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the Austrian provinces of Italy or the States of the

Church. If Cavour's life had been spared, we may be

sure tiiat he would, as his dying words about Naples

imply, have governed in accordance with the principles

of constitutional freedom. A year later, in July 1*^62,

Acton inaugurated the Home and Foreign Review «ith

a characteristic article on " Nationality." He traced the

rise of national sentiment in Europe to the infamous

partition of Poland, of which Burke said that no wise

or honest man co"ld approve. It was fostered by the

French Revolution, and became afterwards the instrument

by which Napoleon fell. The Holy Alliance suppressed

it for a time, but it soon revived in Italy. By Nationalism,

which most Englishmen forty years ago favoured every-

where except in Ireland, Acton meant, as he explains,

" the complete and consistent theory that the State and the

nation must be coextensive." " Exile is the nursery of

nationality," he proceeds, " as oppression is the school of

liberalism ; and Mazzini conceived the idea of Young
Italy when he was a refugee at Marseilles." To the idea

of Nationalism, as he defines it, Acton opposed the prin-

ciple that " the combination of different nations in one

State is as necessary a condition of civilised life as the

combination of men in society." To overcome national

differences was thr mission of the Church, and patriot-

ism was in political life what faith was in religion.

There could be no nationality with any claim upon

men's allegiance except what was formed by the State.

" The Swiss are ethnologically either French, Italian, or

German ; but no nationality has the slightest claim upon

them, except the purely political nationality of Switzer-

land." The instance was well chosen. UnfortUi.ately

Acton goes on to say that "the citizens of Florence

and of Naples have no political community with each

other," which had ceased to be true before the article

appeared. Nor was it altogether a fortunate prediction

that no organised State could be formed in Mexico,

which after the departure of the French became a stable

Republic Paradoxical as the essay in some respects


