
•It is not probable that wl shall see a more complete or better

balanced history of our great civil war."— lui- Nation.
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The firM volume tells the hi^torv of th-- country dunnR th.- four y.v.rs

futile attempt to avoid conflict by the Comi.romise of 1850, en>ling

with the np.Ml in 1854 of the Missouri Compromise.

The second volume deals with llie stirring events which followed

this rep.Ml. through all th,' Kansas and N.-braska struggles t, the

triumph of th- th'-n newlv org.inued Republican party in the election

of Lincoln in i860.

The third volume stales the immediate effect upon the count-v of

Lincoln's election; covers the period of actual secession; the dra-

matic op'-nmg of the war. the almost hght-he.,rtf< ^•^^''P'^'"';
'' "

''^

a three-months picnic "
; the sobering defeat of Hull Run ;

and cl. si s

with the military successes of the North in the winter and spring ot

1862.
. .

Ihe fourth volume follows the progress of the war in vivid dis-

cussions of campaigns, battles, th<- patient search '"^ 'he ngl,

commander, and ttie attitude toward this country of the Butish

government and people.

The fif'h volume opens with the account of Sherman's march to the

sea The adoption of the Thirteenth Amendment, Lincoln s assas-

sination the beginning of Johnson's administration, and the state ot

society in the north and sbuth at the end of the exhausting w.^r are

fully treated. The volume ends with an account of the poUtical

campaign of 1866.

The sixth volume considers the enactment of the Reconstruction

Acts and their execution; the impeachment of Presideiit Johnsori.

the rise of the Ku Klux Klan, the operation of the Preedmans

Bureau, the .adoption of the XlVlh and XVth Amendments are

among other topics in the volume.

The seventh volume begins with an account of the Credit NIobtlier

scandal, the "Salary Grab" Act. and describes the financial panic

of 187^. The account of Reconstruction is continued with a carem

sumtTiing up, and the work ends with an account of the president.al

campaign of 1876 and the disputed Presidency.
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