associated by her

ancestors with the patriot hero of Scottish his-

tory, thtn-e is in her family story one of the most ro-

mantic incidents •which occur seMom far from that

mystic l)oi'derland of oldromance which diviiled Eng-

land irom Scotland. Among her ancestors she connts

the famons Grizel Cochrane, whose reckless daring

Baved her father's life. It was in the last years of

King James" reign and Grizel's father. Sir John
Cochrane, of Ochiltree, was lying in Ediubro under

.sentence of death. All efforts to secure his pardon

f.dled. The death warrant, .signed in London, was
fniwardedby miiil to Edinbro : on its arrival Sii;John
w.is to die. Desjiair gives courage to the most timid,

and Grizel Cochrane, seeing that there was only one

chance left, seized it with intrepidity. Disguising

herself as a higliwaymanshe waylaid the Roy;d mail,

an 1 clapping a pistol to the driver's head compelled

hiin to give up tlie death warrant. As soon as .she

poss(!Ssed herself of the fatal document .slie rode off

and so(jn had the jileasure of thrusting it into the

fire. Whether out ot consideration for the heroism

of the exploit or because of the Revolution is not

stated, but Sir John was ultimately pardoned.

Lord Aberdeen also boasts a Grisell amotig his an-

cestors, who, by the way, makes him a direct descend-

ant of John Knox. Among all men born on Scottish

soil there is none greater or more universally esteeme'^

than the great Reformer. Lady Grisell Baillie mar-
ried the son of Robert Baillie. the martyr, who was
John Knox's great grandson. Lord Aberdeen's grand-

mother was Lady Grisell's great granddaughter.

Robert Baillie was one of the martyrs for Christ's

Crown and Covenant, whose sufferings have done so

much to glorify the history of Scotland and to dignify

the Scotch character. It is a very pri;tty story, that

of Lady Grisell and of her visits t(3 the martjT as he
Jay in the Tolbooth waiting for death. It has features

whicdi suggest that Grisell was the original of Rob-

ert Louis Stevenson's latest heroine. Grisell pla.yed

her part faithfullj' and nobly. She could not save

Robert Baillie, but her heroism anil beauty won the

heart of his son George, whom she married after the

Revolution of 1688 had made it safe for honest folks

to marry and be given in marriage. Lady Grisell was
H poet as well as a heroine, and fragments o{ her

minstrelsy to this day enliven the hours of the Scottish

peasants.

II. I'Ml-: I'KIMH MINIS II K.

The most notable name among all the ancestors of

the (tovernor* iem r.il is tliat of his gi-andfatiier, Earl
of Aberdeen, Prime Minisrer of tlie C^neen in the
miildle of the im'sent centiny. How great and good,

how ideally perfe(,'t a character he was has but re-

cently been revealed to the world. In tlie nsefnl and
interesting series of the (.^neen's Prim.' Mini>ters

whicli Mr. Stuart Reid is editing the most int'Test-

ing volume is tliat wliidi Sir Arthur Gordon has
devoted to the story of tlie Earl of Alterdeen. it is a
narrative which tends to deepen and reassure our
faith in liuman nature, and especially in the native

virtues of tlie ICnglisii-speaking race. Tlie discovery

of a great personality is to tlie historian what the

finding of a nugget is to the miner wlio is jirospect-

ing for gi-ld. To cotno upon a pure lump of metal
lying in an out of a way ;>lace is of much more im-
portance tlian the intrinsic value of the jiarticular

nugget. Its importance arises from the fact that it

suggests the presence of otliei' nuggets of equal value
which hav(> not yet been discovered, but may be re-

veali'd in that gold bearing stratum. You rise from
the perusal of Sir Arthur Gordon's monograph feel-

ing that the world, and especially the British iiublic;,

is riclK-r in human worth and almost ideal goodness
than you suspected before you turned ovtn" its pages.

Lord Aberdeen as Prime Minister closed his official

career amid the dark cloud-' and somlm- discourage-

ment of theCrimean War, Owing to tliat unfortunate
circumstance li.. which he was ovei-wheiined in a
catastrophe that he had in vain endeavon d to avert,

his real merits as a statesman wei'e ovr^rshadowed,

and it was not until his son's biography ajipeared that

men began to appreciate the greatness of Lord Ah(>r-

(leen as an imperial statesman. The memory of such

a man and the story of the services whicli ho was
able to render the Empire is a iierjietual incentive

to his grandson, whose shoulders ai'eiiot unequal even
to the burden of the heritage of so great a name.
Lord Aberdeen before he was ;i(i. h.id to jilay a part

in the history of Europe which is without a jiaiallel.

He was sent as special emis-ary from England to the

camp of the allies when coalesced Europe was rising to

throw off the tyranny of Napoleon. During the

whole of the campaign wliich cuhninated in the Battle

of Leipsic find the triuirphal entrance of the allies

into Paris Lord Aberdeen was the intimate adviser

and trusted confi'lant of tlie Emperor of Austria and of

most of the crowned heads of Europe?. .Seldom had a

young man so great a role to play, and seldom has

any om; fulfilled so difficult a jiart with so brilliant a
success. Nature and education had alike fitted him
for the position. A rare scholar, familiar with
modern languages, at home eipially in court and
camp, of a transparent sincerity and simplicity, which
enabled him to command th(> confidence of the sover-

eigns and statesmen with whom he was thrown into

constant contact. Lord Aberdeen contributed as much
as any man to the succe.ss of the great Eu.ropean
revolt airainst Napoleon. In his son's pages we catch
glimpses from time to time of this high spirited, chiv-


